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UiN. approves 
Jraq-UAE link for sea 
passengers — paper 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
United Naiitxis has ^^ved 
a sea link to ieny passengers 
between sancdons-hit Ihu] 
and the United Arab F.min>r« 
(UAE), ofScial newspapers 
beie said Wednesday. A1 
Thawra said die green 
came frcMn the UN. commit- 
tee overseeing the sanctions in 
force against Baghdad for the 
last seven years since its inva- 
sicm of Kuwait The UAE, 
which has repeatedly caDed 
for the sanctions to be lifted, 
made the request, it said. 

Ibrkish Islamists cre- 
ate new party 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Isl amis ts on Wednesday creat- 
ed a new party ahead of an 
expected ban of their Welfare 
Party led by former IMnae 
Mutister Necmettin Eiiiakaii, 
press reports said. The Anaio- 
Da news a^ncy said some 40 
founders, including lawyers 
ofWelfare and figures close to 
Mr. Erbakan, sutoutted a fcn*- 
mal applicaticxi to die interica* 
ministry for the creation of the 
Virtue Party. 

comm^der- 
in-chief won’t get 
anthrax shots 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The US. militaty may get 
tnocukdons again st anthrax 
because of fears of germ war- 
te but their commander-m- 
cbief WMi't. Presdent Bill 
Cliiiton said at a White House 
news conference T\iesday that 
he would not get the anthrax 
shots himself bm he supfxnted 
tbe plan to inoculate 2.4 mil- 
lion active duty militaiy and 
selected reserves. '1 felt that it 
was more likely that over tbe 
next 20 to 30 years we mi^ 
be in settings with our fc»ces 
in tither countries where they 
might be exposed to chemical 
or biological weapons,’* he 
said. 

Israel wrecks 
Arab home bu3t 
without permit 

TEL AVIV IR) — Israeli 
authorities demolished a 
house fr ame on Wednesday 
they said was built illegally in 
Ai^ east Jerusalem. Bulldoz- 
ers rammed tbe frame ou the 
ouiskiits of tbs Palestinian 
Beit Hanina neighbourhood, 
reducing the concrete struc- 
ture 10 rubble. "This momiDg 
a house frame built without a 
permit on a green area in Beh 
Hanina was wrecked. It was 
not occiqned." a Jerusalem 
municipality spoteswoman 
said. 

Justice niiiiistry 
fears billions of 
doOars in daims 

TELAVIV (AP) — Israel wiU 
be inimrfatffri widi bfllions of 
dollars in compenstdon 
claims from Palestinians 
injured in the 1987-1993 
uprising unless parhament 
passes a bill limiting Israel's 
liability', the justice ministry 
said Wednesd^. Such legi^ 
tioD, approved by tbe cabinet 
and bemg ddia:^ in parlia- 
ment, would define Israeli 
acti(»s during tbe uinising as 
“combat activity" drat is 
exempt tom liability suits. 
Human. lights cx^unsatioos 
have said the bill violates 
intemaiional law. Since 1990, 
Israel has paid out $28 million 
in 4,000 suits and there are 

1.000 outstanding giaims that 
may cost tbe state another' 
$214 milK nnj ihe justice min- 
iaiy said. If the biD is not 
ap^ved. laaeL could expect 

14.000 claims that could COSt 
biliions of doUvs, the min- 
istty said Durmg the uprising, 
nearly 1^000 Palestinians 
Were injured and 1,306 
PatestimaDS were killed \y 
Israelis, most tty Israeli sol- 
diers. 


Jordan receives four F-16 fighters 


Unsure about future of Jordan-Iraq relations, 
King calls for end to Iraqi people’s suffering 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A2RAQ — His Majesty King 
Hussein said oo Wednesdty be 
could not prerSci the direction 
of Jordanlan-Iraqi ties afrer 
Baghdad executed fourcitizens 
but expressed hope they will 
improve. 

"] haven’t a clue, 1 wish I 
had...," he said when asked in 
'Mudi direction ties widi Bagh- 
dad were going afin the Dec. 8 
killings that enraged the gov- 
emmftnt and Jtxdanians alike 

"I can’t figure out and I have 
not been able to figure out the 
dunking, the logic, the oaentai 
process [of tbe Iraqi regime] 
that I assume is there and must 
be ongoing but I really cannot 
understand it" 

King Hussein was speaking 
to reporters at tbe Muwafaq AI 
Salti Base at Aztaq after Jordan 
took delivery of four F-16 
fighter jets undo- a U.S. mili- 
tazy aid package to help the 
Kingdom afrer it signed the 
1994 peace treaty with Israel. 

"We will never hope that it 
[ties widi Iraq] will deterio- 
rate," he said. 

“We always hqie that our 
relations will improve and that 
Iraq will pqcg. a^iui, and the 
people of It;^, will bas'e a 
chance to live." 

However, die King urged tbe 
Iraqi govemment to take "ce^ 
t^ steps" to help improve 
bOateral ties. 

Jordan has urged Iraq not to 
execute a fifrh JcHdanian 
imprisoned oo similar smug- 
gling diaiges. 

Bilateral ties hit their lowest 
level afrer King Hussein, once 
fraq's closest Arab ally, gave 
asylum to top Iraqi d^ectors 
and began calling for change in 
Iraq. 

The King has used unusually 
harsh language to condemn the 
executkuis of (he four men 
which created an outcry in a 
country where many of die four 
million people backed Iraq dur- 
ing the 1990-91 Gulf wac 

King Hussein also said he 
hoped tbe sufiering of Iraq's 20 
million people, worsened by 
UN. economic sanctions 
imposed afrer Ba^idad invad- 
ed Kuwait in August 1990, 
would end soon. 

"It is nothing that I wish per- 
sonally, except that Iraq be 
saved from aO what it is sufier- 
ing from, which ever quarter, 
from what ever side, be it exter- 
nal or internal that is causing it 
to suffer so much," tbe King 
said. 

"Enough bloodshed, oiough 


suffering, enough hardship. 

W; hc^ and pray that God 
will guide all to take tbe right 
steps in tbe right direction.'* he 
said, wearing the blue air force 
fatigue. 

Asked what he expected 
tom Iraq to help mend fences 
after the killings, the King said 
he only wanted Baghdad to 
OMicentrate on alleviating the 
suffoing of its people. 

"There is noting that 1 
expect and antidpaie seeing. 1 
that the best tiling they 
can do is to concentrate on sav- 
ing their people. That is all," he 
said. 

Meanwhile, seven Iraqi 
diplomats who were ordered ty 
Jordan to leave in retaliation for 
the slayings, returned to Bagh- 
dad on Wednesday, officials 
said. 

A mman also summoned iLs 
charge d'affaires in Baghdad 
and said it has entered talks 
with Baghdad to help the 
release of tens of Jordanians 
detained in Iraqi jails. 

Asked whedter tbe departure 
of the seven would end the cri- 
sis in bQaieral ties. die. King 
said: "I cannot answer this 
question. In fact, T do not know 
what tbe coming days wUI bear 
ai^ dK kilting of the fouc" 

Tbe King said Jordan was not 
being subjected to any threat 
and that the U.S. army assis- 
tance was merely in line with a 
bilateral imliiary programme to 
help modernise its aimed 
forces. 

"1 think there is no eminent 
threat to Jofxlan, but no one can 
afford to slip back on haviug 
(he minimal requirement to be 
able to defend itself, its territo- 
ry and the future of its people," 
he said. 

"Jordan and its arnied fr»ces 
had obligations and duties to 
defend its territories, people, 
con^itution and its regime. At 
the same time, there are other 
roles (hat we have to do." the 
King said. 

Tbe King said that the arriv al 
of the four F-16s symbolised 
Jordan’s constant attempt to 
improve the capability arid the 
equipment of its arm^ forces. 

"It symbolises beyond that, 
the friendship between Jordan 
and the Unit^ States of Amer- 
ica and we are very grateful and 
happy to receive the first four 
F-16's. one of the best aimuft 
in the worid," he said. 

“The rest have to follow in 
short order so. it means a loc." 
be said. 

The four (rianes are part of 
the commiunent made in 
December 1996 by then Secre- 


tary of Defence William Perry 
to provide Jordan with 16 F-16 
jet fighter;, worth $21? million, 
under the “Peace Falcon" pro- 
gramme. 

The remaining 12 planes are 
expected to arrive by the end of 
Rstxuary. 

The programme also 
includes upgrading aircraft 
engines, training JonJanian 
pilots and oSlcers in charge of 
running the F-16 system in the 
U.S. 

King Hussein said tbe deliv- 
ery of the jets and improved 
uailitary training would help 
Jordan in taking part in U.N. 
peace kee|xng missions world- 
wide. 

The King described Jordan's 
relationship with the U.S. as 
"extremely well." 

U3. Ambassodix to Jordan 
Wesley Egan Jr. told the cere- 
mony that U.S. Secretary of 
Defence William Cohen would 
have liked to atteod this eveuL 
But be tclephmed King Hus- 
.sein last we^ to apologise for 
not being able to make it to 
Amman because of Iraq-related 
dev'elopraenis and other 
engagements. 

‘T am plea<«d to note that as 
a result of the hard work on the 
part of bexh ihe American. and 
Joedaniaa sides, tbe Peace Fal- 
con programme is well on its 
way to a successful and e.xpedi- 
tious coDClurion." Mr. Egan 
read from a letter be received 
from Mr. Cohen. 

“The delivery of the F-16s is 
but the latest in a bilateral mili- 
tary relationship noted for its 
warmth, breadth and spirit of 
cooperation on all level!" said 
Mr. Cohen in the ieoer. 

*T look forward to an oppor- 
tunity' next year to meet with 
His Majesty and with the Jor- 
danian military command to 
review the fuU scope of this 
enduring and productive rela- 
tionship," Mr. Cohen added. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
recognised Jordan as a non- 
North .Atlantic Treaty Oigani- 
sadon ^N.‘^TO) ally in Fehiu- 
ary 1996 — making Jordan eli- 
gible for more U.S. militaiy 
assistance. 

Days later. Mr. Clinton 
authorised the pwovirion of 
SlOO million in defence equip- 
meni that included SO M^A3 
tanks, 2.S0 milttary trucks. 18 
army helicopters, 3 small naval 
craft and a C-130 transport 
plane. 

Last December, tbe initial 
components of this military 
equipment arrived in Jordan, 
the remaining of these arms 
will be delivered in early 1998. 


Israel’s Levy plans to boycott 
Netanyahu- Albright meeting 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Foreign 
Minister David Levy said 
Wednesday he would boycott 

a meeting Tbursday between 
Prime Nfinister Benyamin 
Nttanyahu and Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
hffa n w Israel could not pre- 
sent the U.S. diplomat with 
IMomised details of an overdue 
tioop pullback from the West 

Rank. 

Mr. Levy said two special 
cabinet sessions late Tuesday 
and eariy Wednesday had 
faiiwi to overcome diffeieaces 
between hardlin ers and mod- 
erates over the “paiameters 
for the troop withdtawal. 

Ms. Albright has made clear 
that she expects Mr. 
Netanyahu to provide concrete 
infonnatiofi on his govern- 
ments pullback plans when 
the two meet Ihursday morn- 
ing in Paris. 

"We must go to Paris with 
ideas and parameters for 


reviving the peace process,** 
Mr. Levy' said on Israel Radio, 
explaining his reason for 
remaining home. 

But Mr. Levy added that he 
could change his mind if Mr. 
Netanyaiiu succeeds in con- 
vincing cabinet hardliners to 
lift their objections to detailing 
Israel's possible troop with- 
drawal plans to Ms. Albright at 
this time. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who was 
scheduled to leave for Paris 
later Wednesday, was meeting 
with the leading government 
hawk. Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon, to try to reach 
agreement on what could be 
unveiled to Ms. AlbrighL Mr. 
Levy said. 

At a stormy three-und-a- 
balf-hCHir cabinet meeting 
Tuesday night, an angry Mr. 
Sharon told Mr. Netanyahu he 
was "about to cross the line of 
jec^iardising national inter- 
ests" by favouring an overiy 


generous iraresfer of land to 
Palestinian rule. 

*rhe cabinet has been trying 
to define what parts of the 
West Bonk are vital to Israel's 
security' and cannot be ceded 
to Palesurtian.s as pan of a per- 
manent peace agreemenu 
Based on this, the govern- 
ment will deteimine the scope 
of a troop pullback required by 
interim peace accords ahead of 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians on a final peace deaL 
Ms. Albright has demanded 
a quick and “significant'* troop 
wlihdraw'al at this stage, 
although .Mr. Netanyahu has 
insisted the government will 
not be able to deiemiine the 
exact scope of the pullback 
before mid-Januar>'. 

Then be wants a five-month 
delay in implementing the 
withdrawal to judge whether 
the Palestinians ^ living up 
to their commitment to fight 
Islamists. 



His Majesty King Hussein inspects the first batch of U.S. 
made F-16 jets upon arrival in Azraq Airbase, 120 kilome- 
tres northeast of Amman on Wednesday. Accompanying 
the King was American Ambassador to Jordan Wesley 
Egan (2nd on the left) (photo by Yousef ’Allan) 



His Royal Highness Prince Hamza is shown the cockpit 
of one of ihe jet fighters by an air force pilot, Wednesday 
(Reuters photo) 



His Majesty King Hussein walking near one of the four F- 
16 jet fighters Wednesday (photo by Yousef ’Allan) 


Prince Hassan, delegation to Doha back home 

Qatar pledges to boost investment 
in Kingdom, resume financial aid 


By Alia .A, Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

t 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Croun .'^nnee Hassan 
returned home tom Doha on 
Wednesday afttf securing a 
Qatari pld^e to boost invest- 
ment in the Kingdom and to 
offer financial assistance. 

Gas and dl-rich Qaiac, which 
has over 5,000 Jordanian expa- 
triates working there, also 
promised Rince Hasssm to 
gradually increase the number 


to 15,000 to help absorb many 
of the white-collar unemployed 
citizens. Jordanian officials 
auending the talks said. 

Bilateral ties, strained by dif- 
ferences in positions over the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis have over 
the past four years reoimed to 
tbeir pre-crisis level of wamith. 
with top officials exdtan^g 
state visits. 

Qatar, which intenniaemly 
provided financial aid to Jordan 
before tbe Gulf war. halted pay- 
ments to expnsss its dismay 


over Jtxdoa's perceived pro- 
Iraqi stand which angered all 
Gulf States. 

Since the war. Gulf aid to the 
Kingdom has stqiped and Jor- 
danian labourers seeking 
em^ttyment in the six-nation 
GC^ countries have found it 
virtually impossible. 

Qatar will be tbe first Gulf 
country to officially open its 
markets to Jordanian labourers 
and to resume financial aid to 
Jordan siiKe 1991. No further 
details were available about the 


amount of aid fledged. 

Earlier yeste^y. Prince Has- 
san and (Qatari Emir .Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al T hani, 
wrapped up official talks after a 
iwcHJay visit, discussing means 
to enhance b^ateral trade and 
economic co-operation. 

*rhe two leaders, who met in 
Iran last week at the sidelines of 
(he Organisation of Islamic 
Conference <010 summit, 
also dicpiiwtt regiouai 

(Continued on page 3) 


Indyk makes 
surprise second 
visit to Syria 

BEIRUT (AFP) — U.S. 
Assistant Secret^ of State 
Martin Indyk returned to 
Damascus on Tuesday, his 
second visit to the S>'rian cap- 
ital in two days, the U.S. 
embassy here said Wednes- 
day. 

‘’Martin Indyk went to 
Europe last ni^t [Tuesday 
night] v'ia Damascus," an 
embassy spokesman said. He 
declined to provide any 
details (XI the tin«4>i»dMipri 
second visit to the Syrian cap- 
ital by the U.S. diplomaL 

Mr. Indyk, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, met 
with Syrian President Hafez 
Assad in Damascus on Mon- 
day and with I-ebanese lead- 
ers here oa Tuesday. 

He has been disn taring the 
pfTxtpects of re-staiting 
negotiations with Israel that 
have been cm ice for almnsr 
two years. 

Peace talks between Israel 
and Syria have been stalled 
since a spate of suicide bomb- 
ings by Palestinian activists in 
Israel in February 1996, a 
year after Lebanese-Israeli 
peace talks gnumd to a halt. 
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'Hirk troops end Iraq offensive on rebel Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
troops have ended a two- 
week cross-border military 
offensiv’e into northern Iraq 
in pursuit of rebel Kurds, 
state-run Anatolian News 
Agency said on Tuesday. 

“The operation has fin- 
ished successfully.** the 
agency reported. 

It said a total of 1 82 Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) 
guerrillas had been killed 
since Dec. 5 when around 
10.000 Turkish soldiers 
backed by warplanes and 
arb'Ueiy crossed into Iraq to 
strike against the rebels. 


Netanyahu 
to hand 
Albright 
allegations of 
Palestinian 
anti-Semitism 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minis ter Benyaznin 

Netanyahu will hand U.S. 
Secret of State Madeleine 
Albright on Thursday a lupoct 
accusing the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAl of 
engaging in anti-Semitic pro- 
paganda, ofBcials said 
Wednesday. 

The 13-page report tided 
“A Compendium of Hate." 
was di^buted by Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline media 
advisor, David Bar-IUaa. and 
includes SO anti-Senutic ' 
statements attributed to Pales- 
tinian ofBcials or media 
financed by the PNA. 

Among the statements was ' 
a sermon by the PNA- | 
appointed mufti of Jerusalem, 
Sheikh Akrama Sabri, in 
which he called Jewish set- i 
tiers “descendants of mon- 
keys and pigs." The sermon, 
made during Friday prayers, 
was broadcast on the official 
Vsioe. of Palestine ractio in 
July. The braeli report 
accused Palestinian officials 
of referring often to the *T*ro- 
tocols of the Ciders of 2on." 
a dasric anti-Semitic text 
written by the T^st secret 
police in Russia in the 19ih 
century to support charges 
that Jews were plotting to 
dominate the world. 

It also said Palestinian offi- 
dais fiequently compare 
Israeli lea^rs with Nazis, 
equate Zonism with radsm. 
deny the Holocaust and use 
anti-Semitic stereotypes 
depicting Jews as ‘power- 
hungry and lusting after 
money." 

The' report claims that such 
remarks violaie the terms of 
the 1993 Oslo peace accord 
granting Palestinians limited 
autonomy. Under the agree- 
ment, the Palestinians are 
required to prevent “indie- 
ment" against Israel. 
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Anatolian said there were 
no casualties among the 
Turkish armed forces, but 
seven members of an Iraqi 
Kurdish militia allied to 
Turkey against the PKK 
were wounded in the opera- 
tion. 

No independent confinna- 
lion of the reports was 
available from the area, 
which was closed to jour- 
nalists by Turkish authori- 
ties. 

The push was concentrat- 
ed against guerrilla posi- 
tions around Khwsdctirk 
near Iraq's border wriih 


Turkey and Iran. 

Turkey has mounted a 
number of similar incur- 
sions into Iraqi Kurdish- 
contFoUed territory this year 
in an effbn to disl<^ge 
Turkish Kurd PKK units 
operating in the mountain- 
ous area and maintains 
around 8.000 troops perma- 
nently in the region. 

The latest offensive was 
condemned by Muslim 
nations attendirig last 
week's Islamic summit in 
Tehran. 

But Turkey's generals said 
they would press ahead with 


the fight against the PKK 
and launch more cross-bor- 
der attacks into Iraq if nec- 
essary. 

‘Turkish aimed forces 
will continue their struggle 
against the separatist terror 
organisation witii the same 
resolve and determination 
whether inside Turkey or. if 
necessary, inside northern 
Iraq." Anatolian quoted a 
statement from the Turkish 
general staff as saying. 

Large amounts of ammu- 
nition, foodstuffs and sup- 
plies were captured during 
the offensive, dealing a 


heavy blow to the rebels as 
harsh winter conditions set 
in. the statement said. 

Turkey says a power vac- 
uum in the remote region, 
outside Baghdad’s control 
since the 1 99 1 Gulf war, has 
aUowed the PKK to estab- 
lish bases from which to 
launch raids on southeast 
Turirey. 

More than 27.000 people 
have been killed in the 13- 
year conflict between the 
Turkish securi^ forces and 
tire PKK. who are fighting 
frx self-rule in Turkey's 
mainly Kurdish souiheasL 


PNA has sought to cover up deaths 
in prison, human rights group says 


(XrUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A human rights 
oganisation accused the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) of allowing deaths 
by torture in its prisons to go 
urtquestioned and unpunished 
in a report released Wednes- 
day. 

“Out of 16 cases of pri^n- 
eis dying in Palestinian Jails 
since 19^. not one report of 
investigation into the deatit 
has been published despite 
prooiises,” said Bassera Bid. 
head of die Pale^iman 
Human Rights Monitoring 
Group (PHRMG). 

“Officials go unpunisbed 
for the deaths," Mr. Bid said, 
condemning Palestinian offi- 
cials for “covering up the 
deaths and mistreating the 
families of those the security 
services have killed" 

The PHRMG report 
detailed the 16 cases in wMch 
prisoners died in prison, most 
combed or suspected to be 
(he result of torture by inter- 


rogate^. In 10 of the cases 
investigations were promised 
but oe\*er published 

‘The question remains open 
whedier investigations woe 
made but kept secret or if diey 
were never made at afl." die 
report said 

In five cases, Palestine 
officials claimed the victims 
committed suicide “despite 
overwhehmng evidence to die 
coooa^." and in two of drose 
cases the claim of sincide 
“was so feeble it had to be 
dropped" 

In one such case, the body 
of Fayez Qumsiyeh, who died 
in January 1997 in Bedde- 
hem. was returned his family 
with 'Tiis pants wrapped 
around his neck, a broken aim 
and bruises on his body." 

Authorities said at first 
Qi^iyeh, 53, had committed 
suidde. then later said he had 
had a heart attack. 

Offidals were arrested ft)r 
six of die des^ and tried in 
four of them, including the 


case of Nasser Radwan, who 
died while in custody Pnes- 
ident Arafat's presidential 
guard. Force 17, in June 1997. 

Rve members of Force 17 
were convicted for killing 
Radwan after he was arrested 
for “telling die wife of a Force 
17 officer that she should 
dress more modestly in pub- 
lic." 

The rqxu f t said families of 
the victims were treated in a 
‘“hzf/bazardr way which often 
showed atteoqits to “cover up 
the circumstances of the 
death." 

Hashim Abu Jazbua, the 
father of Farid, die first pris- 
oner to die in custody in 1994. 
was ordered after his son’s 
death to repCKt vrith his 
daughter to thm atterney gen- 
eral Khaled A1 Qidia, Mr. 
Hashim told the RIRMG. 

Mr. ^dra threatened te 
detain his daughter and only 
relented after Mr. Hashim 
threatened R) commit suicitk 
by jumping out his o&xx win- 


dow then promised not to 
seek an investigation into his 
son's death. Mr. Hashim said. 

In the case of Sami Abed 
Rabbo, who died in Gaza In 
June 1997. authorities only 
released his body to the fami- 
ly after wirming a promise 
diey would not an autop- 
sy or pursue any claims 
against ^ PNA. the report 
said. 

In other cases, family mem- 
bers were offered money, up 
to S30JX)0 in the case of 
Nasser Radwan. pieces of 
land or jobs in the PNA as 
compensation for the deaths, 
the report said. 

Tw^ other cases of death, 
not mentioned in the r^it 
but bringing the total to 18. 
occurred in Nablus prison, 
where two prisoners died in 
Oaober and November from 
illness, perhaps exacerbated 
by “police negligence" 
although no mistreatmeai was 
report^ the PHRMG said in 
a separate statemenL 



IN PROTEST: An Iraqi man comforts his handicapped childem on the pavement dur- 
ing a demonstration in front of the U.N. headquarters in Baghdad on Wednesday. The 
Iraqi Child Support Society held a protest rally to demand that the United Nations save 
Iraq's chiidem and lift the crippling sanctions on the country (Reuters photo) 


Arab-Israeli Knesset member holds 
talks with Syrian foreign minister 


Farrakhan urges world to embrace Islam 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
An Arab-Israeli MP, Azmi 
Bishara. met here 
Wednesday with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq 
SharoL the official Syrian 
news agency SANA 
reported. 

The meeting focused on 
“the Palestinian situation 
and the future of the peace 
process." SANA said. 

.The Arab-Israeli MP met 
Monday with Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam on “obstacles in 
the peace process due to 
the policy of the Israeli 
govemmeni." according 
to the news agency. 

Mr. Bishara. a member 
of a communist opposition 
party, also mc( Monday 
and Tuesday with the 
leader of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 


Pale.stine (PFLP), George 
Habash. and the head of 
the Democratic From for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), Nayef Hawat- 
meh. 

Mr. Bishara was due to 
leave Damascus later 
Wednesday for Beirut to 
take part in a seminar — 
'The Arabs and Globalisa- 
tion" due to be held Dec. 
18-20. 

*rhere has been no word, 
however, on whether 
Lebanese authorities will 
allow him to make what 
would be an unprecedent- 
ed visit to Beirut by an 
Israeli MP. 

The seminar, in which 
about 60 Arab intellectu- 
als will take part, is organ- 
ised by the Beirut-based 
institute of Arab Unity 
Srudie.s headed by 


Khatreddine Hassib, a for- 
mer Iraqi government 
minister and U.N. official. 

Mr. Bishara bas said he 
will take part in the semi- 
nar “not as a deputy in the 
Israeli parliament, but as 
an intellectual and 
philosopher." 

Lebanon and Israel have 
been ofTicially in a state of 
war since the creation of 
Israel in 1948. Lebanon 
bars entry to Israeli citi- 
zens or other nationals 
with Israeli visas on their 
passport.s. 

In Syria, a delegation of 
50 Arab-UracUs, includ- 
ing six MPs. visited in 
August for the first visit of 
its kind since the creation 
of Israel in 1948. The del- 
egation met with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad. 


CAlRb (AFP) — U.S. 
black Muslim leader Louis 
Farrakhan on Wednesday 
urged the world to embrace 
Islam during talks in the 
Egyptian capital with the 
^ritual leader of Sunni 
Muslims. 

"The only way for a 
human being to have peace 
is to truly accept Islam." 
Mr. Farrakhan said us he 
met with Sheikh Moham- 
mad Tantawi of AI Azhar. 
Ore supreme religious 
authority in Sunni Islam. 

The leader of the Chica- 
go-based Nation of Islam 
was accompanied to the 
meeting by bis son Mustafa, 
senior aitte Akbur Moham- 
mad. hi.s ‘^nister of reli- 
gious affairs." Ahmad 
Hjani. and his “niinisicr of 
health," Abdul A!i Moham- 
mad. 

'T am honoured to be in 
the oldest and greatest insti- 
tution of learning in the 


world.'* Mr. Farrakhan said 
of Ai Azhar. the great 
mo.sque-university founded 
by the Fatimid rulers in 970 
A.D. 

Sheikh Tantawi told Mr. 
Farrakhan that “Islam i.s a 
religion of peace and broth- 
erhood." 

'*U is iinponam to remem- 
ber in Islam that all races 
come from one man and one 
woman. Islam does not dif- 
ferentiaie between blacks 
and whiles." Sheikh Tanui- 
wi said. 

Tlw f4-year-old Mr. Far- 
rakhan arrived in Cairo 
Wedrtesday for a ihrcc-day 
visit, pan of a ihrce-month 
lour of 54 counuies has 
described us a “mission of 
peace and reconciliation.*' 

“I am honoured to he In 
the jewel of the Arab World. 
Cairo. Egypt." he told 
reporters at the airport. 

**Egypt is critical nation in 
the peace process.** Mr. Far- 


rakhan said, and "a critical 
nation in the unification of 
the Arab and Muslim 
World." 

He said his next stop will 
be Libya and that he 
planned to go there by road 
because of a U.N. air 
embargo imposed over 
Tripoli's rcfu.saJ to band 
over two Libyans suspected 
of casing out the 1988 
bombing of a Pan .Am plane 
over Lockerbie. Scotland. 

The black Muslim leader 
made a surprise stop Sun- 
day in the West Bank and 
travelled through Israel to 
Ca/a City where he met 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

His visit wa.s criticised by 
the Israeli uutlioriiies. 
angered by Mr. Farrakhan's 
ami-Scmitic statemenLs and 
his open ftiend.ship with 
.Arab enemies of Israel, and 
the black Muslim leader 
cancelled u planned visit to 


the A) Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound in Arab eaM 
Jerusalem. 

The State Department has 
denounced Mr. Foirakhan's 
plan to visit Libya and a trip 
he made Ia.st week to Iraq, 
arguing that the visits would 
be used for anti-American 
propaganda purpo.ses. 

“We made clear that a 
visit by Minister Farrakhan 
to Libya and Iraq would noi 
be helpful, and we are there- 
fore opposed to him coinE." 
Slate Depiinieni 

spokesman James Rubin 
said. 

During his meeting with 
Sheikh Tantawi. the Nation 
of Islam leader said the 
United Slates was “dyinc 
from internal rot due to 
moral decadence." 

He also spoke of the "suf- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:02 - -.Fajr 

06:25> iSunrisei Duha 

ll::a ....Dhuhr 

14:16 ‘Asr 

16J9 Maghreb 

18:02. -Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieli. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Td. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Aimundation 
Td. 637440. 

De la SaBe Chordi Td. 661757. 
Terra Church Td. 

622366 

An ^kan Qturdt Td- 652S26. 
Armcziian Catholic Cburdi 
Tcl. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

St Ephraim Churdi Tcl. 
771751. 

Amman Intenutional Church 
Td. S65897 

gyp ngoiiral Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evansdical 
CongiegatioD Tcl. 6SS404 
The Latter-D^' Saints Td. 
6549.^2. 

Church of Nazamic Td. 
675691. 

The Evangebcai Load Church 
in Amman Td. 8) 1295 
Englvdi-Spealdiq! 


Latin CatboUcs Fari^ Td. 
6I4I90. 

WEATHER 

Builenn supphed by Ote Depart- 
merit of Afetcorvlogy 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Occasional scat- 
tered showers ore expected 
and winds we.stcrly to north- 
wesieriy moderate. On Friday, 
a cold air mass will affect the 
Kingdom. It will be cold, 
cloudy, and rainy with snow 
expected to fall over areas that 
arc 1.200 metres above sea 
level. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy and w-inds 
northerly active. There wifi be 
a chance of occasional scat- 
tered showers and seas c^m. 

Amman 06/10 

Aqaba 10/18 

Deserts .04/12 

Jordan VaDey 10/19 

Yesterday's high ternperatures'. 
Amman 12. Aqaba 20 
Humidity readings; Amman 
85pcr cent. Aqaba 55 percent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DLT\* 

AMMAN: 

Dc Affianikri 89SS6.3 


Dr. NidalAlDataleh ...JC7I95 

Dr. Yoonf Nar 751144 

Dn Sa'idlawSq .788285 

Flias pharmacy 661912 

Ferdo^ pharmacy .......778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637(^5 

Nairoukh phannacy .._623672 
AI Salam phannacy .....636730 
Yaooub pharmacy .....„-644<M5 
Shmdsan? phannacy _i3766Q 
Nqjib pharniacT .....-..-847632 
ORBED: 

Dr. Mazm.AlmBakir ...J37680Z 

AI Quds phannacy (— > 

ZARQA: 

17r. RatibAlallah .994424 

KhaUfefa phannacy .^5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Contrxd Cenire .....637] 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

.661111 

Defence Immedble Rescue 

6.HJ341 

Chil Defence Emerjsefi^ ... 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 6)7101 

Blood „775i2I 

Hi§hway Po&ce 343402 

TVanic Prtice -..896jt00 

PuHic Security* DeparUneiU 

- -,.630.321 

Hotel Oxnj^ainte .605800 

Price Compbiflls 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Oan- 

pWnts ....897467 

Amman Mu&ksptdity Corn* 

ptamts ....787III 

Tefepboue lafonaatloa Idirec- 
toiyassistajice} 121 


Overseas CaOs OI02.W 

Central Amman Telq>hoiic 

Repairs 623J0I 

Abdali Telephone Repaint 

- 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 ) 1 

Water AuUiority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Qcctrk Power Company 

— ............W63BI 

Rl Fhghi biformation OK- 
53200 

Queen AUa Inti. Airport 08- 
5.3200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8I38I.V12 

KhaDdi Maternity. -.644281/^ 
Akilrii Maternity, .../4244I/2 
Jabal Annnao Matenti^* 
642162 

Malhas,J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, .Shindsanl 60707 1 
ShitKisani Hosph^ ....Ji69l3l 

I’nivcrtity HttfpHal .84584.5 

ALMuas^ Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahil Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqlrcen 

777101/3 

ALBadiir, — -.-775Hl/2t> 

Array. Marita ..-..,...89161 1/15 
Queen AUa Hoqtital 

.602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674I5S 

The Arab Centre for Rearl 
and Spcdal Surgery ...865199 


ZARQA; 

Zarqa OovL Hospital 

(09flS,3.32.3 

Zarqa National Hospital 


Ibn Sina Hcspital (09)98(1732 
AI Hikina Modern Hospital 
fHOMunoon 

IRIHD: 

Princese: 

Basnu Hospital 

ffV’f'’7SSSS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

Ibn /M 

Nafccs Hospital 
(n?)?a7it(n 

AQABA; 

Princess 

Haya Hospitd 
-....(031314111 


FORTHETRAV7SLLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This inrurmaiion is supplied by 
Royal Jurdaninn tRJ) inliHUKi- 
lion dcpaniiK'nt at the QvMcn 
Alia Inlemational Airport Td. 
(08)5.3200 where it should 
always he verified. 

Infomtaijnn un other (lights arc 
supplied (in phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jurdanian (R.T) FUghts 

Sanaa (RJj 

08:25 BtmihaylRJ) 

09:15 Dhaliran. Riyadh fRJ) 


09J0 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJi 

10:05 Bcinn /RJj 

Hhl5 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

ItsSO Colombo iRJ) 

ISKKJ .. New York, Anwenlim i RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ» 

17:20 -.Moscow (RJ I 

17:20 -..Athens (ELI) 

I8rf)S Kuwait (RJ) 

18:55 Bangkc^.CalcutiatRj) 

19rf)5 ...AbuDhabr.AI'AIntRJ) 

LanuicafRJ) 

23:15 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

Riyadh (SVj 

14:10 Shariqahf.AH) 

IStOO DnhjfQR) 

15:20 -Muscat Ddia (GF) 

I6HW Duhai(EK) 

16:30 -RometAZ) 

20.-00 .Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:40 .Cairo (MS) 

23ri0 -.I'-tanbuhTKl 

23:30 London. Beimi (Bai 

23:35 Laranca{ 0 *i 

Royal Ulng<; (KW) 
(ForThui^y and Friday) 

^■45 Aqaha(RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA)fRW) 
09J0 Amman (Marka Airport) 

(RW) * 

17:20 Tcl Aviv i r\V) 

18i30 Amman (QaJAKRW) 

21J0 — .Aqaba TRW) 

22J0 Amman (Marka Airp<«) 
(RW 

departures 


ferine" among the Palesiini- 
an.s and the Iraqi pa'pl<: 
“who are dying because »*t 
the sanciion.s." 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fl^ts 

06:20 . 


07:25 . 


lOJO . 

..Abu Dhubi..AiAin(RTi 

11:30 . 

....Tuni'i. Co-'^blanca ( R/) 

11:30 .Am.Mcrdam.ChicaccnRl» 

]2K)U .. 


12d)5 


12:15 . 


13:00 . 


18:15 . 


20:10 


2«*~^ . 


23:00 . 


23:59 


Other Flights 

UO',35 


03dK) . 


06:40 .. 

BciiuL London (B.'^' 

08ri)0 .. 


11:20 


14-.45 - 

Rh-adhtSVi: 

15H)0 .. 

Alfiicnii.AHi 

15:55 

E)oha l(JR'. 

16:20 . 

..Abu Dhabi. Doha iCFi. 

I7ti)0 

-...Muscat Dubai 

17:30 

.Romct.Aii'' 

21:20 

Tri Am- 


Royal \Mngs 

(For Thursday and Fridaj'l 
06:45 Amman (Maka AiiprtH (8^ ' 

(W:I5 - -Aqaba (R"'’ 

09 JO ....j^mmanlQAIAUR"'' 
16:45 Amman (Maika Aaprt^* • 
(RW) 

J7JS ......TclArivlR'^'. 

20J0 .... Amman (QAIA)(R'^ >, 
21:50 Aqaba 



L 


Home News 


Prince Firas opens symposium on 
organ donation, transplantation 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, December 18-19, 1997 


;^MMAN fPfetiaJ — 
Qeputi^g for HRH Princess 
gania, pneadent of the Jor- 
danian Society for Encourag- 
ing Ogan Donation, His 
Majesty” King Hussein's 
Health Advisor Prince Firas 
Vt^ednesday open^ a sympo- 
s nim at Speciality Hospital 
on organ donjon and trans- 
plantatitw in Jordan. 

in his opening remarks. 
Prince Fras said organ trans- 
plantaDOQ saves human lives 
and minimises the cost of 
medical crearmenL 


Uie govemmeni spends 
JD6ii Q^Ii(Mi to cover the 
costs of dialysis tmatment 
and medicine for some of the 
Kingdom's 650,700 kidn^ 
patients, he added. 

The Prince called for estab- 
lishing a national centre for 
organ transplantation in Jor- 
dan, including a national reg- 
isto* for all patients needling 
organs. 

Many citizens wish to 
donate the organs of recently 
deceased relatives but cannot 
do so due to the lack of qual- 


ified medical persoitnei and a 
mechanism for organising 
and distributing organ dona- 
tions, he said. 

Khalid Muhalwas. the hos- 
pital's director general, said 
the symposium seeks to 
reach a scientific, religious, 
and medical consensus to 
encourage people to donate 
csgans. 

Organs transplantation can 
so\'e the treasury large 
amounts of money spent on 
medical treatment, he said, 
noting that the cost of treating 


1998 UNICEF report 
targets child malnutrition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mainu- 
trition contributes to the 
death of nearly seven mil- 
• lion children worldwide per 
year and leaves millions 
¥ other physically maimed. 

1 intellectu^y impaired, and 
1 suffering fiom the conse- 
quences of a weakened 
. imm une system, according 
to the United Nations Cbil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) 
1998 State of the World's 
Children Report. 

, In the Middle East and 

N(»th Africa region, 17-43 
kgM/" per cent of the deaths of 

children under the age of 
five were associated with 
malnutrition. 

■ ■ ‘ ” The report, which was 

launched globally Tuesday, 

■ .'.,1 said malnutrition can take a 
.p>:.'.Li;unU,. '■“if'y of related fonns, 
^\cii v sdu\ Ti such as protein-energy mal- 
liv-! ^ iri.. nutrition and deficiencies 
of raicronutrients including 
^ iron, iodine, and vitamin A. 

~~ — A press release issued by 

I T the UNICEF office in 
^ I ^ ni Amman stated that 38 per 
Jordanian children 
are iodine deficient. 

, acconltegtpcbefmdingsof. 
a national siirvey on ii^ne 


i NEWS IN ! 
! BRIEF 

* - -t 

Snow forecast for Friday 

I AMMAN (Petiaj — Meie- 
I oology' Department 

' sources Wednesday said the 
' weather today noil be cold 
and partly clcnidy. with 
iDlermittent showers. 

The sources added that 
snow is expected Friday in 
areas above 1,200 metres, 
due to a cold polar air mass 
that will affect the Kingdom 
this weekend. Ice is also 
expected Saturday night 

Meetii^ to open in Cairo 
to discuss Palestinian 


I AMMAN (Petra) — Repre- 
sentatives Arab countries 
hosting Palestinian refugees 
will meet in Chiro next Sun- 
day to discuss issues related 
ID Israeli measures in the 
occufned tenitctfies, laaeli 
plans to Judaise Jerusalem, 
economic and social condi- 
tions in the Palestinian terri- 
tories, Israeli settlements 
and Jewish immigration, 
and the SCTvices of the UN. 
Relief and Woiks Agency 
for Palestinian Refogees 
(UNRWA). 

The JcHdanian ddegation 
to the one-week meeting 
will he led by Palestinian 
AfGairs E)qiaitment Direc- 
tor General Ibrahim Tarshi- 
hL 


deficiency disorders, which 
wa.s until recently the 
world's leading cause of 
preventable mental retarda- 
tion. 

Before i990, approxi- 
mately 40 million children 
worldwide were bom each 
year at some risk of mental 
impairment due to iodine 
deficiency in their mothers' 
diets, according to the 
report. 

In 1997, this figure 
dropped to 28 million 
thanlb to the salt iodization 
programmes that have been 
implemented in a large 
number of countries, the 
report said. 

A remarkable improve- 
ment in Jordan has been 
realised since the introduc- 
tion of iodised salt, which is 
now consumed by 75 per 
cent of the families In Jor- 
dan. the study said. 

Vitamii) A deficiency is 
not considered a public 
health problem, despite the 
lack of national data, it stat- 
ed 

Tbe release said 94 per 
cent of niothers in Jordan 
breast-£eed.. their .children,, 


including 27 per cent who 
initiate it within the first 
half-hour after delivery and 
53 per cent who breast-feed 
exclusively for the first four 
months. 

Warning of the grave con- 
sequences of malnutrition. 
UNICEF Executive Direc- 
tor Carol Bellamy said; 
"The persistence of malnu- 
trition has profound and 
frightening implications for 
children, society, and the 
future of humankind." 

Ms. Bellamy said malnu- 
trition is not a simple mat- 
ter of whether a child can 
satisfy his or her appetite. 

"A child who eats enough 
to avoid immediate hunger 
can still be malnourished. 
Good nutrition relies on a 
combination of adequate 
nutritious food, good health 
services, and proper care 
for pregnant women and 
children," she said. 

The report urged govern- 
ments to show commitment 
and provide funding to sup- 
port community-based 
actions to combat n^nutri- 
tion,/^. , 



FASHION SHOW: A young model displays the sea- 
son's style at a children’s fashion show opened 
Wednesday by HRH Princess Sumaya at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. Proceeds from tbe two-day show, 
which was organised by the Jordanian Child Fund in 
cooperation with Insituto Cervantes, will benefit 
poor children (Petra photo) 



FILMS . 

* “El Maestro de Esgrima” at Institufo 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman on Thursday at 
5:00 p m. 

* “Tbe Philosophies and Aesthetics of 
Impressionism" at Daiat A1 Funun, Jtdia] 
Weibdeh omlbursday at 5:30 p.m. 

* "Home Alone" I) at the American 
Center. Abdoun on ^ursday at 5:00 pjn. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by the 
Intemaribnal F amil y Troupe at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre on Tbursthy at 8:00 p.m. 
(Anodier performance will be held on 
S^urday). 


* Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeJ. 
5537598), unil Dec. 20. 

* Photo exhibition by Edgardo 
Rodriguez entitled "Arab Presence in 
Cuban Aichiieciure" at Institute Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman, unpl Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi artist 
Dhia Khaza’i at Hamm urabi Ait Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098). until Dec. 

18 ... 

* Exhibition of prints by Algenan artist 

Rashid Koraishi and calligit^hy by Iraqi 
artist Hassan Massoudi, inspir^ by the 
poems of Mahmoud Darwish, at DaraiAl 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until Dec. 3 1 . Also 
displaying paintings by Jordanian artist 
Nasr Abdul Aziz, and works by contem- 
porary .Aiiab artists. 


one kidney patient uaing dial- 
ysis is around JD 1 1 .000 per 
year. 

Dr. Muhalwas said the kid- 
ney transplantation rate 
abroad is 90 per cent, com- 
pared to one per cent in Jor- 
dan. He attributed this very 
low rate to lack of awareness 
and failure on the part of 
some health providers to pro- 
mote this ick^ 

However, the success rate 
of kidney transplantation in 
Jonlan is 95 per cent, he stat- 
ed. 

1996 fraud 
cases cost 
Jordan 
JDS 19,483 


report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Auditors 
horn the Audit Bureau last 
year discovered 49 public 
fund embezzlement and baud 
cases in government depart- 
ments amounting to 
JDS 19,483. of which only 
JD7 1 has been recovered, 

according to a report recently 
published by tbe bureaa 

The repon. as published in 
the local press, noted that the 
cases of fraud were discov- 
ered at the ministries of sup- 
ply. finance, and health. Th^ 
violations will Ik debated by 
the new Parliament during the 
present session, the report 
added 

The Audit Bureau attributed 
the fraud cases to the follow, 
ing: 

— multiple tasks entrusted 

to the collector? of public 
ftiridi', ■ _ 

— eriml^irieht of unquali- • 
tied omdals, lock of job 
descriptions for each, and 
poor j^rformance on the part 
of inventory staff. 

— poor internal control 

— • lack of appropriate mea- 
sures to deter violate^?. 

— failure to jxeveni mamp- 
ulation of food coupons and 
failure to refer violators to 
couTLand 

— improper accountancy 
measures at some of Joidan's 
embassies abroad 

The report also stated that 
the bureau sent government 
departments a of 706 
notes requesting clarifrcations 
of frinds spent during 1996. 
but recei\'ed only 65 replies. 

It also noted that through iLs 
investigations and control 
procedures, the bureau was 
able to save JD 10,601. 870 for 
the state oeasurv in 1996. 


Tourism will be supported despite 
drop in number of tourists — Biltaji 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has witnessed a decline 
this year in the number of 
tourists visiting its 
archaeological and tourist 
attractions compared to 
last year, but this will not 
discourage the country 
from exerting efforts to 
improve tourist facilities. 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji 
said Wednesday. 

The minister, in a lec- 
ture at Al al Bayt Univer- 
sity in Mafraq. attributed 
the decline to the current 
situation in the Middle 
East, for which he blamed 
the policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Stating that the number 


of tourists this year 
dropped by 5.5 per cent 
from last year, the minis- 
ter said an increase in tbe 
average length of stay by 
tourists in the country 
compensated for this. 

Joi^an has earned $S00 
million from tbe tourism 
industry so far this year, 
he added. 

Tourism, which counts 
as part of Jordan's 
exports, was the second 
largest earner of foreign 
currency last year after 
phosphate, accounting for 
37 per cent of the coun- 
try's overall exports and 
11 per cent of its gross 
domestic product, he stat- 
ed. 

Oe.spite the decline in 


the number of tourists this 
year. Jordan will continue 
modernising tourist ser- 
vices by building hotels, 
improving tourist trans- 
port facilities, and devel- 
oping resthouses at 
archaeological sites in 
cooperation with the pri- 
vate sector, according to 
the minister. 

At least four major five- 
star. world-class hotels 
are currently under con- 
struction in .Amman at a 
total cost of around iOlOO 
million and others are 
being built at the Dead 
Sea and the port of Aqaba, 
according to tourism 
industry sources. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
is encouraging investment 


in the tourism industry 
and is offering investors 
from Jordan and other 
countries attractive incen- 
tives and tax exemptions, 
he said. At the same time, 
it is promoting training 
programmes for tourist 
guides and workers in 
hotels and other tourist 
facilities, he added. 

Ministry of Tourism 
sources said a decline in 
European visitors to Jor- 
dan this year was offset 
by an influ.x of visitors 
from the Gulf states as 
political ties warmed up 
and by growing religious 
tourism from Indonesia 
and Mulavsia. 


Arab development fund endorses 
$113m loan for dam construction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social 
Development (AFESD) 
has endorsed a SI 13 mil- 
lion loan to Jordan to 
help it finance develop- 
ment projects. 

The loan, to be paid 
back over a period of 16 
years with a six-year 
grace period, will be used 
to finance the construc- 
tion of dams in the Jor- 
dan Valley at Waleh. Tan- 
nour, and Mujib. as well 


as a water pipeline to 
draw water from Mujib to 
the eastern shore of the 
Dead Sea. 

According to Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation 
sources, a delegation 
from AFESD previously 
visited Jordan to assess 
the dams' feasibility 
.studies and prepare a 
report recommending the 
implementation of the 
project to the fund's 
board. The two sides had 
initialled a tentative 


agreement during the del- 
egation's visit to the 
country, according to the 
sources. 

The ministry said the 
dam at Mujib is designed 
to collect rain water to be 
used for industrial and 
agricultural purposes in 
the .southern Jordan Val- 
ley region. 

The Mujib dam. w-hich 
i.s e.x peered to cost 

around S79 million, will 
be 51.5 metres high and 
will store up to 35 mil- 


lion cubic metres of 
water, while the dam at 
Waleh will be 45 metres 
high and can store up to 
9.3 million cubic metres 
of rain water. The dam at 
Tannour will be 65 
metres high and will 
.store up to 8.9 million 
cubic metres of water. 

The designs and the 
tender documents for the 
three projected dams 
have already been 
finalised, according to 
the ministry. 


Palestinian support for peace process 
has increased since July — survey 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
opinion poll conducted by . 
the Jerusalem Media Cen- 
tre in the West Bank and 
published in Al Quds Ara- 
bic daily in Jerusalem 
revealed that Palestinian 
support for the peace 
process has increased 
from 68.7 per cent last 
July to 74.2. per cent at 
present. 

The survey showed that 
support for the Fateh 
movement, the largest 
Palestinian faction, rose 
from .34.8 per cent to 40.9 
per cent and support for 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat 
increased from 37.6 per 
cent to 46.4 per cent in the 
same period. 

According to the survey, 
these changes in opinion 
occurred as a result of the 
political developments in 
Palestine over the past 


three months, especially 
Israel's refusal to imple- 
mehf jerins of, the .peace 
accords" concluded with 
the PNA. including the 
redeployment of Israeli 
forces. 

The changes were due to 
the Palestinian people's 
belief that Israel is ciying 
to renege on the agree- 
ments. according to the 
poll. 

It noted that Mr. Arafat's 
firm stand with regard to 
unacceptable Israeli pro- 
posals and the tension 
between the PNA and 
Israel have increased the 
Palestinian people's con- 
fidence in their leader- 
ship. The sur\’ey added 
that the wide-ranging 
campaign in the Israeli 
media alleging that Mr. 
Arafat's health condition 
is deteriorating may have 
contributed to increasing 
Palestinian sympathy for 


their leader. 

At the Same time, the 
poll showed that support 
■fo*r the tslamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, 
increased from 11.3 per 
cent in July to 17. .3 per 
cent last month and that 
there was an increase of 
public confidence in 

opposition groups includ- 
ing Hamas. Islamic Jihad, 
and other Islamic organi- 
sations, in addition to the 
Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine. 

The increase from 20.1 
per cent in July to 25 per 
cent last month reflected 

public sympathy for 

Hamas following the 

Israeli attempt on the life 
of Khaled Misha’al. a 
Hamas leader in Amman, 
and the release of Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin from an 
Israeli jail, according to 
the poll. 

On the economic front. 


only 19.2 per cent of the 
sample in the 'poll 
believed that the peace 
process has contributed 
positively to the national 
economy, while 38.3 per 
cent believed that the 
peace process has affected 
the economy negatively. 

It is worth noting that 
reports by the U.N. and 
the World Bank support 
the view on the negative 
trend in the economy, as 
both state that the stan- 
dard of living and income 
of the Palestinian people 
has dropped over the past 
four years. 

As for corruption. 40.8 
per cent of those respond- 
ing to tbe questionnaire 
believed that the PNA was 
dealing with this issue, 
while 47. S per cent said 
the PNA is not doing 
enoueb to address the sit- 


Qatar pledges to boost investment in Kingdom, resume financial aid 


(Continued friMn page 1) 

developments. including 
Iraq, the stalled Arab-IsraeU 
peace process and perceived 
Iranian overtures to improve 
strained ties with the Arab 
world. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
hailed close links with Dt^ 
saying that the "Qatari desire 
to' interact with us [Jordan] 
on the middle management 
level not just on the official 
level" was evident ‘'This is 
not just a question of build- 
ing from (Ik top down... but 
is also at aU levels,'* he 
explained. 

"We see eye to eye on 
many issues, and not just on 
the political level" the 
Crown Prince told the press. 

His Royal Highness and 
Sheildi Hamad also stressed 
the need to co-ordinate 
stands ahead of a meeting of 
QIC fereign ministers in 
Doha in March. 

Jordan and Qatar are keen 
on rc-activaiing many of the 
OIC institutions and follow- 
ing up on resolutions taken 
up by the Tehran summit 
especially setting up a con- 
flict resolution centre for the 
Muslim World and establish- 
ing "codes of conduct" such 
as non-interference m inter- 
nal affairs of countries, a^ 
non-frindiog of ‘lerrorisin. 

Both leaders focused on 
the outcome of the OIC sum- 
mit and perceived changes in 
Iran's “rhetoric towards the 


Arab-Israeli peace process," 
one Jordanian official said. 

Arab states have long 
v’iewed Tehran with suspi- 
cion after the 1979 Islamist 
revolution, and the 1980-88 
Iraq-iran war. Many have 
accused it of obstructing the 
six-year old Arab-lsiaeli 
peace process, funding "ter- 
rorism" and trying to export 
'its Shiite revolution" to 
other stales in the region- 
charges vehemently denied 
by Ir^. 

Based on the new per- 
ceived changes in Teh^. 
Qatar and Jordan are keen to 
"re-integrate Iran into the 
region," one senior official 
told the Jordan Times. 

On the economic level 
Jordan and Qatar also ini- 
tialed an agreement to pre- 
vent dual taxation and agreed 
to set up a liaison office in 
Doha to co-ordinate invest- 
ment and business opportu- 
nities in Jordan, especially in 
areas of tourism, industries, 
transpoitation and banking. 

A ^tari business delega- 
tion is expected to visit 
Amman next week to view 
investment opponunities in 
Jordan, Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of State 
Affairs Jawad Anani said. 

Several Qatari inwstois 
have visited Amman recently 
and expressed interest in 
investing unilaterally or in 
joint ventures with Jordanian 
partners. 

A Jordanian-Q flMri joint 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali talk 
to Qatari emire Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani and Qatari Crown Prince, Sheikh 
Jassem Ben Hamad AJ Thani, Wednesday, before their return back home (photo by 
Boghos) 


venture was set up last 
month to build four facttxies. 
two in each countiy. to man- 
ufacture food stuffs, clothes 
and petrochemicals at a total 
cost of ^ million. 

The deal was signed during 
the coniroversial Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic confer- 
ence. held in Doha last 
month. 

Jordan attended the confer- 
ence, boycotted by most 
Arab countries, including the 
Palestinians. Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia as a protest to 
Israel's hard-line policies — 


a move which (^atar appreci- 
ated. Israel, which has a 
commercial office in Doha, 
attended the MENA confer- 
ence. 

Jordan's association agree- 
ment with the European 
Union, signed late last 
month, could provide Qatar 
with a gateway to further 
boost exports to Europe, 
according to Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

The Jordan-EU deal envis- 
ages creating a free trade area 
by the year 2010 — consid- 
ered to be a major challenge 


for the country’s infant 
industries that have long 
relied on protectionist poli- 
cies. 

Some economists belieye 
many Arab businessmen 
□light be lured to setting up 
industries in Joidan. which 
has liberalised investment 
rules, to gain access to the 
lucrative EU markets. 

His Majesty' King Hussein 
met Crown ftince Hassan 
and tbe accompanying dele- 
gation. w'hich included 
Prime Minister .Abdul Salam 
Majali, Dr. Taraw'neh and Dr. 
Anani. on tiieir return. 


4 World News 


ANC to elect Mbeki as party 


chief, Winnie possible deputy 


MAFIKENG. South Africa 
(AFP) — The mling 
African National Congress 
« ANC) prepared Wednes- 
day to elect Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeld as 
party leader with Winnie 
Ma&kizela-Mandela a 
dark horse for deputy. 

Some 3.000 ANC dele- 


gates at a party congress 
were to vote in the party's 
six executive leaders in a 
tightly-guarded auditorium 
at the University of the 
Northwest in this agricul- 
tural town. 

Results are to be 
announced Thursday. 

While Ms. Madikizela 
Mandela. President Nelson 
Mandela's ex-wife, has not 
been nominated, her sup- 
porters have said they will 
name her from the floor for 
the position of ANC 
deputy president 

And she has made it dear 
she intends to fight for the 
post, which was vacated by 
Mr. Mbeki who is the 
unanimous candidate to 
replace Mr. Mandela as 
party president. 

So far. the only official 
candidate for the number 


two post is the current 
party chairman, Jacob 
Zuma. 

A broadly-smiling 
Winnie. 63, was mobbed 
by dozens of frenzied sup- 
porters on her arrival at the 
hall where ANC leaders 
were later to decide her 
political future. 

As she stepped out of her 
luxury car. dressed in a 
fetching blue dress and 
sponing a beadwork neck- 
lace. supporters surged for- 
ward and began dancing 
around her. They chanted 
“Winnie, Winnie” as she 
made her way into the hall 
where the ANC is holding 
its triennial conference. 

As rules stand, she needs 
the support of 10 per cent 
of candidates for a success- 
ful nomination, but ANC 
leaders opposed to her bid 
for a senior post plan to 
push through a new rule 
which will require 25 per 
cent support 

Winnie's admirers who 
welcomed her Wednesday 
believed they would rally 
enough signatures from the 
floor, no matter what 
threshold is set. 


"We support her for what 
she did for us." one chanti- 
ng delegate, who gave his 
Dome only a.s Jacob, said. 
"She is strong and stands 
by her words. We love her 
so much." 

At the last moment jour- 
nalists were allowed to 
enter a fiery first session of 
the conference Wednesday, 
during which voting rules 
were to be discussed and 
nominations finalised. 

"Today there is going to 
be action." one delegate 
said. 

Mr. Mandela and his for- 
mer wife hugged at the end 
of the South African presi- 
dent's marathon speech 
Tuesday, putting their bit- 
ter divorce behind them — 
for tile cameras at least. 

But Mr. Mandela, who is 
known to be opposed to her 
election to any position 
within the ANC, also urged 
delegates to choose strong 
leaders for the new millen- 


nium. 

“These leaders whom 
you must elect democrati- 
cally — hopefully uninflu- 
enced by demagogy, self- 
ish promotion and self- 


serving media ■>— will con 
tlnue a struggle which we 
ourselves inherited," Mr. 
Mandela said, in what has 
been interpreted as a refer- 
ence to his ex-wife. 

Mr. Mandela was given 
an emotional. warm 
farewell after delivering a 
blistering, four-and-a-half 
hour final speech as ANC 
president Tuesday, when 
he warned against white 
"counter-revolutionaries' 
still attached to the privi- 
leges of apartheid. 

Mr. Mbeki is widely 
expected to become South 
African president in the 
1999 election for head of 
state, which will conclude 
the 79-year-old Mandela's 
gradual reiirement from 
politics. 

If his ex-wife Ms. 
Madikizela-Mandela is 
successful in her party 
election bid. she could rise 
to the country's second- 
ranking post. 

However Mr. Zuma. 55, 
is the favourite of both the 
ANC's historic leader. 
Nelson Mandela, and his 
designated successor. 
'Thabo Mbeki. in this poll. 


Apparent battle brewing over 
revised Cambodian election date 


PHNOM PENH f AFP) — A 
battle erupted Wednesday 
over the date of Cambodia's 
general election after 
strongman Hun Sen insisted 
the poll be held in May as 
planned after a parliamen- 
tary committee said it 
should be postponed until 
November. 

"At this point the position 
of the government is still to 
have the election on May 
23, 199$"* the second prime 
minister told reporters after 
-opening a Japanese-funded 
water distribution project. 

"For the government, 
there is no delay," he said, 
adding he had spoken with 
co-interior Minister Sar 
Kheng. who had proposed 
postponing the polls for 
technical reasons. 

"This morning. I told Sar 
Kheng that the government 
strongly requests the May 
23 date." he said, adding, 
however, that the National 
Assembly would have the 
final say. 

Tuesday. parliament's 
election committee adopted 
a proposal to delay the elec- 
tion for seven months until 
Nov. 22 citing technical 
problems. The committee 
was to meet again 
Wednesday to finalise a 
draft which is expected to 
be presented to the full 
assembly this week after it 
is reviewed by King 
Norodom Sihanouk. 


Sar Kheng told MPs 
Tuesday that elections in 
May — the fifth anniver- 
sary of Cambodia's U.N.- 
brokered elections — was 
no longer feasible as prepa- 
rations. including voter reg- 
istration. had not begun. He 
suggested July 31 and Oct. 
18 as alternatives. But the 
parliamentary committee 
rejected those dates in 
favour of Nov. 22. 

They said July 31 fell in 
the middle of the monsoon 
sea.son and Oct. 18 was still 
too early for oil the election 
requirements to be met. 
However, in a sign of a 
compromise between Hun 
Sen's position and the Nov. 
22 date, there were indica- 
tions the committee might 
either restore Sar Kheng's 
alternatives or eliminate the 
date from the election law 
all together and leave the 
decision to the national 
electoral commission. 

Adding to the maelstrom, 
dissident Sam Roinsy 
Wednesday said that any 
move to delay the election 
until after May 23 would be 
illegal OS the constitution 
gave the people the right to 
vote for its government 
every five years. 

"The delay is illegal," he 
told reporters, cimming that 
Hun Sen. his Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP) and 
some corrupt MPs had ulte- 
rior motives for delaying 


the poll and extending the 
mandate of parliament. 

He smd he and a .small 
group of his allies in parlia- 
ment would fight the pro- 
posed postponement. 

The international commu- 
nity has been monitoring 
preparations for the election 
since July when Hun Sen 
effectively ousted First 
Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, who 
is now in exile facing crim- 
inal charges. 

Foreign donors have made 
it clear that unless the elec- 
tion is "free, fair and credi- 
ble" — understood to mean 
the prince be allowed to 
participate aid pro- 
grammes suspended after 
July will not resume. 

llie international commu- 
nity has not yet registered 
any opposition to the pro- 
posed delay and diplomats 
in Phnom Penh have said a 
delay may actually increase 
the chances for the election 
being free and fair. Several 
noted that Hun Sen's oppo- 
sition to the delay may a 
carefully crafted suince 
designed to shift potential 
criticism for it from the 
prince and ethers to the 

assembly. 

"He needs legitimacy," 
said an Asian diplomat. "He 
can't be seen to be encour- 


aging or supporting a 
delay." 


China 
unveils new 
system to 
catch bike 
thieves 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese 
police will soon be able to 
pick out at a glance bicycle 
thieves hiding among the 
crowd of 450 million bite rid- 
ers. the officio] Xinhua news 
agency revealed Wednesday. 

After March 1. bicycles 
Sport a registration plate 
endowed with a detacht^le 
centra] section. When riders 
pari: their bicycles In the 
siieeL they need only take 
with them this part, and 
replace it when they remoiuiL 

If die vehicle is stolen in the 
meantime, the thief Ls easily 
spotted by the hole in the 
licence plate. 

The new system will be 
tri^ fust in large Chinese 
dties where cyclists must 
obtain the new plate by June 
1, 1999. Alterthat date, it will 
not be permitted to ride with- 
out one. 

But. for [hose who forget to 
put their centre section back, 
beware: you will be **treated 
as a diief," warned Xinhua. 


Study favours angioplasty 
to drug therapy 


CHICAGO (Ti) — 
Angioplasty enhances the 
short-term surv'ival 

prospects of heart anack 
victims in comparison to 
clot-dissolving drug thera- 
py. especially among those 
at greater risk of strokes, 
researchers said Tuesday. 

In a review of previous 
studies invoKing more than 
2.S00 patients who suffered 
heart attacks, researchers at 
the Heart and Vascular 
In.stituie of the Henry Ford 
health system in Detroit 
determined that angioplasty 
saved an additional 21 lives 
per 1 ,0(X) patients. 

In angioplasty proce- 
dures. a tiny balloon is 
threaded through clogged 
or narrowed coronary arter- 
ies to allow greater blood 
flow. With drug therapy, 
the medications smeptoki- 
na.se or tissue-type plas- 
minogen activator are 
introduced to di.ssolve 
blood clots. 

The risk of mortality after 
30 days was 4.4 per cent for 
the patients treated with 
angioplasty compared to 
6.5 per cent for those treat- 
ed with drug.s. 

"Angioplasty is superior 
to drug therapy, at least in 


the short-term treatment of 
heart attack patients." study 
author Douglas Weaver 
.said. 

The study, published in 
the Journal of American 
Medical Association, also 
found angioplasty com- 
pared favourably with drug 
treatment in reducing the 
number of patients who 
subsequently suffered non- 
fatal heaii attacks or 
strokes. 

Mr. Wea\er wrote that 
further research was need- 
ed to determine if angio- 
plasty proves superior to 
drug therapy over the 
longer term. 

Two Canadian 

re.seorchers writing in an 
accompanying editorial 
agreed the research needed 
long-term follow-up with 
an as.sessment of cost- 
effectiveness. 

"(Angioplasty) is at Iea.si 
a reasonable alternative to 
tdnigt therapy in high-risk 
patienLs. and in expert 
hands, may be prefened in 
patients prone to suxtke. 
such as the elderly." 
Hamilton (Ontario) health 
sciences corp. Researchers 
Salim Yusuf and Janice 
Pocue wrote in the Journal. 


Yeltsin 
could leave 
hospital 
late this 
week 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
recovering well from a viral 
chest infection and could 
leave the hospital late this 
week, -“ his spokesman 
Sergei Yostrzhembsky s^'d 
Wednesday. 

'The president's health is 
satisfactory." Mr. 

Yosuzhembsky told 

reporters. "AU the 
catarrhous symptoms are 
eliminated and the effects 
of the viru.< are completely 
eradicated." 

Asked if the 66-year-oid 
Mr. Yeltsin would leave the 
hospital at the end of the 
week — the timeframe 
mentioned by doctors who 
admitted him last 
Wednesday — the 
spokesman .said: "I am 
counting on it." 

Mr. Yeltsin will speak 
Wedne.sday by telephone 
with German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and meet with 
hi.s own chief of sialT. Mr. 
Ya.strzhcmbsky said. 

\\Tien he wa.s admitted to 
the Bars ikha rest home out- 
side Moscow lost week, 
doctors diagnosed the pres- 
ident as having an acute 
viral respinitonr infection 
and said he would need to 
stay there 10 to 12 days. 

Mr. Yasirzhembe.sky said 
this schedule still applied, 
and denied reports from 
Moscow Echo radio that 
Mr. Yeltsin would stay in 
the hospital until the 
Orthodox Christmas on 
Jan. 7. 

He also said television 
crews would film (he presi- 
dem Thur?iday. although be 
did not say when this 
footage would be broad- 
cast. 

He did not rule out the 
po.ssibili(y of Mr. Y'eltsin 
being in condition to make 
bis weekly radio address, 
which he usually does 
Friday. 

Meanwhile the surgeon 
who carried out a quintuple 
coronary bypass on Nlr. 
Yeltsin in November of last 
year denied that the prc.si- 
dent's latest hospital stay 
had anything to do with that 
operation. 

Renat .Akchurin told the 
magazine Argumemy I 
Fakiy: “But any person 
who has caught a chill nuLsi 
be placed under medical 
supervision. I would even 
say. out of superstition, that 
one must take no risk-s." 

He recoiled that a previ- 
ous chill of Mr. YelLsin's — 
in January, during conva- 
lescence from the luart 
operation — ■ had developed 
into pneumonia. 
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NATO tells Russia new alliance 


structure ‘non-negotiable’ 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO Wednesday denied 
that it had agreed to hold 
talks with Russia next year 
on the level of military 
installations it will establish 
in the Czech Republic. 
Hungary and Poland after 
they^join the alliance in 
1999. 

Commenting on reports 
from Moscow that this had 
been agreed, a NATO offi- 
cial said; "Its false. This is 
an internal NATO question 
and it is non-negotiable." 

Interfax news agency in 
Mcftcow cited foreign min- 
istry officials as saying that 
the issue of infrastructure 
wcMild be pan of the agenda 
for 1998 meetings of the 
NATO-Rus.sia Joint 

Council, established this 
summer in a bid to smooth 
over the tensions created by 
NATO's eastward expan- 


sion. 

The programme of talks 
was due to be discussed at a 
meeting of NATO foreign 
ministers and their Russian 
counterpart Yevgeny 
Primakov here later 
Wednesday. 

NATO has always insisted 
that it will do whatever it 
judges necessary to guaran- 
tee *the security of the three 
new member states. 

But. as part of iLs efforts to 
reach on understanding with 
Moscow, it has voluntarily 
declared that, for the fore- 
seeable future, it sees no 
military rationale for sta- 
tioning nuclear weapons or 
building major new infra- 
structure on the new mem- 
ber states' territory. 

The importance of this 
tacit deal has been under- 
lined by the existing allies' 
refusal to accept Poland's 


request to have a sub- 
regional NATO command 
located on its territory. 

Under current plans. 
NATO envisages having to 
spend a relatively modest 
$1.5 billion over ten years 
to intesnite the three coun- 


tries. 

Most of the money is ear- 
marked for new communi- 
cations systems to allow 
iheir military forces to oper- 
ate alongside N.ATO troops. 

'The only .significant new 
weaponry the three coun- 
tries will obtain will be 
western anti-aircraft 

defences. 

The three former Warsaw 
Pact countries Tuesday 
signed protocols for their 
accession to NATO. Their 
entry to the alliance must 
however be ratified by the 
parliaments of the 16 exist- 
ing allies. 


India’s Congress suffers polls 
setback as ally turns to nationalists 


MADRAS. India (AFP) — 
India's beleaguered 

Congres.s (h Party .suffered 
a major setback before next 
year's general elections 

here Wednesday when a 
iong-.sianding ally turned 
down a new alliance, offi- 
cials .said. 

The AIADMK party, 

based in the southern state 
of Tamil Nadu, announced 
it wcwJd Instead team up 
with the main opposition 
Hindu nalionali.sis. 

Congress’ bitter rival. 

Jayulalitha Jayaram. a 
film ;u:tresMumcd politi- 
cian and former state chief 
miniMcr. said the AIADMK 
would contest the polls 
campaign in Tamil Nadu 
with the nuiionali.si 

Bhajiitiyu Janata Party (BJP, 
Inditui Pcople'.s Party), 

The former actress argued 
only the right-wing BJP 
could form an "able and sta- 
ble government” after the 
elections, e.xpccicd to be 
held in February. 

The move has dealt a bit- 
ter blow to the Congress, 
which Is trying to return to 
power after suffering its 
wtnsi electoral defeat in 
1996. 

The party, relying on 
socialist-style policie.s. 
ruled India for almost 40 
years after independence. 

It fmjght last year's elec- 
tions and those of 1991 


alongside the AIADMK and 
Ls currently trying to forge a 
series of alliances acro.ss the 
countp' in a bid to lead a 
coalition back to power. 

Ms. Jaydlnliiha. how'ever. 
whose party heads the 
opposition in Tamil Nadu, 
.said: "In recent months 
there has been instability at 
the centre which has 
adversely olfected the inier- 
e.sis of the country." 

Eleclions in India were 
called Iasi month after 
Prime Mini.sier inder 
Kumur Gujral'K minority 
United Front coalition 
resigned after losing 
Congre.ss' crucial support. 

The election dulc.s are due 
to be announced on Jan. 5. 

Ms. Jayalalitha. compared 
to Imelda Morens because 
of her wildly expensive 
life.style and who i.s current- 
ly under investigation for 
corruption, added: "In the 
interest of a .stable and able 
government... we have 
decided to align with the 
BJP." 

Analy.sts say the 
Congress, the party once led 
by the Nehru-Gundhi 
dynasty, now has virtually 
no electoral prospect.s in 
Tamil Nudu. u state of 55 
million people which 
accounts for 40 of the 545 
.scats in the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

The current parly ruling 


Tamil Nadu, the DMK, is 
pan of the outgoing.multi< 
party United Front coali- 
tion. 

Wednesday'.s announce- 
ment. meanwhile, will be a 
major morale boost for the 
BJP, which overtook 
Congress us India's largest 
parliamentary' pony in the 
1996 election.^. 

The party, accused by its 
rivals of nationalism and of 
following a religious agen- 
da. i.s aLso currently trying 
to launch a series of region- 
al alliances after failing to 
csiabli.sh a viable one-party 
government. 

It won 162 seats in the 
April-May elections last 
year but its govemmem fell 
wiihin a fortnight after fail- 
ing to prove its majority. 

The Congresj?, the runner- 
up with around 140 seats, 
then propped up the United 
From, an allismce of more 
than a dozen parties, to keep 
the BJP from power. 

But the Congress's uneasy 
co-hubiialion with the From 
finally ended last month 
after the DMK was impli- 
cated in the 1991 political 
assassination of former 
Congr&ss premier Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

The Front refused 
Congress demands to drop 
the DMK. arguing the 
charges had not been 
proved. 


3 wounded as Indian police 
fire on Kashmir demonstrators 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Three persons were 
wounded Wednesday when 
police fired on Muslims 
protesting against ihc 
destruction of a holy Islamic 
shrine in an accidental fire 
in Indian Kashmir. 

Police said some 5.000 
people marched on the 
streets of Tral town, 50 kilo- 
metres south of Srinagar, to 
denounce the destruction of 
a 700-year-old Mu.slim 
shrine there lute Tuesday, 
police .said. 

Police and hospital 
sourcc.s said police fired on 
the demonstrators after thev 


hurled stones and shouted 
anii-govcmment slogans. 
They .said three people were 
hit by bullets. 

Earlier, residents of the 
town said fire lenders failed 
to reach the site quickly, 
leading to die w'oodcn 
shrine of Shahi Hamdan. the 
founder of Islam in 
Kashmir, burning to the 
ground. 

Police said an electrical 
short-circuit cau.sed the 
hkize. 

Tlic Tnil shrine is the .sec- 
ond historic Islamic reli- 
gious structure to have bcun 
destroyed in a fire in 


Kashmir, India's onlv 
Muslim-majoritv state. 

In May i995' Kashmir's 
holiest Maslim shrine in the 
northern town of Chrar-c- 
Sharief was destroyed in a 
fire that raged during a gun- 
battle between Muslim mili- 
tants and (he Indian army. 

A Muslim .separatist drive 

tn Indian-adminisiercd 

Kashmir has claimed more 
than 20,()(X) lives since 
1989. India blames neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. whTch 
holds pan of the disputed 
Slate, of fomenting insur- 
gency. Islamabad denies the 
charge. 



Hostage 

hi 

two oil 
workersin 
Nigeria 


Portuguese Foreign Minister Jaime Gama (left ) and his Russian counterpart Yevgeny 
Primakov (rig^t) hag each other prior to a European Atlantic Partnership Council at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels (Reuter photo) 
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takers have fieed two 
expatriate and Nigeriairij 
workers fiom the U.S. 
radon film 
Geof^ysical who - 
seized at the - wc^ 
British diplomats ' jm: 
Wednesday. 
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houseboat off die coast of 
southwestern Ondoy^ 
since Saturday because of i 
dispute between the ril {sg 
and local villagers, accon!iii<i 
to diplomats. 

Diplomats neither idea, 
fied the fi«ed ejqiatriaie an 
the feDow woiker ikt ^ 
the circumstanoes .of (^ 
release, but said diat too 
British eraplt^^ tme ^ 
on the houseboat eff it 
Atlantic Coast 
Two Britons, a U.S. oatu^ 
al and an Austrafian woede; 
four foreigners beid.«iil 
nine Ni^rians by 
men. Shooting was 
Saiuiday but no 0 De n& 
reported hurt in the incideot 
Earlier Wednesday, 
mats said they antkipiiledc 
resolution of the ocLI 
adding that a positive dnu 
opment could take plx| 
wiihin 24 houns, sinix 
U.S. firm appeared in pm tf 
have sealed the dispute. 

The hostage-taking ajpe 
ently arose fix>m a row jte 
payment of work undociQ 
for the film 1^ local village 
and sources indicated dnidt 
company had paid out sob 
money. 

In Canberra, a 
afiaiis spoicbmah cqfi&^ 
Wednesday that a/ij-veaf 
old man fcotti' '‘'Vl&lal 
Australia and 13 
workers were 
Saturday by disgnmded ul 
lagers. 

However, a Nev^Qbahi 
among those first so 2 »J 
released Monday, 
to cany the ransom deDUil 
to amhorities. and 
believed to be cri his t 
Queensland. Aaslralia, wbs 
he lives. 

lYerious reports had 
caied that the fifth expatos: 
was released on Sunday. 

Diplomats stud 
were believed to be oe ds 
houseboat, but added dial dr 
tension had (fcoppf^ 
Wednesday. dKx;^. 
Australian Forei^ 
expie.ssed continued copoii'' 
for the fate of the hostages 
Western Geophysieal hf 
been carrying out 
testing in the area. S) as&; 
the region's potential 
drilling. It was at odds 
the local community 
least a month beftte d® 
lagers stepped up 
sure by toJung . 

Local Western Ge^hysej 
staff consistently deeSDed k 
make any comineDi. oB ^ 
affruT, stating that it 
being handled by die-ft®*^ 
European headqpianers 
London, from whoe no®'*'' 
ment was fonhcoiiB^- 
The military admaiisn*^ 
of ()ndo state, frigSK 
Anthony Onyeru^juta^^ 
been closely 
develt^menis. .. 

Similar incideois 
occurred previousl) 
Nigeria, trfien 
higher pay for local 
ees working for intenB*®^ 
firms which expkui ihc^ 
try's reserves am/' .1*^ 
.M?urce of foreigo CUBO^- 
income. ^ 

In early 
employees of the 
giant Elf Aquitaine oflW^ 
the company's 
Lagos and 
more than a week, 
expatriate staff froin®]®^ 
Backed by powcftinb^ 
unions, they denModwP 
hikes and a teduetto ^ 
number of expao^ 
employed Iv ^ !ti 








e.vL place 
, Yj in j ilat in 
i «hen 

^ Fraixe' 

jjijjnieilit’face service. 

Carles tiMTiiCT 

^ jnd p'liiical ally 
i[jji5j\l.iukh;irK!l- 

the ‘■•tilceis 
.Jiui olii-e range by 
ijlpj. vihi.i h.ul been part\'- 

]o*Wihn-Ui:ha ^^indow 

ij\ li i\a- ill- closest 
^iini fu» cvenuaJ 1994 
If] a v'jrver across 
^ jpf jixi dk’ Middle East 
»bI ('■• ha'-c caused 
deiuh- 

Lil& hi« jpned at the 
i ftkli iftned Usi Fri- 
Adui the Rue Touitier 
.(hiKfti'ihe fe-iili of "a 
iK ihc M' 1 -vjd." the 
•Sli'ftiw ^erMce 
'siheiJuled evuminution 
s ciKumsiaiKe* ><f the 
lii I*) the '.s ill he 
2M time ihi‘ three judges 
'fflne juK'iv \iill ;'(cus on 
Ued K the 
^ Imerii'jn. 

litdaj. the pA.ked coun- 
«htialan.h:o'Hin[ nf his 
fcm his ch'IdhiHxl in 
®iehu>hL«> nst‘ t»' inter- 
one of 
niiM u.inted ter- 


•s. 


(ifi 


t-uiuiuycu UY *-«• _Oft 

dent ended 

jHeva*® 


the workers 
both counts. 

On several 
Nigerians have - 
woikers hostage ” 
financial claiios. 


French with a 
5pankh jocenu he 
hj^ Marxist 
^.^iJtlter. his decision at 

. iind hjs Studies 

:''l-uniumhu I 'niversitv. 


^*''f-"luiiMnjr\ hotbed.' 


iir.1 : notoea 
enjoyed 
'•cnlh, in 

c\en an 
on his 

^ 'lie 

in protest 


.'^■mfed 


is 


oiun 

.l^'^yer. 
i'* now 

hud suffi- 
the 

'< Pn^'^'ution 


defendant 




■Jlflo 


'Stins.l'TP'^nilv 






kid,^: savs 






f'ghter 


icn- 


. a 1970 


[) be con- 

^^^anacksin 






-V 




... 

^''erattrib- 




St 


^seRed 


4 











I 


18-19 


lit 


World News 


Paris court 

L 

examines 
^ murder 
charge at 

S^Hq Carlos trial 


PARIS (AFP) — The Paris 
Assize Court was set to 
examine a triple murder 
- charge against “Carios the 
. JacfcaT 00 the focotb day of 
tds trial Wednesday. 

\fenezuelan-bom Carlos, 
whose leai name is Oidi 
Ramirez Sanchez, faces 
spending the rest of his life 
behind bars for the 1 975 m ur- 
deis of two French policemen 
aod a Lebanese infonser. 

One of his former women 
fiiends, Nydia Toboo. a 
Colombian who recounted in 
a 1978 book how Carios had 
admitted in a telephone call to 
shooting several people in the 
1975 incident, was in court 
and was expected to be call«i 
to testily. 

The shooting took place 
June 27, 1975 in a oL in 
Paris’ L^iin Quarter, when 
duee unarmed otiicers, mem- 
bers of France’s DST 
counier-intelligenoe service, 
nmied with CatJos’/ormer 
jriend and political ally 
Michel Moukharbai. 

He and two of the ofiSoeis 
were shot at close range by 
Carlos. had been party- 
ing witii fiiends and who then 
scrambled through a window 
to sofi^. Jt was his closest 
call und his eventual 1994 
capture in a career across 
Bnope and the Middle East 
belieWd to have caused 
scores of deaths. 

Carios has argued at the 
trial which (^rened last Fri- 
day. that the Rue TbuUier 
shoot-out was the result of *‘a 
plot by die Mossad." the 
Israeli secret service. 

'Ihe sdieduled exarnination 
of tite circumstaiices of the 
killings .by the. court will be 
(h&firk time the three judges 
and nine jufons will focus on 
the charges fa^ by the 
Soudi Amoicaa. 

Tbesday. the packed court- 
room he^ an account of his 
life, fiom bis childhood in 
Venezuela to his rise to inter- 
national notoriety as one of 
the world's most wanted ter- 
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lorists. 

Speaking Fmnch with a 
thick Sparush accent, be 
talked about his Marxist 
lawyer father, his dedsion at 
15 to join Venezuela's Ccm- 
munist Youth and his studies 
in London and in Moscow, at 
Patrice Lumumt» University, 
then a revolutionary hotbed. 

Asked whether he enjoyed 
studying chemisny in 
Moscow by presidmg judge 
Yves Comeloup. Carios said: 
“I'm an expl^ives expert, 
your honour. I'm even an 
iDStructra*." 

The Tuesday hearing on his 
past and on his character fol- 
lowed a controversial session 
Monday, in which his lawyers 
quit the court in protest 
against the trial. 

A court-appoiDted lawyer, 
Olivier Moderate, is now 
defending the prisoner but 
has said be has not had sufB- 
dent time to examine the 
dght-volume prosecution 
case. 

The 48-year-old defendant, 
elegantly tumed-CHJt each day 
of &e bearings, has been stag- 
ing his 0 ^ ^fence, laughing 
arid joking and aiiparently 
enjc^ng being in tte public 
spotlight afier three years of 
sectary confinemenL 
C^xured by french agents 
in Sudan in 1994, Carios says 
he was kidna^^ied and is 
being held and tried illegally 
in France. 

In a move that may compli- 
cate the prosecution case, the 
former gueniUa fighter 
denied havirig given a 1979 
interview to an Ai^ic-lan- 
guage paper — A1 Watan A3 
Arabi — in which he con- 
fessed to a string of attacks in 
the 1970s, inchidiiig the 1975 
Rue TouUier killings. 

“I have never given a press 
inmiew. This is a manipula- 
DOfl,” be said. ITie interview 
was the only one ever attrib- 
uted to Carlos. 

After years with the radical 
Popular Bont for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (FPLP), Car- 
los set up his own “terrcNist 
inieinational" of extremists 
such as Gennany's Red Army 
Paction and the Japanese Red 
Arniy. 




Homeless people sit at the central r^way station in Warsaw where about 300 people 
found shelter from the cold. Wednesday temperatures in some regions of Poland 
plunged to minus 22 degrees Celsius (Renter photo) 

600 children struck down in 
Japan by flashing cartoon eyes 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
authorities launched an 
investigation Wednesday 
after more than 600 children 
were stricken by convul- 
sions. blurred vision or vom- 
iting while watching a tele- 
vision cartoon. 

A Home Affairs Ministry 
official said 685 people, 
mostly children, were t^n 
to hospital after the pro- 
gramme Tuesday evening 
featuring the Pocket Mon- 
ster, or “Pokemon." 

Japan Broadcasting Coip. 
(NHK) said 208 people had 
been l^pi in hospital across 
the country for further treat- 
ment. 

“We have nor coniiniied 
all of the causes of their 
sickness but we suspect 
most of the cases were 
caused by the television pro- 
gramme,” the rninisoy offi- 
cial said. 

The children momentarily 
lost vision or suffiered con- 
vulsions after seeing 
Pikachu, one of the Poke- 
mon characters, flash its 
eyes on television, officials 
said. 

In one of the most striking 
scenes near the end the Of 
the programme, animated 
characters crept into a Ixo- 
ken computer and fought 
villains amid bright flashing 
lights. 

Psychologists said the phe- 
nomenon mi^t be an 
epileptic efitect induced by 
flashing light known as pho- 
tosensitive epilepsy, or 
group hysteria. 

Police questioned televi- 
sion officials and the case 
could be handled as one of 
uaintentionally inflicting 
injury. 

The National Police 
Agency ordered local police 


offices to gather information 
on the programme, agency 
officials said. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto expressed con- 
cern and called for a special 
investigation. 

“We need a study by 
experts because the impact 
of a certain kind of light or 
laser on eyes through televi- 
sion has not been proved 
yet," Mr. Hashimoto told 
reporters. 

Cases of photosensitive 
epilepsy among children 
playing Japanese-made TV 
games have been reported in 
Japan, the United States and 
Britain. 

“Given that they collapsed 
with their eyes irritated, 
there is the possibility of 
photosensitive epilepsy or 
group hysteria.” said psy- 
chologist Rika Kayama. the 
-author of a book im ;vjdeo 
games and health. 

Other psychologists told 
Jiji Press the symptoms were 
probably caused by the com- 
bination of a sudden flash 
and flickering of lights. 

The TV Tokyo Network, 
which aired the 30-minute 
programme, said it reported 
the case to the Post and 
Telecommunications Min- 
istry which licenses broad- 
casters. 

“We will postpone the 
resumption of the pro- 
gramme until we can find 
relations between the anima- 
tion and the sickness,” a net- 
work spokesman said. 

Nintendo Co. Ltd. origi- 
nated the cartoon and 
expected big shipments of 
video games using the char- 
acters ahead of Christmas, 
analysts said. 

Nintendo said it was not to 
blame and criticised the net- 


work for the way it aired the 
cartoon. 

Nintendo President 

Hiroshi Yamauchi said 
Pokemon was in b/ack and 
white on game equipment 
while the TV Tol^'o pro- 
gramme was in colour. 

'This situation is the prob- 
lem of TV Tokyo's way of 
producing (the cartoon pro- 
gramme)." Mr. Yamauchi 
said. 

Analysts warned the inci- 
dent could damage the video 
game maker ahead of its 
peak sales period. 

‘The timing was extreme- 
ly bad because it happened 
before Christmas and New 
Year's Day, the most impor- 
tant period for the indusDy." 
said Hironobu Sawake. a 
video game and toy analyst 
at Nikko Research Centre 
Ltd. 

“The impact on Nintendo 
could be very big in the short 
term as Nintendo had 
expected much from ±e 
characters' game, which 
became this year's number 
one hit in the industry,” Mr. 
Sawake said. 

The news sent Nintendo's 
share price down 1.6 per 
cent to 12.500 yen. one of 
the few dediners Wednes- 
day. 

The Pocket Monster soft- 
ware for the portable screen 
game has become a smash 
hit, selling some 7.5 million 
units since February last 
year and generating huge 
sales of character merchan- 
dise. 

The cartoon programme 
has been broadcast every 
Tuesday evening on 37 sta- 
tions affiliated with the TV 
Tokyo Network since ApriJ 
with viewing rates averaging 
more than 17 per cent 
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A young woman holds a stuffed toy, the mouse monster Pikachu, hero of a video game 
and anhnated television programme, 'The Pocket Monster' i AFP photo) 

Russian elephants drink vodka to beat cold 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Elephants at Moscow's 
Zoo have turned to tip- 
pling vodka to counter 
record cold temperatures 
in the Russian capital, 
the daily newspaper 
Moskovski Komsomo- 


lets said Wednesday. 

Zoo keepers have 
resorted to serving up 
highly alcoholic bever- 
ages' to the elephants to 
stop the beasts from 
fteezing, as the tempera- 
ture fell to minus 2S.8 


degrees Celsius Tues- 
day. 

1716 Russian capital is 
shivering from the low- 
est temperatures on 
record, with a reading of 
minus 27.3 degrees Cel- 
sius Monday night. 
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Arctic cold continues 
to kill in Eastern Europe 


PARIS (AFP) — Europe 
continued to shiver 
Wednesday in the grip of 
an Arctic cold wave which 
killed at least 29 people in 
Eastern Europe, and left 
entire regions without heat- 
ing or electricity. 

At least 29 (Kople. main- 
ly homeless, died of cold in 
Poland. Romania, Bulgar- 
ia. Russia, and Ukraine, 
and the Republic of 
Daguestan declared a state 
of emergency as its entire 
population went without 
gas heating. 

Poland suffered the heav- 
iest death toll with 1 1 peo- 
ple reported dead Wednes- 
day, most of them homeless 
or drunks having slept out- 
side. 

Seven homeless people 
died in Bucharest, the 
forensic institute in the 
Romanian capital said, 
raising the death toll from 
harsh weather to 17 since 
late October. 

More victims were 
expected, the institute said, 
as the temperature in 


Bucharest plunged to 
minus 15 degrees Celsius. 

Most of Bulgaria was 
snowed-in, press reports 
said Wednesday, and four 
people died as the cold 
snap drove temperatures 
down to minus 12 degr^s 
Celsius in the Bulgarian 
capital. 

The frozen body of a 
woman was found in the 
southwestern city of 
Dobrich, and passers-by 
found the body of man in 
the streets of Pazardjik, in 
central Bulgaria. 

A 47-year-old woman 
died of heon failure while 
wailing for a bus in Varna 
on the Black Sea in minus 
10 degree Celsius weather. 

Traffic, public transporta- 
tion and electricity were 
severely disrupted In sever- 
al parts of Bulgaria. 

Although temperatures 
were on rise throughout 
Russia, three people died of 
cold and 22 people were 
hospitalised in Moscow, as 
hundreds of fires ignited by 
makeshift heailns were 


reported in the capital. 

In minus 35 degrees Cel- 
sius weather, eight people 
died overnight Tuesday in 
the central Russian city of 
Tula when a fire broke out 
in their building. 

Inhabitants in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, who 
have been living without 
electricity, heating or water 
for over 24 hours, p^ose- 
ly staned fires in their stair- 
cases to fight the chill. 

“We are no longer used to 
low temperatures because 
winters have been mild in 
the European pan of Russia 
over the past years." the 
president of the Russian 
weather institute, Alexan- 
der Bedritski. told ITAR- 
TASS Agency. 

Moscow witnessed its 
coldest Dec. 16 in history 
Tuesday, with thermome- 
ters marking minus 28.8 
degrees Celsius. 

Meanwhile, temperatures 
in Ukraine continued to fall 
reaching the record minus 
35 degrees Celsius and 
killing four people. The 


state of emergency has 
been declared in the 

Ukrainian regions of 

Donetsk, where 220 towns 
are left without electricity, 
and in the Republic of 
Daguestan, no longer 
receiving any gas for iLs 
furnaces. 

Elsewhere in Europe, 
cold weather forced school 
closures in Britain, caused 
dozens of traffic accidents 
on icy roads in Germany 
and Austria and caused 
huge traffic jams in French 
and Spanish cities. 

Strong winds swept along 
Europe's Atlantic coast, 
reaching J20 kilometres 
per hour in Portugal, and 
road and maritime traffic in 
Greece and Yugoslavia 
were severely disrupted. 

Meanwhile, most Scandi- 
navian countries enjoyed 
particularly mild weather 
Wednesday, as Stockholm 
prepares for Christmas in 
snow-free streets and Ice- 
land registered tempera- 
tures of seven degrees Cel- 
sius. 


S. Koreans go to the polls in close three-cornered race 


SEOLH- I AFP) — Souih 
Koreans go to the polls Thurs- 
day 10 decide whether a veter- 
an dissident, a former 
Supreme Court judge or a 
young provinci^ governor 
should run the countiy for the 
next five years. 

It is one of the closest races 
the country has known, and 
with just hours to go, there was 
no clear favourite in the three- 
cornered contest where the 
main issue for rich and poor 
alike is the counuy's econom- 
ic crisis. 

Vying for the presidential 
Blue House are the ex-judge, 
the majoriQ' party's Lee Hoi- 
Chang. 62, opposition veteran 
and former dhsident Kim Dae- 
Juag, 73, and the youngest 
hopeful. Rhee In-Je, 49. of the 
New Petrie's Pariy (NPPi. 


Informed sources said late 
Wednesday that Mr. Kim, 
despite his rivals' derisive 
charges that his age makes him 
unfit to lead South Korea into 
(he 21st century, held a three 
per cent edge in a still uncer- 
tain electorate. 

All diree Wednesday 
stunqsed the politically-cruci^ 
Seoul area under overcast 
skies, claiming to be the only 
one competent to dig the 
notion out of its financial mess. 

“Do you want an end to this 
crisis or do you want chaos?' 
asked the Grand National 
Pany's (GNP) Mr. Lee. who is 
also an ex-prime minister. 

“If you want stability and an 
end to this, I will give you 
that," said Mr. Lee. 

lOm Dae-Jung of the main 
opposition National Congress 


for New Politics iNCNP) has 
risked his life repeatedly and 
spent years in prison under for- 
mer rnilitary governments for 
his political views. 

But Wednesday he too was 
talking economics, reaffirming 
his commitment to abide by 
the temis of an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) agree- 
ment, saying he would meet 
IMF chief Michel Camdessus. 

“If elected I will meet with 
Camdessus, and I will keep 
my promise to abide by the 
(IMF) agreemenL But I will 
continue to negotiate on issues 
such as massive unemploy- 
ment and insolvencies," he 
said. ' " 

"Let's gel over this IMF.'* he 

added.. . < . 

The feisty Rbee In-Je. who 
bolted the niling GNP to sec up 


the NPP and run on his own. 
said “only a fiesh leader can 
help the country." 

Rhee has defiantly 
refused to listen to calls from 
the ruling GNP, which says he 
should quit the race because he 
was “simply splitting the con- 
servative vote and helping 
Kim Dae-Jung.” 

‘Good news, here it is split 
50-50 between Rhee and Lre,” 
Mr. Kim campaigner, Kim 
Dae-Sung. told AFP by tele- 
phone from the conservative- 
dominated southern city of 
Masan, what he called “the 
heart of the enemy canqs" late 
Wednesday nighL 
The Central Bection Man- 
agement Committee (CEMCl 
has said.it should start seeing a 
trend around midnight Tliurs- 
day. 
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Diplomacy 
by gestures 


PRESIDENT BILL Clinton has reacted 
favourably to conciliatory overtures by 
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami, 
and rightly so. 

The Iranian leader recently extended an 
olive branch to Washington by stating that 
his country harbours no ill-feelings towards 
the American people upon whom he heaped 
praise. He had done that soon after estab- 
lishing his credentials as a moderate who 
stands for constructive dialogue and peace- 
ful resolution of disputes and conflicts. 

Khatami's statesmanship was all too evi- 
dent at the recent Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) summit, whether in 
remarks he made at the opening session or 
in later deliberations, when he sought to 
steer away from the discourse of radicalism 
and extremism and came down strongly on 
the side of reconciliation and accommoda- 
tion with other religions and civilisations. 

Though President Clinton’s positive 
response to the bold challenge of a changed 
Iran is conditional, there is no doubt that a 
new relationship could emerge between the 
two couotri^. Two of President CUiiton’s 
caveats for cooperation, namely that Iran, 
halt its alleged support for terrorism and 
support the Mid^e East peace process 
should not pose insurmountable problems. 
The Iranian president has already 
expressed his readiness not to frustrate 
Arab-Israeli negotiations or their legitimate 
goals. On terrorism, the new Iranian stance 
appears also to be accommodating. 

A problem might remain over Iran’s 
attempts to develop mass-destruction 
weapons and their means of delivery. On 
this score Washington cannot fairly pursue 
its declared policies in isolation from paying 
due attention to Israel’s own programme 
for such weapons. 

In any case a package deal needs to be 
articulated that would address the issue on 
a regional basis. This prerequisite explains, 
in part at least, why Israel would be the last 
country to want to see a thawing in rela- 
tions between Washington and Tehran. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab Al Yawm's Mohammed Subelhi 
expressed his belief that the professional unions will 
soon find themselves on a colliding course with the 
government which is reportedly preparing a new law to 
govern the unions' work. Subeihi said reports leaking 
from government sources .say the new law will deprive 
employees of public and government organisations of 
the right of affiliation to these unions, and in this case 
the law will restrict the unions' current activities on all 
fronts. Of course the unions will not remain passive in 
the face of this measure and sooner or later they will 
have to enlist the support of Parliament to reach a mid- 
dle ground with the government. The writer said it 
would be most unreasonable for the government to 
ignore tens of thousands of intellectuals' views when 
drawing up the new legislation and it is not in the inter- 
est of the country' to prevent unions from drafting the 
way to the future. The writer said the government and 
the unions must come to an agreement through and with 
the help of Parliament and the government should 
respond favourably to the unions' desire to have a dia- 
logue that would safeguard both parties' interests. 


Al Dustour's Oreib Rintawi addressed Turkey's dif- 
ficult position between East and We.sL He said Ankara 
has been meeting with one failure after another. It failed 
to join the European Union in view of its records on 
human rights and its occupation of northern Cyprus and 
faced an embarrassing situation at the Islamic summit 
in Tehran for its alliance with Israel against die Arab 
and Islamic World. Rintawi said. He said Ankara did 
not succeed in ridding itself of its Islamic and Oriental 
identity in order to enter Europe and subsequently it 
was boned from the EU and has not convinced the 
Islamic World of its Islamic identity either. He said 
Turkey is at a cross-roads and can not decide w'hich 
way to cum simply because it is dominated by a military 
mentality, w'ith the armed forces holding on tight to the 
reins of the riation. 


Freedom and freedom abuse 


WE IN JORDAN (and the Arab World and the world al 
large) are plagued by two extreme positions on freedom. 
The first — totalitarian, oligarchic and oppressive — calls 
for the curtailing of freedom (personal, political, social, 
economic, etc.) because the majority of people ore not to be 
trusted to respect and appreciate iL Give them an inch, they 
take a mile. The second — utopian, idealistic, simplistic, 
careless and anarchic — is diametrically opposed, calling 
' for the bestowing of freedom without limits. At times, the 
second comes as a reaction against the lirst: at times, the 
first comes as a reaction against the second. This is the way 
it goes in human history. Every action has a reaction equd 
to it in force though opposite to h in direction. In today's 
Arab World, because we have not enjoyed the freedom we 
have for so long craved, many of us are calling for freedom 
without bounds. This is perfectly understood, though by no 
means acceptable. One extreme breeds another extreme. 

These two opposed positions still exist in our society, and 
at all levels. The first reflects itself, for example, in parents 
who do not allow their children to express themselves even 
in the simplest of matters and to participate in decisions 
related to the family as a whole. Some parents do not allow 
their children to make decisions regarding their own per- 
sonal lives: there are parents (usually fathers) who choose 
not only the university which their son/daughter ought to 
attend but the very discipline they have to specialise in. 
Some even interfere in the choice of their children’s life- 
time partners. Yes. this happens even now, in 1997. 

Such position reflects itself also in husbands who oppress 
their wives, in teachers who come to lecture and dictate 
information to students, in school headmasters who silence 
both students and teachers, in civil servants who are law 
worshippers (using the law or rule against you but never for 
you), in committee heads who do not listen to their fellow 
committee members, in ruthless administrators of all types 
and at all levels, in seniors who do not respect juniors, and 
yes in some (perhaps even many) government officials. 
Where do government officials come from, anyway? From 
the parents, husbands, teachers, headmasters, committee 
members, administrators, etc. All of the above-mentioned 
(and many others not mentioned) are obviously abusers of 
freedom: the freedom they are given to rule and oppress 
and the freedom they deny others. 

The second position reflects itself also in parents who 
have neglected the noble calling of parenting and permit 
their children to function and exist without supervision: 
look at the so-called popular areas in our part of world 
where the children live practically in the street from dawn 
to dusk doing whatever they see Hi (we have to take this 
dimension into account when we spe:^ so gloriously of the 
so-called "man in the street,** shouldn't we?). And it reflects 
itself in permissive teachers, headmasters, civil servants, 
administrators, taxi drivers, mechanics, etc. 

Look at our public roads: the way people drive, without 
paying attention to signs, rules or laws: look at the way they 
litter. 1$ this the freedom we want? Clearly, all of this is 
abuse of freedom. The situation in our society is disorderly, 
chaotic, and anarchic in many ways, due to a false setise 
that we have of freedom. 

Usually, however., Igroponents of freedom in the Arab 


World confine themselves to talking about political free- 
dom or freedom of expression in the media and the press. 
And they usually resort to Western democracy to justify 
their arguments. I am all for freedom of expression (by 
everyone) and all for political freedom (for everyone) — 
and so arc the majority of Jordanians, I believe. But while 
fighting for the freedom of everyone to express, we have to 
take the following into account: otherwise our vision of 
freedom will be shortsighted and our position will be at best 
selfrsh and nai've: 

' A) Why should discourse about freedom in our part of the 
world be almost exclusively confined to political freedom? 
Why not talk also about freedom in the various societal 
spheres which are equally important? For everybody polit- 
ical freedom is important, but for everybody also other 
types of freedom are equally significant. The number of 
those individuals who address political freedom (ordinary 
people, intellectuals, writers, etc. ) for outweighs the num- 
ber of those who address the other types of freedom. This 
imbalance needs to be rectified. Very few' people in our 
society are talking about child abuse, woman abuse, student 
abuse, crimes of honour, road abuse, etc. A truck driver who 
parks his monstrous, noisy, and poisonous machine amidst 
people's homes in our “popular" areas is as abusive (per- 
haps more abusive) of people's freedom ( the freedom to 
live in peace and in a healthy environment) as those who 
deny them freedom of expression. How come we do not 
hear much about this? 

B) Why should freedom of expression be almost always 
synonymous to criticism of the government, as if the only 
cause of our problems in the Arab World is the government 
and as if the gov'emnient has magic solutions for every- 
thing? The “man in the street" is holy, “ordinary people" 
are saints; the government is villainous. Why do the critics 
of the government hesitate to criucise also the other abusers 
of freedom: the dictatorial father, the oppressive husband, 
the irresponsible truck driver and the various violaiurs of 
rules and laws? Along the same lines, when we talk about 
democracy are we not talking about two essential compo- 
nents: the government and the governed? Why do we have 
much to say about the former (and usually negatively) and 
almost nothing to say about the latter. The so-called "ordi- 
nary man" in our pan of the world is neither all that pure 
nor all that innocent. It is he or she who drives muniacaliy 
in our streets; it is he or she w*ho litters the public roads and 
outing areas. I wonder if wc should blame the go%*crnmcnt 
for a Mercedes-500 motorist (perhaps a graduate of a fine 
Western school and a proponent of Western democracy) 
who throws Pepsi cans from the window of his/her 
Mercedes? 

C) When we think and talk about freedom of expres.sion. 
we must also think and talk about empowering people to 
express. Empowerment takes a variety of forms, not least 
among which is the ability to express. What happens on our 
public roads (the chaos, danger, and carnage resulting from 
cor accidents) is a metaphor for what happens elsewhere in 
the various societal spheres. In my humble opinion, a dri- 
ver who speeds maniacally and disobeys ro^ signs is as 
dangerous and subversive (and in need of education) its 'a' 
Speyer on Issues who does not know when and where to 


society. 


changes and to knock out some “inappropnate expres- 
sions. is it a dictatorial newspaper? Are not "subtlety" and 


“appropriateness” of expression a vinue and blunlness and 
inappropriaieness a vice? Does not the New 'York Tunes or 
even the Cornell Daily Sun require that much. Those who 
do not know how and when to step on brakes when they 
speak lue offensive and subversive, whether in our informal 
occasions and get-togethers or in our public political life. It 
is our job to educate and empower them. 

Bui democracy (a.s courses even at the freshman level 
teach us) is a process. You can't expect a society to become 
democratic overnight (especially the .society of abusive 
motorisLs. environment polluters, and law breakers). How 
long did Western democracy lake to evolve, develop and 
reach the level it has reached. And yet until now (and not 
only during the McCarthy era), it is stili far from perfect ! 
What Jordw has achieved in the realm of democracy since 
1989 in phenomenal. .Anyone who is unable to see that is 
both ungrateful and ignorant. The Jordanian leadership 
deserves a big applause, and so do the successive Jordanian 
governments which played a role in the introduction and 
nourishment of democr.icy in the country. I believe that we 
should criticise the Jordanian government when it does 
something unwise or when it fails to act on something pos- 
itive (it is the duty of us Jordanians to do so), but I believe 
that it is our duty also to praise it and encourage it when it 
does something positive. What it has done In the realm of 
democracy is pral.sew'orihy. even though we still expect it to 
do more. Too much praise is hypocrisy, but too much criti- 
cism is heresy. Similarly, failure to criticise when criticism 
i.s due i.s treason, but failure to give praise when praise is 
due is pure ungratefulness. 

Two things bother me with respect to discourse on 
democracy in our part of the world; A) llagrani violation of 
it either by lotulituriuns and oppressors who want to deprive 
others of it or the anarchists and idiots who abuse it in its 
own name and B ) flagrant ignorance of its meaning even by 
those who live and study in Western democratic countries 
(like the author of the letter to the editor, J.T.. Dec. 14.) who 
ought to know better. 

Democracy is abused when we deny its benefits to oihen; 
1 x 11 is also abused when we misunderstand it and have a lot 
of nonsense to say about it. 


LETTERS 


Fresh approach to 
U.S.-lran relations 


Refugees revisited 


To the editor: 


I AGREE with Mr. Sadi (Letters to the editor, Jordan Times. 
[)ec. 17) that refugee status, like any piece of law. should be 
considered in “iLs wide context." What I do not agree with is 
his characterisation of this context Unfortunately, many of 
the arguments made in his article are ones governments often 
resort to cither for non-ratification or for restrictive applica- 
tion of the '51 Convention. May I respond to a few points 
made in his reply. I will only tackle the legal and factual 
aspects. I will not even attempt to delve into the cthic.s of it. 

jordan is not the only country in the world “that finds itself 
in a region tom by anned conflicts and civil strife.” The ‘51 
Convention is ratified, for e.xample. by most of the African 
states. These areas are as elTecied by violence and forced 
migration as the Middle East if not more, yet they were w'ill- 
ing to satisfactorily apply the basic provisions of the refugee 
regime. .A quick look at the Great Lakes. Southern .Africa, and 
West Africa would prove this point. Latin America would 
provide another example. Political, social and security" mat- 
ters are accounted for in the convention. A .state may exclude 
criminals or persons who are a threat to security from the 
application of the convention (.Articles. l.F, 32. 33.2). 

The threat of harming the Palestinians' political aspirations 
and identity is also unfounded. Palestinians ate excluded 
under An. I.D. from the convention. This exclusion was 
incorporated pursuant to pressures from the Arab states for 
the exact reason of not affecting the Palestinian situation. 

Mr. Sadi seems to argue that the convention i.s both too 
wide in that it would aiiow asylum seekers to "ruin the infra- 
structure" and too narrow for not accounting for persecution 
by non-govemmenlol sources. Both aigumcnls are legally 
unfounded. .As to the first oiguroent a country may bv 
refugees from entry in case.s of mass influx that would 
impose unreasonable burdens (see for example Tanzania’.s 
recent closure of its borders to Burundi refugees i. The irony 
in this position is that Jordan has, dc facto, never prevented 
refugees from entering its territory. It is. anyway, under a cus- 
tomary legal obligation not to return (refouien refugees to 
areas where they fear persecution. 

As to the second, it is accepted now thar refugee .status aris- 
es if the state fails its duty' of protection. This means cases 
where the state i.s unwilling or unable to protect its citizens 
from persecution conducted by private agents. 

Of course the application of the convention has been 
“tainted with abu.se and exploitation." However, if we follow 
that argument in favour of non-ratification, then we would 
not ratify any hurit-n rights treaty. One of the more imponuni 
functions of international human rights law is the selling of 
normarive standards that provide bases forjudging the legiti- 
macy of state actions. No realistic analyst of international law 
would expect immediate and full compliance with the tenets 
thereof. ITiis docs not however, lessen its imponance. 

As to Uk argumcm dial the application of refugee status if 
I still characterised by "whim" and “wide discretion." I 
believe that there is a serious mixing of i.ssucs here. Of course 
there is discretion in the application of the law. Discretion is 
a central and inevitable feature of law. As long as law is not 
applied by robots, discretion will exist. However, there is a 
big difference between rule-bound discretion, where the 
boundii^s of legitimacy are dcmarcutcd, and unfettered dis- 
cretion where anything goes. The application of the conven- 
tion has been as “ unpredictable'' a.s any civil, criminal, or 
adminisiniiive ca.se. If predictability were to mean certainty, 
then there would be no need for judges and lawy'ers. 


Borderline cases where the outcome is not curtain constitute 
the majority of all legal cases. 

The *51 Convention is not perfect. It is too rcsiriciivu. ii 
does not cover ali the situations in the conicmporary world, 
and there is no international mechanism for supervising its 
application. However, it. like the rest of inierauiionul law. only 
provides minimum standards. A state party may apply more 
favourable provisions to refugees (Art. 6). It is the only glob- 
al piece of law for the protection of refugees. If wc arc to lake 
refrigee rights seriously. I still maintain that wc must ratify the 
convention. 


By Najaiedin Meshkatl 
and Guivc Mirfendcreski 


Ghailh .41-Oniari 
Woifson College 
Universitv of Oxford 


Seeing it black and white 


To the editon 


I DISAGREE with Mr. Walid Maaytah on his criticism 
(Letters to the editor. Jordan Times. Dec. 17) of Mr. Marwan 
Hanania's letter to the editor (Jordan Times. Dec. 14). and 1 
find his comments inappropriate, non-cunsiniciive. :ind .some- 
what personal in nature. 

Democracy does not come in phases, nor is j| u grey area. It 
is a black and white issue: wc cither have it or wc don't. 


Marwan M. Alalia 
Amman 


Ask the industrialists 


To the editor: 


WE HEAR yet again of government ollicials* concern about 
the failure of Jordanian industries at a lime when wc arc 
attempting to join the World Trade Orguni.suiion (WTO). 

Tumum Al Gboul. dircclor of the WTO office ai the Mini.stry 
of IndULStiy. said in a recent lecture that induslriaii.st.s are con- 
cerned about lowering tariffs on irnymned goods. As an injus- 
Lrialisl 1 agree, although for different reasons than (hose suited 
by Ms. Ai Ghoul. 

Most industrialists in Jordan arc fully aware that witlinut 
attaining high .standards in ihcir products there i.s no way wc 
can compete against impuned products. Must indusiriaii.sis 
also do not want to hide behind a w':il| of protectionism to 
insure that their products sell. Wc are concerned, however, 
that all wc hear from govcmincnl officials is that Jordan will 
reduce tariffs on imported gocids without accompanyin" the 
hike widi reduclioitei on tariffs on raw materials which arc 
used In manufacturing. 

Il is about time that the govemmcni stops messing around in 
reducing tariffs on a limited number of raw nialorials cverv 
few months and instead declares a reduction of custom lax to 
zero on all imported raw materials ih.ii go into manufacturing. 
Only then will we. as indusirialisis. he able to look confident- 
Iv ai a better future. 


Marwan Nassar, 
General Manager 
Jordan Rubber Indastrics Co. Amman 


LOS ANGELES — The recent 
assembly in Tehran of two doren 
heads of stale and high-level ofl'i- 
ciuU representing some 55 enun- 
irics nfficially mailed the eighth 
meeting nf the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. It al.<:c> 
marked the symbolic death of the 
U.S. piiiicy of "dual cnniuinment" 
of Irair .and Iraq. .Spccillcalh. (he 
g.ailicring marked ilic uncr failure 
of the L^S. aiicmpi to isolate Iran. 

Polictes ol rcsinciion or con- 
tainment ihrough economic mech- 
anisms dt> not work. In u porous 
wisrld. sanctions .ve largely inef- 
fcciive'. Saddanv Hussein is slid in 
power, and the regimes in North 
Korea. Vietnam and Cuba have 
Min-tvcd tn spite of comprehen- 
sive U.S. sanctions. 

When U.S. policy has been .suc- 
cessful it has been bused on con- 
structive cjr positive engagement. 
The ending of apanheid in Ssiuih 
Africa and of cunimunisni in 
Ea.siem Europe. Arab-lsracli peace 
i.niks, proiccUon of inicllcctu- 
al property righis in China — all 
these ihing.s have enrne ahi.iui 
because of induence ihrouch 
insoisement. 

The extension of U.S. poliev to 
the .iciioiis of tMhcr enumties com- 
pounds the ermr. By prussuring 
Russia to cancel its SI hillion con- 
tract to .sell nuclear reactors to 
Iran, the United States is uninten- 
tionally taking a ri.sk tlui could 
' have dire cmiscqucnce.s, 

Iran, Jcfermined in develop its 
nuclear energy cupabiliiy. is likclv 
to acquire components for nuclear 
resictor systems through vannu.s 
means — from many sources that 
could he scallercd Ihrougitnui var- 
ious counuieh. 

Tcehnieally, this effnn could 
result in a piecemeal asscmhlani.. 
of potentially ineompatihie ports 
of dubious reliability in an untest- 
ed reactor. 

As lltc wrvld learned after the 
April 19H(> accident at Chernobyl, 
a nuclear accident anywhere rs a 
nuclear accident everywhere. A 
hastily i>r ticcnetiy dcsicned. 
uiilesicil Iranian nuclear reactor 
operating with obsolete saJeiy sjs. 
terns would ccnainly pijse a high 
rl.sk to people and Utc envioMitneni 
across (lie Northern Hemisphere. 

In these limes, the best eonirol 
in icclinolugicuJ matters is through 
the sy.stemic integration of nation- 
!tl (cchnologic.s. Tight integration. 


interdependence and correlaiJoa 
among technologies of difltnem 
coumrics would pruride mudi 
more oversighL control and assur- 
ance than do unilateral policies of 
rcstriciiort.s and Isolation. 

The U.S. deal with North Korea 
for developing and installing 
nuclear reactors is a step in ibc 
right direction and i.s a good exam- 
ple of this new paradigm in for- 
eign policy. 

When it comes to building rcla- 
lionships. the United States should 
follow (he recipe it used in dealing 
with such ideological advetsanes 
as the Soviet Union. China and 
Vietnam. 

The United States might want to 
consider as a goodwill overture the 
unblocking of Iranian assets 
frozen since the 1979-80 hostage 
cri.sis. It could do so the next lime 
there is a namral or environmental 
disa.sier in fnm. TTie United Stare* 
could unfreeze the assets — whh 
no strings attached — to allow the 
Iranian government to cope with 
the humanitarian requircnmn* of 
the situation, 

A willingness on the part of 
either the United Stales or Iron io 
admit that one day there will be J 
nieaningful rclaiionship berwren 
the two is the first step towonb 
that esentualiiy. 

TTic United States needs to xw 
Iran ;i.s part of the soludon to ilK 
problems in the Middle East But 
first Wa.shington and Tehran mtW 
simply be able to commuuicaieMi 
matters of mutual interoL 
Resolving their differences can 
ci.imc later. 

As the Tehran gathering deffloft" 
slratcd. Iran is isolated mostly in 
the mind.s nf U.S. policy makers. 
.And It is U.S. interests that buffer. 

By not reckoning with Iran a* a 
major player in the Middle EssL 
the United States deprives ibf 
.American private sector of a lu^TJ 
live market, widens the gap 
it*- allies and deepens the stagn^- 
tif’n in the Aralvlsracli 
pruec-ss. 

A fresh and bold approach to 
U.S.-lran relations is not iyi 1> 
desirable, it is imperative fof U.S. 
national interests. 


yajmedin A/eshkati is on 
ptnfessor nf cngiiueriKS 
t'niirrr/n- of Southern raitft*®**’ 
6’ti/iv Mirfendenfski 

of inremtilional ta»' ot B/undfU 
L’niversity. This article is reprint- 
ed from the Inrematumel Heroic 

Trihunv. 
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step on the brakes. Such speakers are causing ample dam- 
age to a public which does not distinguish much between a 
blabber and a person with substance. I would say that our 
main problem in this part of the world is not so much the 
absence of freedom of expression as in fact the overabun- 
dance of emotional, nonsensical and inesponsible expres- 
sion. Anyone who is unable to .see this does not know our 


, discs’ : 


D) Democracy is neither oligarchy nor anarchy. Where 
do some people get the idea that democracy (including 
Western democracy) is based on absolute freedom of 
expression? Democracy allows responsible freedom only. 
Democracy is based on rules, laws, regulations, and disci- 
pline. If you defame anyone in the West (be it an ordinary 
citizen or a government official) you can be taken to court 
If the Jordan Times asks a writer to make some “subtle" 
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Is it adieu to 
flopp disks? 

By Jean^Claude Elias 

ONE OF the longest serv- 
ing components in personal 
ccimputers is about to say 
goodbye. Or is it? 

Amongst the many stan> 
dards available for disk 
storage, the 3.5" floppy 
disk, holding a modest 
1.44MB (MB = million 
bytes or characters), has the 
merit to have sustained 
many years without a 
change. Whereas in the 
meantime numerous other 
formats have appeared and 
disappeared, sometimes in 
less dtan a year, the 
I.44M5 floppy has sur- 
vived against all odds. It 
has been around for an 
impressive, record-break- 
ing 1 1 years. 

Most of U.S have trusted 
the format to keep impor- 
tant files. The 1 ,44MB disk 
has been more practical and 
reliable than any other sim- 
iJar media. But with the 
ever-increasing size of the 
files we are now manipulat- 
ing. the good old floppy is 
just not enough anymore. 
Not only its capacity has 
become unsuitable for most 
applications, its transfer 

rate also the speed at 

which it can record and 
retrieve infonnation — has 
become much too slow for 
the new programmes and 
applications. 

It is very common now to 
have personal files with 
sizes of 2 to SMB each. If 
you are downloading data 
the Internet, storing 
digital pictures or pho- 
tographs, recording digital 
audio, or simply k^ping a 
large data base of informa- 
tion you know that files size 
often exceed 5 or 10MB 
each. None of this can be 
stdred'bh f)6^piesl eveil 
if they could it would take 
hours just to open one of 
these large files from flop- 
pies, not to mendoh any 
additional processing. 

The resourceful computer 
industry is proposing sever- 
al solutions. The problem 
precisely lies in the “sever- 
Models of removable 
disks, referred to as car- 
uidges. abound. From the 
100MB Zip disk by Iomega 
to the 2GB Jaz (2 billion 
byres or characters) also by 
Iomega, including 

Bemouilli's 1 20MB system 
and Syquest's offering of 
different capacities ranging 
from 120 to 350MB. the 
choice is yours. In total $ 
formats are available. All 
of these disks work well 
and fast Most of them are 
of excellent manufacturing 
quality and provide 
enhanced reliability and 
data security over the 
1.44MB floppy. The prob- 
lem is the incompadbility 
between them all. The car- 
tridges work only with the 
drive that is specifically 
designed for them. 

Iomega’s 100MB Zip disk 
has proved the most popu- 
lar so far. The company has 
sold mme than 10 million 
such drives and 100 
million Zip disks/car- 
tridges for them. Some 
computer manufacturers 
like Gateway have already 
adopted the ZipIOO and are 
including it as a standard 
feature in their new 
machines. While not being 
the fastest, the Zip is the ' 
most practical and is attrac- I 
tively priced at about I 
JD120 for the drive system i 
and JD18 for each disk/car- j 
tridge. What may qualify it 
as a successor for the 
1.44MB disk could well be 
its popularity and the large 
number of units sold, 
establishing a base for com- 
patibiiit>' and user 
exchange. 

The story of the 1.44MB 
floppy can be compared to 
the siandani music cas- 
sette. Launched in 1964, 
ihe cassene remains the 
most popular support to 
record music and listen to 
it. Even today, a technically 
much superior media like 
the audio CD has not killed 
the cassette. It remains 
practical, inexpensive and 
extremely popular. Like the 
music cassette, the 
1-44MB floppy may well 
prove to be a die-hard too. 
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All in the name of loyalty 


At last Vi-eek's 
session of Parlia- 

merit during, \ 
which deputies 
were to decide on 
whether to gram 
the government 
of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam 
Majali a vote of 
confidence, one 
deputy's vote 
hinged on an 
issue of marital 
status. Deputy 
Bargis HaJid of 
Amman 's 4th 
District slipped a 
note to Minister 
of Public Works 
Nasser Lawzi 
threatening to NaSSOr LaWZI 
withhold his vote 

in favour oj confidence unless Mr. Lawzi agreed to 
step over the threshold and enter the bonds of mat- 
rimony. Mr. Lawzi, 41. a die-hard bachelor, has 
certainly grown accustomed to the goading of rela- 
tives. friends and even colleagues about his single 
status, hut perhaps has never been so held to ran- 
som. Rising to the occasion, accepting the chal- 
lenge and dutifully demonstrating his allegiance to 
his fellow cabinet members, Mr. Lawzi notlded his 
reply. Nuptials would be forthcoming within a year, 
he promised the smirking deputy. Personals on Mr. 
Lawzi {for potential ciindidutes only): a Pisces, a 
graduate of Universin of Te.xas at Arlington, witty, 
kind, loves to dance, great parents, and oh yes. his 
nickname is Abu Ahmad. 


IN THEIR HONOUR: While the government 

seeks to draft laws to fine-tune guidelines for the 
country's professional associations, one such group 
wasted no time in honouring a few of its own who 
are now members of the Parliament. Vie Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association lust night hosted a 
reception at the Regency Rilace Hotel for seven of 
its members now seated in the legislature. The 
members air Senators Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Hamdi Tabbaa. and Taker Kanaan, and Deputies 
AH Abut Ragheb, Samir Kawar. Khalil JHaddadin 
and Hazem Momani. 


ENVOY APPROVED: The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs appointment of Mohammad fawfiq Khalidi 
as Jordan 's new ambassador to Sudan has been 
vpprenrd by KharrOum: Mr. Khalidi is a career 
diplamar who served in Greece. Indur. Tunisia, and 
at the United Nations mission in New York. He was 
most recently posted to the embassy in Cairo where 
he became charge d'idfaires after Ambassador 
Nayef Qadi was appointed as a member of the 
Upper House ofp 2 rUameni on Nov. 22. Mr. Khali- 
di succeeds Mohammad Shahankari, who returned 
to Amman. No doubt Mr. Khalidi will be a lAarmly 
welcomed guest at Sudanese Ambassador Omar 
Abdul Majid’s reception on Sunday, Nov. 21, at the 
Philadelphia Hotel on the occasion of Sudan's 
national day. 


CREDENTIALS RECEIVED: In Ankara Jor- 


dan's new Ambassador to Turkey Dr. Musa Breizat 
Tuesday preserued his credentials to President 
Suleiman Demiivl. President Demirel comvyed his 
greetings to His Majesty King Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and discussed with Dr. 
Breizat bilateral relations and the latest political 
developments in the region. Dr. Breizat, who was a 
member of Jordan 's delegation to the peace talks 
with Israel assumes his first ambassadorial 
appointment in a country tiuit has recently taken 
some conimversial steps in its relations in the 
region, particularly its nascent trade and defence 
lies with Israel. 


PSD LINE VP: At the Public Security Department 
Lieutenant General Nasouh Moheiddin Wednesday 
announced the transfers of 19 senior officers and 
the retirement of 23 other officers effective today, 
Dec. IS. The major iranffers include: Col. Fakhri 
Iskander fivm director of the Traffic Department to 
director of Highway Patrols: Col. Adnan Shamaileh 
from director of Aqaba Police Depamnent to Direc- 
tor of the Traffic Department; Col Musa Beni Tunis 
from director of Mafraq Police Department to 
director of the Tourist Police Department: Col. 
Mohammad Hamouri director of the Construction 
Department to director of the Swaqa Rehabilitation 
Centre: Cot. Abdul Rahman Rousun fmm head of 
the Inspector General's Office to director of the 
Residents and Borders Department: Lt. Col. 
Mohammad Rifai from the Residents and Borders 
Department to director of the Public Relations 
Department: Lr. Col. Nabil Kawasmi from the 
Police Court to the Traffic Deparment: and Lt. Col. 
Mohammad Zawahreh from the Police Training 
Academy to the Amman Police Department. 

Also Wednesday Interior Minister Nathir Rashid 
appointed Imran Khamash, a governor at the min- 
istry, as director of the Nationality and Aliens 
Depamnent, and appointed District Governor 
Mohammad Breikat as director of the Public Safety 
Department at the ministry. Mr. Rashid also 
transferred District Governor Sa’aJ Wadi Man- 
aseer fivm the ministry to Jerash as district gover- 


BACK TO TOKYO: Last night the Japanese 

Ambassador to Jordan Takayuki Kimura and his 
wife Kazuko hosted a reception to celebrate the 
birthday of Emperor Hirohito. Ambassador and 
Mrs. Kimura also made use of the occasion to start 
to bid farewell to their friends and associates in 
Jordan, Mr. Kimura, who arrived in Jordan nvo 
and a half years ago is expected to return to To^'o 
to take up a still undecided position at his foreign 
ministry's headquarters. the, Kimuiyt family, 
including their daughter and son, are expected to 
leave Jordan in mid-January. Succeeding Mr. 
Kimura will be Koijhi Matsiumoto, a member of the 
board ofJICA, the Japanese Jnlemational Cooper- 
ation Agency based in Tokyo and operating a rep- 
Ksentative office in Amman. For Mr. Matsiumoto 
this will be his first appointment as an ambassador 
of his country. He and his family are due to arrive 
in Jordan in mid-February. Last night's large 
reception at the embassy residence in Abdoun it-as 
attended by among others HRH Prince Road Bin 
Zeid, Securities Commission Chairman Michel 
Marto, and Housing Bank Chairman Zuheir 
Khoury. The popular e\'ent was held under tight 
security provided by both Jordanian and Japanese 


authorities. Japanese embassies haw taken added 
precautions for security since last year when Peru- 
vian members of the Rupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement took over the Japanese Ambassador's 
residence in Peru ditring a similar reception and 
created a hostage crisis of more than a month's 
duration. 


GULF STATE EVENT: Bahraini Ambassador to 
Jordan Mohammad Bin Seif Jaber Al Mussalam 
also hosted a reception to mark his country’s 
national day. The reception u’ar held at the 
Regency Palace Hotel on Tuesday evening and 
attended by several senior government officials, 
members of the diplomatic corps and business sec- 
tor representatives. 


POT SHOTS: Al Sabeel newspaper, unofficially 
the mouthpiece of the Muslim Brotheriiood Move- 
ment, took some jabs at Ionian 's Communist Party 
for holding an international conference in Amman, 
hi a colionn by Dr. .Abdul Hamid Musuffa Sabbagh. 
the writer asked why Jordan's Communist Party 
was COM inning to hold on to the last vestiges of the 
organisation when with the fall ofconummism in 
the former Soviet Union, European communists 
have taken to other parties and affiliations. Dr. 
Sabbagh, citing examples, ended by asking yet 
another question: would parties in Jordan begin to 
reform themselves and present new platforms? In 
his Speech From The Throne His Majesty- King 
Hussein told the members of new ]3ih Parliament 
that the govt?/7i/nc»7/ would introduce legislation 
aimed at developing political parties and profes- 
sional unions laws in order to guarantee better per- 
formance. regulate practices and protect the rights 
of the people and the interests of the nation. 


ACCORDING TO LAW: The administration of the 
Islamic Hospital in Amman has appointed Homam 
Saeed as legal counsellor for the hospital. The 
principals (tf this health care facility believed that 
they needed legal guidance in providing services to 
patients in accoi^nce with Islamic tenets. For 
e.xample. health care staff are divided such that 
women nurses attend only to women patients, and 
men nurses to men patients. Mr. Saeed, a professor 
of Sharia, is a member of the Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement and uas a Lower House Deputy in the 
12th Parliament representing Amrnan. He was a 
strong advocate of boycotting the November 4 elec- 
tions. 

"'ll , 

REMEMBER TO BRAKE: The Islamic BahA liar'*-- 
launched the first drive-in automated teller 
machine facility at the Rawda Housing Complex off 
the Llniversi/y Road. Clients who drive (and hope- 
fiilly are legally licensed to I can now drive up and 
do their banking without gening out of their cars, 
provided they drive up close enough to the machine, 
are not driving a semi or are blessed with extraor- 
dinarily long arms. 


GERMAN TRADE FAIRS: Industrialists and 
manufacturers nuty do well to contact Marita 
Riedel, the representative of the Cerman-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce in Jordan. Ms. Riedel is 


hosting a Christmas tea at the InterContinental 
Hotel on Sundav. Dec. 21. where a presentation will 
be made of what German fairs in general, as well 
as the under construction Munich faiigroitnds offer 
as milieus for iniemaiional trade fairs. The event 
will also include a film about Munich and the /re'll' 
fairgroiuuJs due to open in February 199S. The 
Amman office of the Gemtan-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce opened only last year. Previously the 
chamber's large CaUo office handled work involv- 
ing several countries in the region. Ms, Riedel was 
assigned from the Cairo office to take charge of the 
new official representation of the chamber in 
Amman. 


A RUGBY UNION: The IS-month-oU Jordanian 
Rugby Football Club returned Jrom participating in 
the Dubai International Rugby Seven-a-SiJe Tour- 
nament last weekend with the runner-up trophy in 
the Affiliated Competition. In February, the club, 
sponsored by the British Bank of the Middle East 
and the Forte Grand Hotel, will host <2 competition 
in Amman, h has invited teams from Egypt. 
Lebanon and Cyprus to lake part in a celcbmtor}- 
event to inaugurate the new’ grounds at .Al Hussein 
Sports City which the Royal Jordanian Polo Club 
offered to the team in a show of sportS}nanship. The 
mgby club has built up a large membership of Jor- 
danian and e.xpatriate players and is noir captained 
by Farali Nitsheiwai and coached by Mike Sedman 
of the defence section of the British embassy. 


COMIN' RIGHT UP: The Arabian Hospitality 
Company's six partners, Leith Biltaji. Chaleh 
HammouJeh, Fakhri Hazineh, Khalil Kashef, 
Shawfiq Zawaideh, atui their partner company, Jor- 
dan Tower Company for Tourism Investment, 
owned by Ahmad Khourma. have opened a two 
storey eater}' designed to offer patrons a choice 
“decent fast food" for those on the run and dining 
d la steak house for others with more time. The 
establishment is called Philadelphia Comer and is 
located near the new Crindlays Bank in Shineisani. 
The concept was to blend the best of the U.S.'s orig- 
inal capita! with the best of the ancient Philadel- 
phia (Amnutn). The first floor twit offers deli- 
catessen food — cold cut sandwiches and the like, 
made before your very eyes — and the upper floor 
steak house also houses an open kitchen where you 
can watch the chef grill your choice of steak to your 
liking. The proprietors import their beef fnmi the 
U,S. and their cold cuts from Europe, The first tar- 
get clientele is fivm Amnum's “wall sttvet" area 
Shmeisani. On Thursdays and Fridays Philadel- 
phia Comer offers American brealtfasts in the deli: 
•lunch atid dinner are served-dail\ at both sites. 


THAT'S A BIG STAMP: For those of you sending 
out holiday greeting cards, the Postal Department 
has just issued another commemorative stamp. 
This one hoiwurs the National Football Team which 
this year won the gold medal in the Sth Pan-Anib 
Games played in Beirut this summer. The ream heat 
Syria I-O. The large stamp is illustrated with two 
photos: one showing Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor receiving the Jordanian sports 
delegation upon their return from Beirut, and the 
other shows the Jordanian team parading through 
the streets of Amman after their victon'. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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Smuggling forces phosphate company 

to hike price of fertiliser by 70 per cent 

^ 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — TTw Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC) Wednesday 

announced an increase in the 
price of diammonium phos- 
phate fertiliser by 70 per cent 
As sush. the selling price goes 
up to JD 170 a tonne in bags 
and JO 160 in bulk at the 
Aqaba Industrial Complex. 

JPMC General Manager 
Sameh Madani said the deci- 
sion was taken after it has 
been discovered that some 
traders have been taking 
advantage of the company's 
subsidies for fertilisers, 
offered to the local farmers, by 
smuggling huge amounts to 
neighbouring countries. 


By selling the fertiJisers at 
higher prices, the smuggling 
has prevented the Jottianian 
fanners of buying their needs 
of fertilisers at the subsidised 
price. Mr. Madani added. 

"We have been subsidising 
the fertilisers sold to the local 
farmers by selling them the 
product at JD 70 per tonne but 
by taking this measure now. 
we hope to put an end to 
manipulation acts by greedy 
merchams who have been 
exploiting the company and 
the fanners alike." the general 
manager emphasised. 

He noted that the company 
will now examine ways for 
providing the local farmers 
with subsidised fertiliser in 
conjunction with the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade and the 


Ministry of Agriculture. 

Agriculture Minister 
Mijhem Khreisha, for his part, 
voiced (Ejection to the hiking 
of fertiliser prices or any other 
agricultural inputs. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Agriculture would urge the 
JJ^C to rescind its decision 
or at least reduce the new tar- 
iff in a manner that would not 
leave ad%'eTse effects on farm- 
ing. 

The JPMC's decision was 
criticised also by Salomeh 
Hiyari, chairman of the Agri- 
cultural Committee at the 
Lower Mouse of ParliamenL 

"Prices of this commodity, 
which is vital for agriculture, 
should not be increased and 
hiking of prices in such man- 
ner would not put an end to 


smuggling," said Mr. Hiyari. 

He added that the decision is 
bound to harm farmers but 
would not stop the smuggling 
which should be dealt with in 
other methods. Mr. Hiyari said 
he would submit this issue to 
the House and will follow up 
it with the Ministry' of Agricul- 
ture and the JPMC. 

For their part farmers have 
already expressed dismay over 
this decision noting that the 
decision would increa.se the 
cost of production and. subse- 
quently, the consumers uill 
have to bear the brunt. 

They said that by increasing 
the price of agricuKural prod- 
ucts. Jordan will be losing the 
competitive edge in foreign 
maikeis. 


HOOSINC BANK CERTXR AfOOUf - SBKIJSAMZ 
TBLCPflONKi 607171 / 607174 

OHSMIXZED KARKET SRARB PRICE LIST FOR HEDSKSDAY 17/12/1997 



PAST 12 

hXch 


HONTBS 

— Cost 


OOKPANT'S HAMB 


P / E 


HO. 

or 

TRAKS. 


HO. OP 
SHARES 


VALOB 

21UOBD 

JD 


OPEN 

PRICE 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


346.000 
H 2.340 
S 3.600 
S 2.680 
S.300 
.990 
S 4 . 190 
S 4.050 
9 1.530 

1.840 
5 4.990 


249.000 

1.880 

1.800 

1.730 

4.800 

.710 

2.920 

2.380 

1.110 

.870 

2.500 


ARAB BANK 
JOR.NATXONAL BE. 
BANK OF JORDAH 
ZIIDOSTRIAL DEV. BE. 
TBB HOOSIHC BE. 

JOB. GOLF BABE 
ARAB JOR.XNV.BE. 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
DBIOH BE.SAV.ZBV. 
BBXT.AL-MAL (BEXTRA) 
ARAB BAMEIHO OO. 


15.2 

B 

8.0 

10.6 

15.5 

4.2 

21.1 

12.4 

P 

.5 

19.9 


1.21 

0.00 

0.00 

S.93 

3.75 

9.86 

0.00 

3.91 

0.00 

17.05 

0.00 


7 
IS 
38 
20 
15 

8 
3 

13 

1 

1 

6 


820 

BOSO 

S4820 

22350 

9200 

7000 

30000 

1450 

750 

100 

3171 


204600 

14714 

101716 

39433 

47589 

4970 

S7900 

8396 

825 

88 

8613 


331.00 

1.83 

1.80 

1.77 
5.12 

.71 

3.93 

2.39 

1.11 

.87 

2.77 


330.00 
1.82 
1.89 
1.76 
S.18 
.71 
2.91 
2.44 
1.10 
.68 
2. 75 


1 . 00 - 

.01- 

.09* 

.01- 

.06* 


.05* 

.01- 

.01* 

.02- 


BANE SECTOR TOTALS 


IMDBXt 235.78 XCBC: -0.06 


128 


119558 


S1S932 


2.3SQ 1.820 ARAB liIFE IRSOR. 


8.6 


4. 55 


931 


1880 


2.00 


2.00 


XBSURAKCE SECtCRt TOTALS 


IBDOs 118.31 7CBSi 0.00 


931 


I860 


2.050 
6.100 
1.550 

.810 

8.900 
1.680 

3.900 

1.050 
1.090 
2.230 


1.550 

3.550 
.930 
.470 

6.700 

1.160 

2.890 

.740 

.900 

1.830 


JOR.BLSetRIC PUR. 
ARAB EfnL.BOTBLS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN HfTL.TRAD. 
ALRA'X 

KID. BAST HOTELS 
ARAB IBH..INV.SOOC. 
JORDAH EXPAT. IBV. 
XAREA BDOCAnOB 
OHXFXBD CO. 


9.4 

11.4 

9 

29.3 
14.9 

18.4 
10.1 

9 

9 

7.9 


S.13 

S.41 

0.00 

0.00 

6.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.59 


13 

1 

12 

20 

4 

1 

9 

1 

4 

1 


7400 

750 

S5S0 

12300 

360 

soo 

4460 

5000 

2000 

SOO 


14429 

2775 

6043 

6916 

3920 

60S 

17143 

47S0 

1919 

816 


1.9S 

3.65 

1.06 

.54 

8.30 

1.17 

3.88 

.95 

.96 

1.68 


1.9S 

3.70 

1.09 

.57 

8.14 

1.31 

3.85 

.9$ 

.95 

1.67 


.05* 

.03* 

.03* 

.04* 

.04* 

.03- 


.01- 

.01- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


IBDEEi 108.70 *CBBs *0.39 


68 


38860 


58544 


I.ISO 
4. 450 
7.050 
11.160 

6.700 
1.410 

а. 360 

4.700 
7.250 
1.670 
2.800 
8.400 

б . 000 
3.8S0 

.670 

.770 

1.190 

.920 

2.970 

4.610 
3.000 

.890 

1.610 
1.190 
1.840 
1.410 
1.040 

1.970 
1.330 
1.200 

.810 

.840 


.930 

3.000 
S.S70 
9.200 
4.500 
1.040 
1.^30 
3.440 
4.800 
1.020 
1.860 

5.000 

4.400 
2.230 

.450 
.510 
v610< 
.530 

1.400 
2.700 
1.180 

.530 

1.160 

.600 

.820 

.690 

.810 

1.340 

1.080 

.860 

.710 

.670 


ATTAMOSSB 

JOR. eSHERT PACT. 

ARAB POTASa OO. 

JOR. PEtBOL.RBFXBARy 
JORDAN TABBXMC 
UOOLSH tNDOSTRIRB 
ZlfDOSTRXAL C0M1.A6R. 
ARAB PHARK. KAMF. 
JOR.CERAHZC XNO. 
JOR.PrPBS KANFCT. 
CERBRAL KIHXNS 
ARAB CaiH. DTRBCN. 
OAR ALOAHA aV.INV. 
ARAB ALDM.XND. 
LIVKSTOCK a yOOL THT 
NATZOBAL XNOS. 

- XMTBRHRO. FETnOfOBH. 

JOR. nocEinaL ends. 
UBIV.anH.INDS. 
ALADDIN CO. 

NATL. CABLE HZRE.MPAC 
JOR. SULPHO-CREM 
ARAB PBARM.CBBK. 
KAWTBER INVEST. 

ONIV. HOOH.XNDS. 

JOR. IHDS .RBSOimCKS 
JOR. HEM CABLE CO. 

EL -ZAY READY HEAR 
XNTL. TOBACCO 
WlOir CR. 6 VB6. 
JORDAH STEEL 
KXD.EAST OQKPLBX 


9 

30.2 

15.3 

10.0 

7.2 

9.0 

11?5 

4. a 
16.8 

14.0 

6.0 
9.9 

9 


23.9 

29.9 

16?8 
58. 1 
P 
9.5 

16.9 

48.9 
6.8 

47.3 

33.5 

7.4 


0.00 
3.67 
3. 06 
8.59 
9,13 
9.63 
0.00 
4.78 
4.30 
9.97 
0.00 
4.48 
4.38 
9.80 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
6.90 
2.86 
0.00 
0.00 
9.89 
0.00 
.24 
14.08 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
8.76 
16.67 


1 

13 
5 
S 
1 

5 

6 
30 

1 

7 

3 

1 
12 
24 

9 

10 

18 

11 

7 

2 

14 
3 
2 
1 

36 

19 

5 
1 
1 
3 

6 
19 


300 

3111 

265 

950 

100 

1290 

823 

8390 

50000 

9100 

350 

100 

34800 

8100 

3000 

100000 

9300 

3490 

1150 

650 

5900 

950 

450 

100 

JS610 

13900 

1950 

400 

5000 

2200 

3050 

48990 


349 

9331 

1678 

9693 

586 

1310 

1163 

34868 

232500 

12204 

659 

670 

138736 

30231 

1350 

SSQOO 

3973 

2009 

1612 

1820 

7295 

579 

SS6 

59 

31689 

9801 

1749 

556 

6050 

2300 

2257 

29670 


1.19 
3.00 

6.29 
10.35 

S.9S 

1.04 

1.40 

4.12 

4.60 

1.36 

1.86 

6.90 

9.57 

3.43 

.49 

.99 

.41 

.96 

1.40 

2.70 

1.30 
.60 

1.19 
.62 
,86 
,71 
.90 

1.39 

1.32 

1.09 

.74 
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2.00 

6.29 

10.35 

5. 89 
1.04 
1.47 
4,18 

4.69 
1.34 

1.90 

6.70 

9.71 
2.55 

.45 

,9$ 

.43 

.98 

1.49 

2.80 

1.24 

.61 

1.24 
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.71 
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.610 

.340 

JOR.TRAOB FAC. 

9.3 

0.00 

27 

76950 

27147 

.38 

.35 


1.550 

1.060 

ZARA FOR XHVESTHBNT 

77.4 

0.00 

33 

300000 

394000 

1.18 

1.18 


.600 

.680 

ONION ZNV. SOX 

9 

0.00 

14 

45044 

9448 

.71 

.71 


.570 

.380 

ARAB FIR. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

30 

9X400 

42442 

.49 

.46 

.01* 

H 1.000 

.720 

AL-SBARQ ZWV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

« 

X903S 

13983 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

.780 

.610 

AL-DAHLITAH 75 X' 

66.2 

0.00 

5 

3004 

1340 

.69 



.670 
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ARAB FOOD 6 NED. 

9 

0.00 

3 

900 

44] 

.49 
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.530 
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34.8 

0 00 

1 

250 
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9 

0.00 

57 

X 30900 

64026 

.47 

.49 


.660 

.580 

MXDEAST PBARH. 79> 

B 

0.00 

5 

7250 

3828 

.44 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19. 1997 


jBv Ldnda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, 


ARIES: (March 21 loApril 191 Your life is full of matlere that 
need close anention right now. For starters, what about all the 
lists you've got: places you need to be. things you need to buy. 
auff that needs to be handled? And that’s just your private life. 
Begin by getting organised. You'll be gjad you look the time. 
TAURUS: (April to May 20 » You and your sweetheart may 
a problem getting together during the middle of the day. 
Not to worry. Tonight looks fine for romance. Tomorrow night 
and Sunday morning look even better. You need to make time 
Ibreadt other. This is supposed to be the season of joy. remem- 
ber^ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) All sorts of changes are going 
on. Arc you redecorating? It loob: like you could be replacing 
the huniiure tx. heaven forbid, i^ampooing the rug. Maybe it's 
nothing mc«e than picking up the Christmas omamenis you IcA 
all ova the floor while putting up the tree. Make it into a game. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) This is an easier day for you. 
Its all finally starling to make .sen.se! There'll be a couple of 
surjBises during the middle of the day. but you'll handle (Item 
easily. Stay off the caffeine. You need all the tranquillity you 
can gjCL 

LEO: (July 22 to Augu.st 2 1 } There might be disniption con- 
^ming money and romance. Maybe there isn’t enough money 
to make the impression you'd like. Don't let this upset you. 
Give generous helpings of love and your gifts will luxuri- 
ous. no niaHcr how much they cost Thai’s the important part, 
anyway. 

VIRGO: fAugasi 22 to September 22) It's a lun time of year, 
but your health is in an uproar Not to worry. In the next few 
days, you'll find that everything nftellows out. You try to do 
everything perfectly, but don't stress out about iL h will be per- 
fccL Tiuvi youraclf on that 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Something has to be 
done precisely, and quickly. You’ve been goofing oft' instead of 
taking care ofbusine&s. Now you’re down to the wire. Make a 
list and check things off. Stay organised and effective. It's 
worth die effort 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) This would be a 
good day to clean out your closest. Your cast-off clothing, blan- 
kets and other houischold items are desperately needed by 
scvndiody else. You'll be making more room for yourself and 
doif^ agood deed at the same time. And your efforts and mate- 
rial ^X)ds will be greatly appreciated. 

SAGnTAWUS; (November 22 to December 21 ) A pernick- 
ety c^der pcn«n is on your case today. He or she wanus the job 
done perfectly, and no excuses. You don't have to let it throw 
you into a tail.spjn. Why don't you try complying for a change? 
‘Otis could msikc a big difiecunce in the size of your income 
next year. 

CAPRKX>RN; (December 22 to January 20) You have a 
noticeable case of wamlerlusL You're also gening tired of being 
in the some old rut. You're anxious to get out and uy something 
new. Hold off until afternoon. An unexpected development dur- 
ing the middle of the day could cause compiicaiion.s. Once that's 
handled, the coast is clear. 

AQUARIUS; iJanuaiy 21 lo Febniary 19) You’ll get a lot fur- 
ther today if you pool your money with somebody else. Nei- 
ther of you have enough to do what you want by yourself. 
There mny be .some obstacles, cspcdully around the middle of 
the day. be stopped. Allow them lo inspire you Instead. 
PISCES: (February ^ to March 2D) A partner has some good 
advioc. In fain, he or she is in a position to moke one of your 
dreams come true. So li.sicn with respect and do what's sug- 
gested. You're very good at doing what's required, often before 
it’s r&ked. Ycni have an uncannv sixth sense when it comes lo 

^ ^ 


Christmas 

& 

New Year 


" Our Yearly Sale On Now. " 

DAIANI Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 

Jcucilcrs Amman, 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WilRams 


ACROSS 
1 Deep blue color 
12 Capacity ofa 
hard drive 

15 Common reef 
residents 

16 12/24 or 12/31 

17 Pertaining to 
similarity 

18 100 yrs. 

19 Aswrinen 

20 RR stop 

21 rfoeuvres 

22 Short faunl 
25 For example 

27 Mountain division 

28 Bad to the bone 
30 Assorted 

distances 

34 ■_ Man." 
Stanton film 

35 Tub hangers 

36 Spertscaster 
Cross 

37 Sandwich cookie 

38 Picture in one's 
mind 

38 MacL»ne movie, 
■ la Douce’ 

40 Javelin's path 

41 Bow and Barton 

42 Fed. agents 

43 Strengtheners 

45 Q^lched 

46 Machine-Shop 
machine 

47 Bit of butter 

49 Drunfc-tanic 
letters' 

50 Spumante 

51 La-la lead-in 
54 Gun-owners' 

lobby 

56 Hwy. sign 

57 Native American 
ceremonies 

62 Northern 
Euit^jesn lang. 

63 Experts 

64 McMahon and 
McBain 

65 BookerT. &the 
MG'S hit oM 962 
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DOWN 

1 Trofans of sports 

2 "You Make Me 
Feel Like 
Oaneing* singer 
Sayer 

3 mppera/y topper 


4 Knocks ilghUy 

5 Diarist Nin 

6 Commeicisl 

7 Grp. of doctors 

8 Goes bed 

9 Laveme's L 
abbr. 

1 0 Sl Petersburg's 
river 

11 Compass pt. 

12 Doubie-eheeked 

13 Outer clothing 

14 Valets 

21 Possessed 

22 John RAter film 
of I960 

23 Like a ruined 
turkey 

24 Tool in a 
plumber’s bag 

26 _ of the guard 

27 Hosp. personnel 
29 Old card geme 

31 Not in the dark 

32 Look at 

33 Composer 
Scarlatti 

39 PartofTGIF 


41 FtdeTs comrade 
in arms 

44 4 on the phone 
48 Egghead 

51 WeeMay abbr. 

52 Surf sound 

53 Os tennis 
stadium 


55 Opposing 
potion 

57 Cornices bk 

58 Heavyweight 

59 AFL-_ 

60 Shakespearean 
contraction 

61 Draft lettefs 


HOROSCOPE 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1997 


B\ Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) Your team is red hot tonight and 
tomorrow, so plan accordingly. If there s a charitable 
group you’re thinking of getting involved with, go for it 
Romance could develop in a group setting. If you’re 
already in a committed relationship, work on it together. 
It’ll not only be bonding, but also lots of fun. 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) Your major expenses today are on 
items for the home. You’re xxying to fix the place up for 
the holidays. You might also be trying to impress an 
older person. This is somebody who’s fairly demanding, 
so you could be a little nervous. Not to worry. You're a 
very creative person, and if you do the best you can, 
you’ll be fine. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) Your mind is just voracious. You 
have zillions of questions, and the confidence to ask 
them. You’ll be going up to total strangers and asking 
them all sorts of interesting things — and they’ll be 
aaswering! If you u.9e discretion, you’ll get valuable 
information. Don’t waste it on idle gossip. 

CANCER 

(June 22 to July 21) Money is coming into your account 
today. And it looks like you’re getting things checked off 
your list. You’ll notice it's easier to study financial matters. 
For example, if j-ou want to learn a new financial software 
procramme, launch into that tomorrow, 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 2 1 ) Conditions are so easy, you might 
be tempted just to go with the flow. Instead, give your- 
self a push in the ri^i direction. You know what needs 
to be done. If there's any more homework, that will be 
easy. too. Don’t be stopped simply because you don't 
know how to proceed, (^t help from an expert 
VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) It looks like you're going 
to have to click right along today to get everything done 
on time. If you keep at it you might even finish ahead 
of schedule. That would be wonderful. Talk your sweet- 
heart into helping you and you’ll have even more fun. 
That's especiallv true this evening. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) You and your fiiends will 
find all sons of reasons to celebrate, and you should. 
You’ve accomplished a lot over the last year. You may 
even be able to gel a lot done today. It won't take you 
long if you’re all working tocether. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21 ) Your boss is in a good 
mood. If there’s something you want, this would be the 
lime to ask a raise? A holiday bonus? Why not? All you 
have to do is let that person feel like he or she is in con- 
trol. Just for a little while. Oh. c’mon! It won't hurt 
SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21 ) You’re definitely in the 
mood to travel. And you want to take along somebody 
who’.s fun. exciting and maybe athletic as well. This 
would be a fabulous day to go skiing, for example. If 
you get more friends to go. they could help with tbe 
expenses. Not a bad idea. 

CAPRICORN 

(£)ecember 22 to January 20) You and a dear friend need 
to pool resources. If you go in on a big purchase togeth- 
er. you'll both come out winners. This is going to require 
a certain amount of trust so choose your partner wisely. 
AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to Februaiy 19) You’re emhusia.stic, confi- 
dent and driven to succeed. Don't let material values get 
in the way of spiritual ones. Keep spirituat channels 
unclogged >o the energy flows smoothly. It'll still be a 
challenge today, but you’re sure getting belter ai it Keep 
practicing. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) There’s plenty of work lo do. 
There's also money coming into your account so no 
point in complaining. Instead, think of all the wonderful 
things you're going to be able to buy. If you're like most 
Pisceans, you live for buying presents. And this is the 
lime of year for it! 


V. 


Birthstonc of December: 'nirquoise — Zircon 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Giasbergen 



I tried to get good-looking parents 
with superior genetics, but nobody 
ever listens to a zygote!” 


that scrambled word game 

byHcnriAmoMandMIkpAiEHM 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter lo each square, to foim 
four ordinary words. 


WEUE 


mmwm 


et|wn6ignMiai8eiiBw.i»K. 

RUTYL 


' > 
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Ml 

HASFIM 

L 

mmmw. 

m 

FLIEBE 
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WHAT THS CAMBRA- 
MAN CAPTUBBP 
FHCrro OF 
MOON5W!NeP5. 


Now arrange the drded tellers » 
form the surprise answer, as sug* 
gesied by the above cartoon. 


Sshinlay's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FORAY swoon NOTIFY JUNKET 
Answer: Th« happensd to his career when ha 
t»cama a pilot - IT TOOK OFF 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Women wonder why gold prices 

remain high in the local market 




*» “THE LOCAL market does not 
seem to be affected by the decline in 
international prices,'* said Um Hamed 
as she was walking in the jewellery 
market. Wondering why gold prices 
remain high, she indicated that jew- 
ellers wy to maintain their profit mar- 
gin us in the past. According to Um 
Homed, who refused to give her full 
name, merchants will not lower prices 
even if international prices decline 
further. 

Hamideh Abdul Rahman, another 
shopper, stressed her desire to buy 
some jewellery because her son is 
about to marry. “The person in need 
has no choice but to buy at any price 
and has to bear the greed of the mer- 
chants," She said. 

Another shopper, Fatima Jamil, said 
prices are undoubtedly high and she 
went on to accuse merchants of raising 
craftsmanship costs to keep the gold 
prices high at the local market despite 
the low prices on international mar- 
kets. “Some merchants hide the gold 
ounces and gold liras which are in 
high demand because they carry mini- 
mal craftsmanship cost," she added. 

Local goldsmith wonder why people 
believe that prices were not affected 
by the international drop in prices. 
“Prices have actually dropped by vary- 
ing large percentages during a short 
period,” the goldsmiths assert, stress- 
ing at the same time that the market is 
in a recession not witnessed since a 
long time. Emphasising that crafts- 
manship costs are nearly fixed, 
although the cost varies according to 
the type of the jewellery, the mer- 
chants attribute the weakness in the 
market to people preferring to watch 


on rumours about a further drop in 
gold prices. 

Anwar Jabasini, president of the 
association grouping jewellers and 
goldsmiths, said that the international 
price of gold has dropped by 13 per 
cent in one month and described the 
fall as a “big decline in a short peri- 
od." He explained that the decline was 
a result of international central banks 
selling large gold volumes for pure 
economic reasons. 

Mr. Jabasini stressed that the drop in 
prices was reflected by the .same per- 
centage in the local market. “There is 
a wrong impression among some peo- 
ple that a jeweller compensates the 
loss by raising craftsman.ship cost," he 
said. “Craftsmanship cost does not 
exceed five to 10 per cent only." 

The association president described 
the gold market as suffering from 
“very deep recession” and indicated 
the activity was nearly dead. He noted 
that the prices of gold is very close to 
production cost and. a.s such. Mr. 
Jabasini did not expect prices to go 
down any further. 

Ghaleb Sakkijha. the association's 
secretary general, said gold prices 
have dropped by about 25 per cent 
over a one-year period. He added that 
demand was high on buying gold 
ounces and liras due to very low 
craftsmanship cost on these items. 

Anton Lurfi, another jeweller, 
expected gold prices to drop further 
and predicted negative consequences 
and capital shrinkage for many gold 
merchants in Jordan (A1 Ra'i). 


Fiat expects 
to double 
operating 

P 


TURIN. Italy (AFP) —The 
engineering group Fi^ 
expects to double operating 
profits this year to 3,600 bil- 
lion lire ($2.0 billionj from 
1.805 billion lire last year, a 
senior executive has said. 

The manager. Carlo 
Gatto. responsible for man- 
agement development, also 
told a meeting of 500 senior 
managers in the firm that 
sales would increase by 

15.0 per cent to close to 

90.000 billion lire ($53.0 
billion ). 

Sales by Fiat Auto would 
rise by 17.0 per cent and by 
Toro Assicurazioni by 20.0 
per cent, and these two divi- 
sions would show the 
strongest ^wih. he said. 

Investment this year 
would amount to about 

5.000 billion lire. 

In 1998 the group would 
launch a Fiat model, the 
.Alfa 166 and the Muliipla. 
The Marea would follow 
the Palto to become a so- 
called world car and the 
Bravo and Brava would be 
redesigned. 

Senior executive Roberto 
Tesiore said that 45,(X)0 
customers had placed 
orders for the new' Alfa 156 
and sales would total 

120.000 to 130,000 units. 
This demonstrated that the 
Alfa name was recovering, 
he said. 

Another top e.xecutive 
Giancarlo Boscbetti smd 
that in the industrial vehicle 
sector. Iveco expected to 
maintain its share of the 


Export and Finance 
Bank leads in cutting 
prime interest rate 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Export 
and Finance Bank (EFB) 
has decided to lower its 
interest rate and as such, is 
leading other banks 
towards reducing interest 
rates, the bank's chairman 
.snid Wednesday. 

“That should reflect pos- 
itively on the investment 
environment in the coun- 
try," said Ali Housari, 
EFB board chairman, not- 
ing that the decrease of 
rates on certificates of 
deposits and the Central 
Bonk of Jordan (CBJ; 
reduction of the discount 
rate, has prompted the 
decision to lower its prime 
rate by 0.75 per cent. 

TTie present interest rate 
ranges between 14 and 15 
per cent. Mr. Hou.sari said. 

‘The decision aims at 
increasing investments in 
tlie country, encouraging 
national exports and 
extending finance to indus- 
tries." Mr. Housari told to 
the Jordan Time.s. 

“This is a ver>* important 
step that might trigger a 
similar step by other finan- 
cial institutions." the EFB 
chairman said. 

Mr. Housari said lower 
interest rates would 
“directly" affect trading at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) which, in turn, 
would revive the stock 


Jenisalein Express Travel 




1 

1 



Sharm El-Sheikh 
30/12-2/1 


Oskiiro 

29/12-2/1 


Oairo 

26/12-2/1 


4 days 


Beirut 

31/12-2/1 


INTER-CONTTNENTAL 

MARRIOTT 

MERIDIEN 

GOLDEN TULIP 

SEMIRAMIS 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

SONESTA 


4-star 

with 


hotel 

tours 


X^3.3rxx3.oa. 

: -31/12-2/L ' - 


Tunis & Sousa 
31/12-7/1 ^ 


5-star hotel 
with New Vear Parly 

5-star hotels 


JD zys 

JD 329 
JD 299 

JD 255 
JD 399 


JD 239 


JD 249 


JD 235 


JD 599 


demand was flat 


All above packages include airfare , transportation and daify 
buffet breakfast ( except for SEMIRAMIS package which does 
not include breakfast ) 


Plus other special offers and rates for air tickets and world-wide hotels, 


AMMAN : {DOWN TOWN) 622151 , |Al ABDALI) 685195 
ZARQA 982516 , IRBD 277607 , AQABA 2014991 


.-Tar*-. T * 



market's activities. 

He emphasised it will 
improve Jordanian compa- 
nies' profitability as well. 

Last year, the CBJ influ- 
enced higher interest rates 
which led to liquidity 
problem in the market and 
negatively affected the 
AFM activities. 

Many investors criticised 
the CBJ at the time and 
called for a review for its 
indirect pressure in order 
to bring the slock market's 
activities back to normal. 

An EFB*^ statement said 
the security market should 
be prompted to take the 
major responsibiiit\' for 
providing long-term 
finance. 

The Era. which pro- 
vides comprehensive 
banking services, includ- 
ing the provision of direct 
and indirect facilities, is 
committed to play a major 
role in contributing to the 
development financial 
market. 



The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 17/12fl72i>-.38 


US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
rrura 
NL GuBdtf 
FR Franc 



1j4360 

126.93 

1j4220 

1736.00 

0.BO95 

71.67 

0J020 

S78j41 

2.3660 

209.42 

2.3463 

2864.67 

. 

88,44 

0.9903 

1209.69 

1.1297 

■ 

1.1194 

13.67 

ijme 

1.12 

■ 

1226.8S 

0.0826 

1370.61 

0.8177 

- 

71.8S 

63.50 

0.7115 

869.11 

24.1766 

21.37 

0.2396 

33.66 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi RIyal 
Bahrain Unar 
Qatar Nnar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


JOD Cross Rates 


us Dollar 
GB Sternbig 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


ouree: 




9.9467 
0.1947 1.0299 1.0299 

2.3280 12.3132 1.2379 
0.1931 1.0212 0.1027 

0.4665 2.4622 0JM75 

1.1046 0.1110 


3.6410 

0.3046 

6.1354 

0.4295 

0.97 


9.66 



0.0836 

11.96 

- 

0.9015 

2.3907 


1.0725 

0.0897 


3.6723 1823.00 
6.1795 2148.10 1 4.7884 
406.13 



Mid-East Currencies 



SA Rfyal 

0.2667 

0.4726 

0.16162 

0.38294 

33.8742 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0j48253 

0.16504 

0.39104 

340913 

KWEXnar 

3.2835 

5.81734 

1.99005 

4.71476 

417.188 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.69S25 

1.60746 

300952 

336.927 

CY Pound 

1.9162 

3.3929 

1.1698 

2.7469 

242.969 


Jordan Telecommunications Company (JTC) 

New Exchange at Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) 

JTC announces that at midnight of Dec. 19, 1997 a new Exchange will be under service for the customers 
at Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) and will replace the existing exchange. 

Due to that, all existing working telephone lines will be transferred to the new exchange where their num- 
bers will be changed into (7) seven digits as follows: 

- Add (44) to the left of ail the existing telephone numbers except those fall in the range 53368 to 53999 
which will be as in the table below. 

- The new exchange will be considered as one of Amman exchanges. Therefore, calls from & to the Air- 
port within Amman Governorate will be considered as local calls. 

- The area code of this exchange will be (06) 

Note: 

- The directory information is 121 

- The new exchange telephone number is 4451111 

■ » 0 i r- ■ . Director General 

■ . " Ma’moiin Balqar 


■ 

Old No. 

Now No. 

No 

Old No. 

53368 

4451768 

34 

53401 

2 

53369 

4451769 

35 

53402 

3 

53370 

4451770 

3C 

53403 

4 

53371 

4451771 

37 

53404 

S 

53372 

4451772 

38 

53405 

6 

53373 

4451773 

36 

53434 

7 

8 

53374 

4451774 

40 

53435 

53375 

4451775 

41 

53436 

9 

53376 

4451776 

42 

53437 

10 

53377 

4451877 

43 

53438 

11 

53378 

4451778 

44 

53444 

12 

53379 

4451779 

■B 

53445 

13 

53380 

4451780 

46 

53447 

14 

533B1 

4451781 

47 

53448 

15 

53382 

4451782 

46 

53449 

16 

53383 

4451783 

49 

53457 

17 

53384 

4451784 

50 

53458 

16 

53385 

4451785 

51 

53499 

19 

53386 


52 

53535 

20 

53387 

4451787 

53 

53536 

21 

53388 

4451788 

54 

53556 

22 

53389 

4451789 

55 

53600 

23 

53390 

4451390 

56 

53601 

24 

53391 

4451991 

57 

53602 

25 

53392 

4451992 

58 

53603 

26 

53393 

4451993 

59 

53605 

27 

53394 

4451694 

60 


28 

53395 

4451695 

fil 

53611 

28 

53396 

4451696 

62 

53612 

30 

53397 

4451795 


53622 

31 

53398 

4451798 

64 

53623 

32 

53399 

4451599 

65 

53650 

33 

53400 

4451544 

66 

53651 


44517011 


44517031 


4451704 


4451705 


4451534 


4451535 


4451536 


4451537 


4451538 


4451444 


4451545 


4451547 


4451548 


4461 149 


4451857 


4451858 


4451870 


4451735 


4451736 


4451756 


4451800 


4451801 


4451802 


4451803 


4451805 


4451806 


4451811 


4451812 


4451722 


4451723 


4451650 


4451851 


Old No; New No. 


53433 4451524 


68) 53662 


69 53663 


70 53664 


71 53665 


72 53666 


73 53667 


74 53669 


75 53671 


76 53672 


77 53673 


78 53674 


79 53677 


BO 53722 


61 53723 


82 53733 


83 53734 


64 53750 


65| 53767 


63777 


67( 53883 


88 53884 


89) 53888 


53889 


91 53900 


53901 


53933 


94 53934 


53939 


98 53940 


97 53941 


53999 


99 53668. 


mmnm \ 


4451863 


4451864 


4451865 


4451866 


4451867 


4451869 


4451871 


4451872 


4451873 


4451874 


4451825 


4451730 


4451731 


4451733 


4451734 


4451767 


4451766 


4451983 


4451984 


4451880 


4451988 


4451603 


4451933 


4451954 


4451939 


4451940 


4451931 


4451990 


4451868 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 



Many vijjas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
E$tdt0 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 . 


DAJANI Jewcilers. Gems of tlie world 1^21 & 22 k, (jold, 


1\ .U;r?LV'.N - l-flVI’r ;V; liMAXIL 
.ADinjEii:. ADUi ronom HoilL S-'il'::;-'; ififii Cltl:!':-. 


STUBI8 HftiG 

Ihoursenfm 
Qgvefop yOur colour Stm 
at our and get: 

* JWUBO 


SIwieisanI - Opposbe 
GrimSays Bank. 
PItOfie: 604042 

823891 


CRGuriMcm 

INDOOR HEATHO 


POOL 1 


JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FTTNESS 


TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


IkfiTHriai 

Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 865167 



Ont & Two Bedmas - PnOy 
«l«PPcd KbdwiiMlts • My & 
t-«>iig.SiiT « Rasoittbte R*tes 


5ih Ciicl: 

Td. 692672 Fzx 67455: 


“MERRY CHRISTMAS’ 
. New • New • New 
Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 

' Rugs * Cushions 
^ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle. Rainbov/ St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 

official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 

























































































































































































































































































































10 Sports 


Season’s final rally 


to be held Friday 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the JonJan Times 


AMMAN — The final 
national rally of the 1997 
season kicks off Friday with 
16 Jordanian drivers taking 
part. 

The Avis National Rally is 
the last and the most impor- 
tant rally since it wilt deter- 
mine the final standings of 
the Jordan Drivers 
Championship. 

A heated competition for 
the title is expected 
between leader Mohammad 
A1 Daoud with 132 points 
and second placed Ibrahim 
Ata Ali with 109.5 points. 

The rally will also deter- 
mine the co-drivers champi- 
onship contested by Khaled 
Zakaria leading unth 169 
points and Fahed AJ Naber 
with 130.5 points. 


The drivers who have 
some hard Lime crossing the 
wet and uncooirollable 
rough terrain of the route 
covering a total distance of 
241.34 kilometres passing 
through 3 special stages: 
Oabaa', Salayta and 
Mudeisasat and a return to 
the starting point. 

The weather will be a vital 
element in determining the 
winner as the drivers are 
expected to be driving 
through water ditches left 
by the rain and muddy roads 
during the past few days. 

The event will witness 
former champion Ma'rouf 
Abu Samra's nrst participa- 
tion in a rally for this sea- 
son. 

Only one women's team, 
Tala AI Shawa and co-dri- 
ver Nancy AI Majali. will 
take part in the event organ- 


ised by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). 

Pepsi Rally champion 
Ahmad Daoud will take part 
in his Ford Escort Cosworth 
4x4. 

Prizes will be distributed 
to the winners in a special 
ceremony at RACJ head- 
quarters Friday evening. 

Another ceremony wrap- 
ping up this year's season 
and crowning the champi- 
ons of the Jordan Drivers' 
Championship will be held 
Dec. 19 at RACJ headquar- 
ters. 

The rally will be held 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal who will present the 
champions with their tro- 
phies and prizes. 


Wilson Kipketer — Reuters 
Sports Personality of 1997 


DANISH ATHLETE Wlson Kipketer is 
the clear winner in the Reuters Sports 
Personality poll for 1997. 

Reuters, ^e international news and 
information group, asked more than 100 
prominent sports journalists from 43 
countries to choose their top five sports- 
men and women from a 30-strong list of 
candidates, drawn from a wide range of 
sports. Kipketer claimed the Reuters 
title in the Sports Personality poll, scor- 
ing 220 points from a ma.ximum 505. 

Kenyan-bom Kipketer equalled and 
then twice smashed the long-standing 
world 800 metres record this year, 
clocking a new work record of one 
minuie41.11. 

Amongst a number of comments from 
those polled. Cert Roeis. sports editor at 
Emnet Superspoit in Johannesburg, said 
of Kipketer 's performance: "It was Just 
amazing. Everyone was trying for the 
record that I personally thought would 


be standing for a couple of decades. It 
was a great achievement." 

With a score of 166, Tiger Woods was 
the first of four Americans to claim 
berths in the poll's top six. Martina 
Hingis of Switzeriaod came third with 
163 poults, whilst tennis ace Pete 
Sampras, basketball's Michael Jordan 
and boxer Evaoder Hoiyfield were 
fourth, fifth and sixth respectively. 

One hundred and one journalists 
returned ballot papers in the poll which 
took place in the fust two weeks of 
December. Each journalist nominated 
bis or her top five personalities. Reuters 
gave each top choice five points, each 
second choice four points and so on. The 
ovef3H''ti;'Tfi!iii:r was' the candidate with 
the .highest total. 


1 ) Wilson Kipketer 

2) Tiger Woods 

3) Martina Hingis 

4) Pete Sampras 

5) Michael Jor^ 

61 Evander Hoiyfield 
7} Ronaldo 

8) Jacques VUleneuve 

9) Jan Ullrich 

1 01 Sergei Bubka 

1 1) Michael Doohan 

12) Alexander Popov 
131 Deb. Compagnoni 
141 Yelena Viibe 

15) Haile Gebreselassie 


Athletics 

Denmark 

220 

Golf 

U.S, 

166 

Tennis 

Switzerland 

163 

Tennis 

U,S. 

115 

Basketball 

U.S. 

113 

Boxing 

U,S. 

106 

Soccer 

Brazil 

103 

Motor racing 

Canada 

96 

Cycling 

Germany 

83 

Athletics 

Ukraine 

82 

Motor cycling 

Australia 

39 

Swimming 

Russia 

31 

Alpine slung 

Italy 

26 

Nordic skiing 

Russia 

23 

Athletics 

Ethiopia 

19 


i^^Mondoy, 22 December 1997 - 8:00 psn. 
The Rofol Cultural Centre - Mam Theatre 
Ticket price: JO 7 


Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 

preistnts 




Timour Ibraguimov (violin) 
Ali Hussein Musa (cello) 
andTzonkaAl Bakri (piano) 


The program features Chopin's Sonata in G minor Op. 8, 
Vivialdi'sTrio sonata in E minor Op. I. No. 2 
and Beethoven's Trio No. 3. Op. 1 in C minor. 


Tickets available ac 

- AlahUa-Abela Superstore, tel. 68848 1 

- Alissar Rowers, tel. 5527695 

- Babiche, cel. 66 1 322 

- Caffe Moka, tel. 856285 

- Safeway, tel. 6653 1 1 

-The Royal Cultural Center, tel. 669026 
-The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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Cavs beat Suns; 
Lakers, Knicks win 


CLEVELAND (API — 
Derek Anderson scored a 
career-high 19 points and 
started a decisive fourth- 
quarter run as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers defeated the 
Pboenix Suns 103-90 
Tuesday night. 

Cleveland, which had a 
10-game winning streak 
snapped Saturday against 
Charlotte, broke open a 
tight game with a 13-0 nin 
midway through the fourth 
to hand the Suns their third 
straight loss. 

Shawn Kemp had 21 
points and 1 1 rebounds for 
the Cavs, while rookie 
Brevin Knight had 16 points 
and 1 2 assists. 

Antonio McDyess led 
Phoenix with 2J points. 

• Jaaz 103, Heat 95: In 
Miami, John Stockton and 
Jeff Homacek sparked a 10- 
0 run to start the second half 
as the L/toh Jazz beat the 
Miami Heat for the seventh 
straight time. 

Karl Malone scored 29 
points for the Jazz, who 
snapped a three-game road 
losing streak. Homacek fin- 
ished witit 18 points and 
Stockton bad 14. 

The Heat which lost to a 
Western Conference team 
for the first time in five 
games this season, were led 
by Tim Hardaway's 21 
points. 

• Lakers 109, 

Timberwolves ‘ 96: In 

Minneapolis, Eddie Jones 
scored 32 points as the Los 
Angeles Lakers remained 
undefeated against the 
Midwest Division. 

Elden Campbell, playing 
his 13th game at centre in 
place of injured Shaquille 
O'Neal, added 22 points for 
the Lakem, who improved 
to 12-0 against the Midwest 

Nick Van Exel had 12 
points and 14 assists, and 
Kobe Bryant had 19 points 
and six rebounds for Los 
Angeles. •,•••• 

Kevin Garnett had 21 


points and J8 rebounds for 
Minnesota, while Tom 
Gugliotta had 18 points and 
1 1 rebounds. 

• Knicks S3, Pistons 78: 
lo New YcHik, Patrick Ewing 
scored 31 points, including 
New York's only two field 
goals in the last 6 1/2 min- 
utes. as the Knicks recov- 
ered after nearly blowing a 
late 17-point 

It was the ninth straight 
home victwy for New York, 
which hasn't lost at 
h^tson Square Carden 
since the home opener 
against Detroit. 

New York led 75-58 early 
in the fourth quarter and still 
held a 77-M lead after 
Ewing scored with 6:57 left. 
But Che Knicks scored only 
six points the rest of the 
way. and Detroit nearly 
came all the way back. 

Brian Wiliams had 19 
poinK and 10 rebounds for 
the Pistcms. wbo had their 
four-game winning streak 
snapped. 

• Rockets ns, Gruzlies 
91: In Houston, Kevin 
Willis had 23 points and 10 
rebounds, and Clyde 
Dnexler had 22 points. 10 
assists and six steals as the 
Houston Rockets beat the 
Vanctmver Grizzlies. 

The Rockets built a 62-43 
halftime lead and didn’t 
ease up in tiie second half. 
Wiiiis seeded Houston's 
first six points of the third 
quarter and Mao Maloney 
had a pair of 3-point baskets 
to help the Rockets take an 
85-65 lead into the final 
period. 

Shareef Abdur Rahim led 
the Grizzlies with 18 points. 

• Spurs 99, Nuggets 85: 
At Den^r, David Robinson 
had 22 points and 14 
rebounds as the San Antonio 
Spurs ended a four-gome 
road losing streak. 

Tim Duncan added 20 
pointe and eight rebounds 
fcHT - tite; Spurs, who have 
held IQ opponents under 90 


Los Angeles Lakers forvrard Robert Horry (5) shoots an underhand layup pa^ the 
defense of Minnesota Timbenvolves Kevin Garnett and Cherokee Parks (Lj in the 
first half. The Lakers won 109-96 fReuters photo) 


points this season. 

Eric Washington had 14 
points for the Nuggets, who 
shot a season-low 35 per- 
cent from the field. Denver 
has Io.st five straight and 
nine of its last U. 

• Supersonics 109, clip- 
pers 94: At Los Angeles. 
Cary Payton scored 25 
points and Dale Ellis added 
a .season-high 23 as the 
Seattle Supersonics won 
their fourth straight. 

The Sonic.': improved to 
19-5, the best record in the 
NBA. 

■Brent Barry .scored 2 1 
points for the Clippers, who 


lost their fourth consecutive 
game, including a defeat at 
Seattle on Sunday. 

• Warriors 103, 
Mavericks 92: At Oakland. 
California. Joe Smith scored 
a season-high 28 points and 
Donyeli Marshall added 22 
a.s Golden State handed 
Dallas its sixth straight loss. 

The Warriors are *L3 since 
star Latrell Sprewell was 
suspended for attacking 
coach PJ. Carlesimo. 

Michael Finley led the 
Mavericks with 26 points. 

• Kings 94. Trail Blazers 

87: At Sacramento, 

California. Corliss 


Williamson scored 26 
points and rookie Michael 
Stewart grabbed a seasm- 
high 15 rebound as 
Sacramento downed 

Portland. 

Williamson and Stewart 
sparked an 18-4 run at the 
Sturt of the third quarter that 
gave the Kings a 62-53 lead. 
Sacramento held Portland to 
one field goal and four 
points in the first 9; 1 0 of the 
period. 

Anydas Sabonis led the 
Trail Blazers with 23 points 
and eight rebounds. Isaiab 
..JUder added 21. points, {dr 
Portland. 


New injury cuts short Rice return 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— 'The 1997 season was 
never meant to be for the 
National Football League's 
greatest receiver. 

Jerry Rice, who astounded 
the sports world with his 
heroic return to the San 
Francisco 49ers 15 weeks 
after surgery for tom left 
knee ligaments, cracked his 
left kneecap after catching a 



Resto-Bar 

‘iurino 


HOT 
863 



touchdown pass in Monday 
night's win over Denver and 
will undergo .season-ending 
surgery. 

A CT scan taken Tuesday 
morning revealed that Rice 
has a uansver^ fracture of 
die left |»tei}a and will be 
sidelined for the next eight 
to 10 weeks, ending any 
hop« he had of panicipai- 
ing in the playoffs. 

"It is very surprising and 
unfortunmc,” said Niners 
coach Steve Mariucci. "Ycnj 
feel bad for Jcrr>' Rice 
because he rehabbed so reli- 
giously fm* so long." 

Rice, the NFL'.s all-time 
touchdown and receiving 
leader, caught a 14-yard 


touchdown midway through 
the second quarter of 
Monday night's 34-17 win 
over Denver. But Rice suf- 
fered the fracture when he 
landed hard on his kneecap 
after being hit in the end 
zone. 

"The injury is unrelated to 
the tom ligamenut." said 
Mariucci.^ "T^e stmeture of 
the knee and the ligament.s 
are good. Thai’.s what 
makes this injury what they 
(the doctors) are calling a 
fiukc.;* 

"This should not compro- 
mise his future here for the 
1998 season in any way.“ 
said Mariucci. 

San FnincLsco will not 


ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF JERUSALEM 
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
JABAL AMMAN 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE CELEBRATIONS 
OF THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 




SALE 


SAAB 9000, '95 
CD, Full option 
Leather interior 


VOLVO 940 TURBO, *96 
Full option 
Leather'interior 


tel. 704631 
704642 


•ZOth December Saturday at 18:00 hours 

Children's Service conducted by Dr. Darius Campbell and 
Mr. Greg Foster. 

?21st December. Sunday at 18:00 hours 
Festival erf Carols and Readings in Arabic. German and 
English. 

*24(h December Christmas Eve at 23:15 hours 
Fesliva) Celebration of the Ht^y Eucharist with Carols 
*2Sth December Chnstmas Day at 08:00 hours 
Celebration of Holy Eucharist without Music 
'27th December Saturday 
normal celebration of the weekly Holy Eucharist 


Church of the Redeemer. 

Rifah At Talaweh Street. 

(near Chinese Restaurant and Ah’Liyah Girls School 
off Rainbow Street, First Circle) 

Fr. Derrick Hearne, 

Priest to the English Congregation 
and Jordan Chaplain. 

Phone: 652-826 


play its first playoff game 
until the weekend of 
January 3-4. 

Rice suffered a torn anteri- 
or cruciate ligan'^nt and tom 
medial collateral ligament 
in his left knee in the August 
3 1 opener at Tampa Bay and 
was expeaed to miss the 
rest of the .season. 

But knowing Rice's work 
ethic, the Niners did not 
place him on injured 
re.serve. Rice had set 
Monday a.s his target date 
throughout extensive reha- 
bilitation. 

The 34-ycar-o!d Rice had 
never missed a game due to 
injury in the first 12 v'ears of 
hi.s NFL career. 

Rice holds eveiy meaning- 
ful aJI-iime record in receiv- 


ing and is one of three 
active players to be named 
to the 75th anniversary all- 
time NFL team. He is the 
league's all-time leader in 
receptions (1,057), receiv- 
ing yards (16.455) and 
receiving touchdowns (155). 
Rice al.so holds the single- 
season mark for touchdowns 
(22) and yards (1.848). 

Rice has caught 50 or 
more posses for 1.000 or 
more yards in 11 consecu- 
tive seasons. He has 61 100:1 
yard receiving games, 
caught TD passes in 13 
secuiive games over the.' 
1986 ancT 1987 seasons. 
Rice was originally a fitst- 
round draft pick out of 
Mis.sissippi Valley State in 
I9.S5. 


Are you Interested In studying In London ? 

• ^AS has bam a college of the University of London 
since 191 6 & is one of flte leading centers for the 
study of Asia & Ahica in the world. It has approx, . 
3,000 students, 40% of whom are postgraduate. It 
offers undergraduate & postgraduate programmes as 
well as research fadfitfes in the following subjects : 

Economics Politics 

Development studies Law 

Art & Archaeology Music 

Religions studies Unguises 

Geography History 

and over 35 languages of Asia & Africa, besides 
regional studies 

• Dr l^ssain Al-Shammari wrill be visiting Amman 
shortly & would like to meet interested students at : 
Prosenta&on on SOAS{- 

Date:21 Oecember1997 
Time : 6:30pm • 8X)0pm 

Indvkfcial Counselling sessions 

Data; 22 December 1 ^^ 

Time : 10rf)0am - 3:00pm 
AI 


ilfilllT]?® British Council 

& Informadon Services 
■oo*oo« Rainbow street Jabd Amman 

Tel: (6) 636147/8 
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SPORTS 


^Cup blow for Brazil 
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CINEMA 


'reL«UI44 




CINEMA 


TEL;6.5aiU4 ^ 



[^PHILADELPHIA "1" 

^PHILADELPHIA "2 

5 

Nick Nolle & 

Richard Gere A 

s 

o 

o 

H 

Shaquille O'Neal ... in 

Sharon Stone ... in 

BLUE CHIPS 

INTERSECTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 


8:30. 10:30 

8:30, 10.30 

1 

1 < 
jii 

\ 


r 


CTvEMA THL;t.991j 

PLAZA 


991.W 


CINEMA 


TeL:e77420 


CONCORD 






Nour AI Sharif & 
Layla AlwL. in 


coircoKO "i" 


AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 


\Mnner tn Vw 1997 Cannes festival I: 


Shows: 12;.^0. 3:30. 6:00. 
8:15, 10:30 


A CRIME AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE 

MURDER AT 1600 

Shows:12;30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 

idKrWAN 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only y 


CTNtMA TtL: 

GALLERIA 1 


'Xd 




ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ...in 


AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 




CINFMA 


TliL 074 min 




GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Hashm IGbubs Qieatre 

TEL; 625155 


V \ 


^VWOlW DAILY 

the government in 
the service 

OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

nservatiniK call; 640155. 
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A1 Salt lead handbaU league 


By Ronfan Nahhas 



STANDINGS 



Special to the Jordan Tones 


lean] 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

AMMAN — The second 

leg of Handball’s First 

Salt 

11 

1 

. 

395 

292 

23 

Division Championship 

Al Aliij 

10 

1 

_ 

392 

296 

21 

lesumed this week after 

Arabi 

10 

- 

2 

426 

330 

20 



taking a break during the 
2nd Arab Champions Cup 
which was held in Amman 
Dec. 3-13 with A1 Salt and 
A1 Arabi's participation. 

As players returned to 
action, A1 Salt took the lead 
with 23 p^ts after a 34-25 
(15-7) win over Amman, 
followed by A1 Ahli in sec- 
ond place with 21 points. 

Yannouk A1 Shouneh 
went down and settled at 
the bottom of the standings 
after a 27-24 ( 12-10) loss 
to Cfmm Jozeh. 

• Ai Salt 34 Amman 25: 
Al Salt who fmisbed sixth 
la the Arab Champions 
Cup returned to their 
league matches full of con- 
fidence to meet sixth 


Hussein 6 

Umm Jozeh 4 

Amman 3 

Kufimijeh 2 

Y. Shouneh 2 

Kufrsoum withdrew 


placed Amman. 

Al Salt played a fast 
match with accurate passes 
and shots leaving Annan's 
defence in a state of confu- 
sion. 

Al Sait ended the first 
half 15-7. 

Amman tried to retaliate 
against Al Salt's strong 
defence but had to suiren- 
der and give the two-point 
match to Al Salt to top the 
standings for the time 
beins. 


5 350 344 13 

8 311 386 9 

7 333 342 7 

9 356 426 5 

10 333 370 4 


• Umm Jozeh 27 Y. 
Shouneh 24: Both reams 
were inaccurate in their 
passes. The match wit- 
nessed slow movement by 
the teams’ defence and lack 
of concentration. 

Umm Jozeh attacked 
with all their power and 
were able to end the first 
half 12-10. 

In the second half 
Yarraouk Al Shouneh put 
up some resistance but it 
was not enough as they lost 
the match 27-24 (12-10). 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


World Cup blow for Brazil 

RIYADH (AFP) — Brazilian superstar 
Denilson will be out of football for at least 
a month, after dislocating his shoulder 
against Mexico in the Confederations Cup 
tere on Tuesday. The injury to Denilson, 
the world's most expensive player, is a bit- 
ter blow for Brazilian coach Mario Z^al- 
lo and his World Cup build-up. The 21- 
year-old midfielder is expected to play a 
key role in Brazil's attempt to win the 
World Cup for a record fifth time but 
Zagallo was keen to see more of the Sao 
Paulo player in action before fmalising his 
squad for France. '‘This injury on Denilson 
could not have come at a worse time for us. 
It does not help our preparation for 1998." 
said Zagallo, who as a left winger helped 
Bra^ win the 1958 and 1962 World Cups 
and managed the 1970-winning side. 
Denilson became the most expensive play- 
er in the- -world almost two- -months- a^- 
wfien Spanish first division side Real Beds 
agreed to pay-Sao-Paulo S34v&4nillioa. • 

English clubs seek 
Chinese players 

BEUING (AFP) — Several English Pre- 
miership clubs including Chelsea and 
Arsenal are chasing members of the Chi- 
nese national squad, state media reported 
Wednesday. Nine English clubs in ^1 are 
interested in star striker Hao Haidong and 
his ftontline partner Gao Feng along with 
national captain Fan Zhiyi and fellow 
defender Zhang Enhua. Ted Buxton was an 
assistant to former England manager Terry 
Venables was technical advisor to the Chi- 
nese national side in its fmled bid to reach 


the World Cup finals. Buxton, who organ- 
ised a tour to England last summer, said 
there were several players good enough for 
the English league. 

4 swimmers suspended 

LAUSANNE (AFP) — The intemaiional 
swimming federation (FZNA \ on Tuesday 
suspended four Russian swimmers who 
took drugs. Vladimir Pyshnenko, Natalia 
Mescheryakova and Olga Kochetkova 
were all suspended for two years from 
October 18, 1997 for taking anabolic 
steroids. FINA also suspended Ale.xi 
Kolesnikov for three months from January 
1, 1988 for a drug offence. 

Broncos’ Davis may miss 
regular season finale 


DENVER f AR*) Denver Broncos-wn- 

ning back Terrell Davis, who had a chance 
to rush for 2,000 yards this season, may 
miss his team's season finale after suffer- 
ing a separated right shoulder Monday. 
Davis entered the contest needing 278 
yards in his final two games to reach 2,0(X) 
yards. He had a four-yard touchdown nm 
that gave Denver a 7-0 lead in the first 
quarter but left the gam e with just 28 yards 
on 10 carries. The Broncos lost 34-17 to 
the San Francisco 49ers. “It happened on a 
screen pass. After the play I tried to run 
and it felt like my arm was coming off," 
Davis said. Denver can clinch the fourth 
seed in the AFC with a victory in its sea- 
son-finale against San Diego next Sunday. 


China 
considers 
making new 
Olympic bid 

BEIJING (AFP) — China is 
to consider maJdng a new 
bid next year to host the 
2008 Summer Olympic 
Games. 

In October, International 
Olympic Comminee (IOC) 
Presideot Juan Antonio 
Samaranch urged China to 
make a new bid to stage the 
world's biggest sporting 
evenL 

Samaranch, who attended 
China’s National Games in 
Shanghai in October, said 
China has the ability to put 
up an excellent Olympiad. 

The Beijing Youth Daily 
said (Thina was still busy 
training for the Winter 
Olympic Gtunes to be held 
in February next year in 
Japan and has no time at the 
moment to organize a bid 
for the 2008 Games. 

The paper said the Chi- 
nese (Dlympic Committee 
will think about applying 
for the 2008 Games after 
the Winter Games. 

China was beaten to the 
2000 Games by Sydney and 
Chinese ofiFicials expressed 
their displeasure, with 
Sports Minister Wu Shaozu 
blaming “non-sports fac- 
tors" for Australia's victory. 


2nd Islamic Games 

for Women conclude Friday 

Faezeh Rafsanjani stresses need for 
cooperation between Jordan and Iran 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

THE 2ND Islamic Games for Women 
conclude in Tehran, Iran, Friday after 
a week of competition grouping ath- 
letes from 19 countries. 

The exclusively female Games are 
organised by Iran’s Sports Solidarity 
Council for Women, headed by 
Faezeh Hashemi, daughter of former 
Iraru'ao President Aii Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

On the sidelines of the Games, heads 
of delegations Wednesday met Ms. 
Hashemi. who is also a member of 
Iran's Shura Council and is vice-pres- 
ident of the Iranian Olympic Commit- 
tee. 

Ms. Hashemi stressed the impor- 
tance of co-operation in the field of 
women's sports between Iran and Jor- 
dan and underlined her appreciation of 
the efforts of HRH Princess Alia and 
HRH Princess Rahma who bead Jor- 
dan’s equestrian and gymnastics fed- 
erations. 

Id Isfahan, Jordanian athletes were 
due to have started their matches in 


table tennis and badminton Wednes- 
day and Thursday. 

Jordan has so far secured rwo 
medals by Amal Al Mutari who 
clinched the gold medal in the 3,000 
metres and added a silver in the 1.500 
metres in the athletics event in the city 
of Rushd. 

Mutari had won a bronze medal in 
the marathon at July's Pan-Arab 
Games. 

The table tennis players hope to win 
their match against Pakistan after get- 
ting off to a bad start in the team 
event, losing 3-1 to S\Tia, 3-0 to 
Kazakhstan, and 3-0 to Indonesia. 

Iran, Yemen. Lebanon. Turk- 
menistan, Azerbaijan played in the 
other group. 

Jor^'s Hadeel Awwad played the 
singles and Alia Tuffaha and Lina 
MajdaJawi teamed-up for the doubles. 

Badminton matches also started 
Wednesday with Najwa Al Turk join- 
ing Lina Rashdan in the doubles and 
K^lin Shaker playing the singles. 

The Kingdom's 14-member delega- 
tion missed the opening ceremony due 
to a flight delay. Jordan also missed 


the meeting of the general assembly of 
the Islamic Solidarity Council which 
was reportedly held last month. 

Nine Jordanian athletes are compet- 
ing in athletics, table tennis and bad- 
minton in the Kingdom's first partici- 
pation in the event — described as a 
“symbolic one" by Jordon Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Secretaiy-General 
Ismat Kurdi. 

'The delegation includes four offi- 
cials and a referee. 

The Games are the first such event 
oiganised by Iran since Februar>' 1993 
and were originally lo be ho.sied by 
Pakistan, but returned to Tehran after 
Islamabad pleaded financial difficul- 
ties. 

Events at the Games are athletics, 
chess, swiniming. basketball, volley- 
ball. tennis, shooting, handball, bad- 
minton. gymnastics, squash, equestri- 
an and karate. 

The Games are held less than two 
weeks after the Iranian capital hosted 
the 1st Southwest Asian Games which 
were open to men's teams only. 

Jordan took part in eight sports and 
won ten medals at the event. 


Manchester draw Monaco in Champions League quarters 


GENEVA (AFP) — English 
champions Manchester 
United, who are aiming to 
become the Kings of 
Europe, have been drawn 
against Prince Rainier's side 
Monaco in the Champions 
League Cup quarter-finals. 

The French league leaders, 
who recovered from a 3-0 
defeat to Sporting Lisbon to 
finish top of their group with 
a 15^8 gttris • differeote,'*" 
have' 'the 'tbp 'CheijofSions 
Tseagwe— seorer~“Mi Thierry-- - 
Henry who scored six goals 
is as many games. 

Bayern Munich drew cur- 
rent champions Borussia 
Dortmund in an all-German 
clash while the third German 
qualifier, Bayer Leverkusen, 
who were the only runner-up 
to make the last eight. Real 
Madrid. 

Juveotus. who scrambled 
through when they beat 
Manchester United in the 
last match and Norway’s 
Trondheim lost in Greece, 
were drawn against the tal- 
ented Ukraine side Dynamo 


Kiev, 

Monaco coach Jean 
Tigana. who made up the 
dialing French midfield 
trio of the 80s with Michel 
Platini and Alain Giresse. 
also knew he bad enough 
talent in reserve to allow 
Emmanuel Petit to join 
Arsenal and Patrick 
Blondeau to join Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Chelsea got the hardest 
draw in the European Cup 
Wmaers- Ci^>- quaner-finals 
when they were pitied 
agmnst Re^ Betis. seventh 


in the Spanish league, and 
whose talented attack 
includes Nigerian winger 
Hnidi George. 

UEFA Cup favourites Inter 
Milan were given a chance 
to avenge their defeat on 
penalties to Schalke 04 in 
last season's final when they 
were drawn against the Ger- 
man side. 

Ajax Amsterdam, who are 
running away with . the 
Dutch league, drew Spartak 
Moscow while Aston Villa 
face Ailetico Madrid, who 
beat Leicester City in the 


first round. 


Merren said he was looking 


2 Furnished apartments located at 3rd 
circle Jabal Amman. 

A - With garden, 1-2 bedrooms. 

B - 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms + makfs room 
both aparfments have dining room, sittir^ 
room, dosed-m-veranda, bathroom, Td., 
independent C.H. & satellite. 


Atletico, third in the Span- forward to their first match 

ish league, have e.x-Middles- with a French club since 

brough Brazilian star Junin- they beat St. Etienne in the 
ho calling the shots in attack. Cup Winners Cup 20 years 
Manchester secretarv Ken ago. 


&»iilscfa - Jordanittbe fiiina sucht eine 
. JekretjMnn mit kienirt nis der dentschen spracbe 

'i'* ^"‘'‘■Bewerbui^eii a.m. Freiti^ 19/12/1997 
la. 727398, Mr. Fakhoory 


. Special Christmas Offer at the j 

N:-- BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR 

20% to 30% Discount on all items 

SPECIAL PRICES a; ■ t.o oUnre.:: on.- very rare 'and:' 
, ' ; .t rug:^' ' Carpels. : 

0 t'’: I Awi' V; ' v ■ e"nbrQi'c!e';y . and:"'ali 

K:r:cib O' g'!o:. " r Cards are welcome;' 

i'.'; !o 'r^v A:':ooocan Schooi , Roy.a; Ao‘C-'. 
■ Ajco d‘o';A' fiV'i''' Cn; HO'JOf: h'estajrant, 

Tel.: 824485 - Open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


SCOREBOARD 




■ NBA 


Cleveland 

103 

Phoenix 

90 

Utah 

103 

Miami 

95 

LA Lakers 

109 

Minnesota 

96 

New York 

S3 

Detroit 

78 

Houston 

US 

Vancouver 

91 

San Antonio 

99 

Denver 

85 

Golden State 

103 

Dallas 

92 

Seattle 

109 

LA Clippers 

94 

Sacramento 

94 

Portland 

87 


English FA Cop 


Borebam Wood 0 Cheltenham 2 

Chesterfield 0 Grimsby 2 

Watford 2 ' Torquay 1 

After extra time 

Hereford 1 Colchester 1 

Hereford won 5-4 on penalties 
Notts County 1 Preston 2 

After extra time 

Basingstoke 0 Northampton 0 
Nmthampton won 4-3 on penalties 

• Scottish League Second Division 

Clyde 0 (Jueeo of Soutii 0 

German Bondeslign 


B. Dortmund ' .3 

Quarter-finals 

Trier • ' 1 

Uerdihgen 0 

Carl leaa 1 


Group A 

Braril 3 

$au^ Arabia 1 


Heitha Berlin 
Gennan Cup 

Mannheim 
VfB Stuttgart 
MSV Duisburg 

Confederation Cop 

Mexico 

Australia 






chocolate lorers say that chocolate is the finest indention 
since pleasure was discovered. 

It is also said among chocolate lorers, 
that Chantilly is able to craft small wonders. 

The smoothness of its taste combined with the subtleness 
of its flavor make the delight co?7iplete. 

Charitilly has chocolate for every occasion, chocolate for 

chocolate to say thank you. 

iWWWiilwwWH^a chocolate to say I'm sorry, chocolate 

to say I love you, but first of all 
chocolate for me". 

,nl chocolate locer 

The pleasure is all yours ... 





DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, sitting room, large salon, two 
bathrooms, new khchen, telephone, independent central 
heating and satellite. Locstion: Shmelsani - opposite 
western Amman Gas Station. 

Please call Tel.: 5529287 


DeirGbd)ar-Al<2BlraiMhSt.-Sddo Kurd! Centef -Tel.: 5531945 -MolHle: 22293 -2S5S1 -PDBox 922292 Amman 11192 Jordao 








12 News 


Iraq accuses U.S. of fabricating new 
crisis; Butler to submit repfort today 


Combined agency 
di^ntdies 


DEPUTY PRIME Minister 
Taieq Aziz accused the United 
States on Wednesday of Dying 
to provoke a new crisis by 
insistmg on U.N. arms inspec- 
tions of Iraq's presidential 
palaces. 

*This has been used as a pre- 
text to dramatise the situa- 
tiort.. to use that drama to pre- 
pare the ground for a military 
aggression." Mr. Aziz told a 
press conference here. ‘The 
question has been fabricated 
by the Americans." 

He insisted that inspections 
of presidential palaces were 
"out of the mandate" of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in chaige of chs- 
arming Iraq, and that his coun- 
try no longer had proscribed 
weapons. 

T think the worid will con- 
demn America if it commits 
another aggression against 
Iraq," said Nlr. Aaz. "If they 
are threatening... we simply 
tell them we are not seated... 
Iraq will defend itself." 

li^ has insisted its presiden- 
tial traces are ofT-Umits to 
UNSCOM. but it also eased 
curbs on access to other "sen- 
sitive" sites, said the Special 
Commission's chief Richard 
Butler on Monday at the end 


of talks with Mr. Aziz. 

Mr. Butler was to report 
back to the Security 
CouncU on Thursday on the 
outcome of his four-day visit 
to Iraq. 

U.S. Pieffldent Bill Clinton 
reacted by warning of fuiriher 
punitive actions a^dnst Iraq if 
it failed to give the U.N. arms 
inspectors full access to sus- 
pect weapons sites. 

‘If there is Hcrther obstruc- 
tion of the United Nations mis- 
sion we bave to consider other 
Mr. Clinton said. "I 
wouldn't rule out anything." 

Since a crisis over inspec- 
tions erupted at the end of 
October, the United States has 
kept a military strike force in 
the Gulf, wh^ two aircraft 
carriers are deployed along 
with some 300 warplanes. 

The crisis was eased last 
month as Iraq allowed back 
expelled U.S. members of 
UNSCOM under an accord 
with Russia which pledged to 
work fw a rapid lifting of eco- 
tiOTuc sanctions. 

An oil embargo in fwce 
siiKe Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait can not be lifted until 
UNSCOM has eliminated 
Baghdad's c^qTacity to produce 
weapons of mass destr^orL 

Mr. Aziz said that widi die 
Russian accord, die crisis had 
been “resolved in a diplomatic 


manner." 

Iraqi newspqiers reported 
on \^^dnesd^ that an Iraqi 
official has denounced 
President Clinton for saying 
that more action might be 
needed to force Baghdad to 
give full access to U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

‘Three permanent members 
of the [U.N.] Security Council, 
almost all European countries 
except for Ils [U.S.] ally 
Britain, nod all Arab state 
have rejected the logic of 
aggression and the ^iw of 
troops and frigates by the 
Ammcan administnition.** 
said a statement by a 
spokesDoan for the mini^* of 
information and culture car- 
ried by newspapeis. 

Mr. Clinton said at a news 
conference that Iraqi f^ident 
Saddam Hussein had not 
gained 6om his showdown 
over the role of U.N. in^iec- 
tors, including his temporary 
expulsion of Americans in the 
team in November 

But the Iraqi statement said: 
‘^orld i»b& opinion has 
taken a different stand horn 
American argument alter see- 
ing Iraq's legitimate demands 
to protect its so\*ereigDty, secu- 
rity and the interest of its peo- 
ple. 

“Once again he [Mr. 
Clinton] is clearly betraying 


Tlirkey threatens to formally 
withdraw its EU application 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
Wednesday threatened to for- 
mally withdraw its plication 
for foil membership of die 
European Union m the event 
that die EU does not include 
Ankara in its list of candidate 
state by June. 

“If die EU does not bold a 
new summit to change its 
decision on Turk^ by June 
wc will fonnally withdraw our 
ap^UcatioD for foU membeF- 
ship,*’ Prime Miruster Mesut 
Ytlniaz told Turkish reporters 
in Brussels during a stopover 
on his way to the United 
State. 

'If Turkey is not placed 
amcxig the 1 1 candidate coun- 
tries. we wUI not change this 
decision of ours." Mr. Yilmaz 
said, cited by the Anatolia 
news agency'. ‘They should 
ieam Turkey is not a banana 
republic." he added 

Turkey applied to join the 
EU in 1987. but its bid has 
been rejected twice since then. 

EU leaders decided 
Saturday to exclude Ankara 
from negotiations on joining 
the IS-member Union as part 
of plaas for EU enlaigemenL 
The negotiations are to begin 
in earnest early next year. 

EU leaders instead offered to 
grant Turkey a seat at a stand- 
ing pan-Eurppean conference 
in a bid to def^ its anger over 
being shut out of enlargement 
plans. 

Most countries accepted for 
membership negotiations arc 
in eastern Europe. The human 
rights situation in Turkey was 
given as a major EU coricem. 

" Mr. Vilmaz had already said 
on Sunday that Turkey had cut 
political dalogue with the bloc 


following its rejection and dis- 
missed the to take part in 

the pan-European conference 
next year. 

But at the time he foil short 
of announcing that Ankara 
would withdraw the member- 
ship application. 

Yilmaz meanwhile dis- 
ntissed Eurqiean critictCTn of 
Turin's curtailing of talks 
la^g ou at Gern^ Foreign 
Miraste Klaus Kihkek whe^ 
country is opposed to Ankara’s 
membeidup bid'aocaixliing to 
Tuildsb ofiicials. 

"Kinkel is taUdng non- 
sense," Ml Yilmaz said. 

Ml Kinkel Monday 
described Ankara's cutting of 
dialogue as "a legietufole reac- 
tion. erroneous and unjusti- 
fied," and added that 
‘Turkey's EU membership 
depends on human rights, rela- 
tions with Greece and the 
Kurdish questioa" 

Germany has a jizeable 
Turkish immigrant minority 
and fears the free movement 
of Turks within the Union. 

Mr. Kinkel had (old 
reporters in Bonn that "leli- 
gioas issues play no role in 
Turkey's membership bid" but 
Mr. Yiimuz suggested that was 
not (he case. "At the latest EU 
stimmiL those favouring the 
EU as a Oiristion union have 
won." sad Mr. 'Vilmaz. 
Turkey is a predominantly 
Muslim but secular state. 

Mr. Y'llmaz also angrily 
arcused those EU members 
more sui^xirtive of Turkey, 
apparently including fiance. 
Britain and Italy, of foiling to 
do enough for .Ankara at the 
Luxembourg summit. 

"Anything against us was 


passed, but those favouring us 
were faced with vetoes." he 
said. question the sinceri- 
ty of ail th^ who seemed to 
be friendly to us." be added. 

Ml Yilmaz said the 
European confeieDce, to 
w/hich Ankara was invhed. 

scmiethmg just cosmetic, 
artificial" adding as long as he 
remained Turkey's prime min- 
ister. his govemment would 
not take port in such rrteetings. 

Furious over its exclusion 
from EU ertiargement plans. 
Tuikey may retaliate by pun- 
ishing Eurc^iean finns opt- 
ing on its soil an official said 
Tuesday. 

‘The government might 
consider eccxiomic measures." 
the official told AFP on condi- 
tion of ancMiymiiy. He gave no 
details of what the measures 
might he. 

He added: ‘This does not 
need a government decision. 
These of r^aiiatory mea- 
sures are not announced in 
advance. They are just put into 
jrfacc." 

Turkey is carrying out or 
preparing m^or economic and 
military projects, such as an 
aimed forces modernisation 
programme that is to cost $31 
billion over 10 years. 

Ankara and the Euiop^ 
bloc signed an association 
agreement in 196.\ calling for 
an eventual membership. 
However. Turkey has Ikct 
accusing the El* of malting 
false promises over its 34-year 
bid for Eli membership, w hile 
Greece. .Ankara's IcHig-siand- 
ing rival, has ixTcaiedly 
o^iosed moves to include the 
Ti^s. 


EU, unrepentant, tries to reassure Turkey 


STRASBOirRG (R) — The 
European Union tried on 
Wednesday to reassure Tuikey 
(hat it has a place in Europe, but 
remained unrepentant over 
conditions set by EU leaders for 
the counby to negotiate foil 
membership. 

"We did not want to say no to 
Turkey," Luxembouig Prime 
Minister Jean-Clau^ Juncker 
told the European PariiamenL 
icporong on die Luxembourg 
summit which decided to leave 
Turkey off the invitation list for 
formal EU membership talks. 


“We consider that Turkey is a 
great European nation and the 
place of Turkey is within the 
European family. But 1 would 
like our Turkish friends to 
under^^d. wc are not a club of 
ChiistiaDs. but a club with cer- 
tain rules." 

“In Older to become a mem- 
ber of that club. Turkey will 
have to reflect certain rules." 

The 1^-nation bloc’s leaders 
wnouDced on Saturday they' 
were inviting five Easiem and 
Cditial Euiopean couimies. 
plus Cyprus, to start member- 
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talks early next year. 

A further frvic would be pre- 
pared lo join formal member- 
ship talks later. 

Turkey was not included in 
cither group, but was invited to 
join a spedai European emfer- 
ence of countries applying fev 
El^ membership, on inviiaiion 
Turkey has turned down 
because it feels it deserves 
more and is being dlscrimicai- 
ed 

Turkey w*as told firmly it 
must start resolving territorial 
disputes with nd^bouring 
Greece, fadiiioie a soluti^vn to 
the cthnically-divided island of 
Cyprus and help the island's 
EU membership process if it is 
to be invited to enliy talks. 

“I ask you, are those exorbi- 
tant demWs fer someone who 
wanLs to join us?" European 
Commission President Jacques 
Sonier asked (he pariiomeuL 
adding the offer made to 
Ankara was "concrete and sub- 
stantiaL'The remarks came 
after the United States on 
Tuesday urged Turkey and the 
BU to their acgumcM over 
Ankara's frustrated hopes of 
EU membership. 


himself when he talked about 
the world's stand for his coun- 
try's aggressiv*e threat against 
Iraq." ii added. 

U.N. Secreiary-GeneraJ Kofi 
Annan said on Wednesikiy the 
Security Council would have 
to decide how to react follow- 
ing Iraq's refusal to allow foil 
weapons inspections. 

TTiat is something for (he 
Security Coundl membeni to 
decide,*' he told a news confer- 
ence in Malaysia vvhen asked 
wbat the U.N. could do afrer 
Baghdad's refusal to allow 
U14. teams into tc^ security 
"presidential .shes." 

President Hussein and hU 
top aides met in Baghdad on 
Tuesday and issued a state- 
ment saying Iraq would coop- 
erate w*ith the U.N. Spedai 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
inspectors overseeing the dis- 
mantling of Baghdad's 
weapons of mass destruoion 
after (he 1991 Gulf war. 

But it said the United 
Nations mu.<si al.so consick^ 
Iraq’s national securi^ con- 
cerns. 

Mr. Butler said on Monday 
after talks with Iraqi offidals 
that Baghdad had told him it 
would never let his inspectors 
enter ixesidential sites. 


U.N. 

Cyprus 
envoy talks 
with 

Denktash 

rescheduled 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash on Wednesday 
rescheduled a meeting with 
the United Nations envoy 
to the divided island arrud a 
row over Cyprus's EU 
membership negotiations. 

"The meetine was 
rescheduled," U.N. 

spokesman Waldemar 
Rokoszewski told Reuters. 
He did not say when U.N. 
Cyprus envoy Gustave 
Feissel would meet Mr. 
Denktash. 

Mr. Denktash. leader of a 
breakaway state in (he 
north, .said on Monday the 
European Union decision 
to start membership negoti- 
otions with Cyprus meant 
the end of U.N.-sponsored 
intercommunal talks on the 
divided island. 

“The intercommunal 
talks have died and. under 
these conditioas, a federa- 
tion is not on the agenda." 
a statement from his office 
quoted Mr. Denktash as 
saving. "Tho.se who recog- 
nise our state can come and 
talk to us.** 

Diplomats in Nicosia, the 
divided capital, .said it was 
not unusual for Mr. 
Denktash's office lo 
reschedule meetings. 

The U.N. has promoted 
the talks wivh the aim of 
building confidence 

between the estnmgcd 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
communities towards cre- 
ating a bi- 2 onal. bi-com- 
munal federation on the 
island. 

The two communities on 
Cyprus have lived apart 
since 1974. when Turkish 
forces invaded the northern 
third of the island in 
resfionsc to a brief coup 
engineered by the military' 
junta (hen ruling Crctxc. 

Turkish Cyprus declared 
its statehood in 1983 but i.s 
recognised only by Ankara. 
The government in the 
south is internationally 
recogni.scd as the only 
legitimate government of 
the divided Mediterranean 
island. 

Turkish Cyprus argues 
that the Greek C\priot-led 
government docs not repre- 
sent (he entire island and 
cannot nn its own negotiate 
EU membership. 

The Cypriot govemmem 
says the mcmben«hip 
prospect would act as a cat- 
alyst to solving the division 
of Cyprus. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Was the preppy and sexy lead 
character in the 1970 tear- 
jerker “Love Story” based on 
U.S. Vice President A1 Gore? 
Wasiungton has been sbu& 
about a report that Gore 
indeed the basts of the diar- 
acter in the film played b 
Ryan O'Neill. But die autto 
of the novel *t-ove Sto^" 
Erich Segal, knocked. down 
most of ^ tale. lived 
in die same Hatvaid 
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University dormitoiy' s 
Gore, together with actor 
Tommy Jones. The fom- 
ily background of-efaaraate 
Oliver Barrett TV was indeed 
based on Gore's family, 
Segal said But Baoett huo- 
seff wa.s actually modelled on 
Jones, he said 
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Quinn mantes 
fonner secretary 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Unbowed by age. 82-year- 
old actor Anthony (^lum 
married his former seaetaiy 
Kathy Bevin. 35. Bapie 
Magazine reported The oeae- 
mony took place in Nqfos, 
Florida, and was atteodedl^ 
the couple’s two cfaDdreo. 
Antonia. 4. and year-^ 
Ryan. Quinn's ex-wife 
lolanda, recently divoioed 
from Quinn alter a 31-year 
marriage, said the acter was 
making a fool of himself kiy 
manying anew, the magazsK 
reported 


Lasers to light 
up great wall 
at millennium 
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Trial of alleged coup 


plotters opens in Qatar 


DOHA (Rl — A trial opened 
on Wednesday of .seven 
(^utaris c^migcd with involve- 
ment in a foiled 1996 plot to 
overthrow the errar of the Gulf 
Arabscae. 

The case followed another 
trial in wtuch 1 10 men. includ- 
ing 10 foreigtiCTS. Were 
elided w^ related offences. 
It began on Nov. 26 and 
adjourned until Feb. 11. 

In the second trial, the seven 
htuidcuffcU del'endunis were 
led into the packed Doha 
courtroom under tight security. 

They were charged with 
"seibng military sccrelv to for- 
dgn cnmlrics with an intcni to 
undermine tfte security and 
stability of the Icgitimtdc 
regime in Qatar." 

The case documenLs did not 
mention a specific crunlry. 
But (^mar has in the past 
accused Eeyj^ cM'being behind 
the coup unempt and Bahrain 
of sheltering ttw alleged ploi- 

ICfX. 


A three-judge panel 
adjoumed the case to Dcte. 24 
at the request of defendants' 
lawyers to give them time to 
study the charges and prepare 
their defence. 

The names of the accused, 
read out by a judge at the .start 
of the open h^ng. were four 
brothers Mohami^ Majid 
Amon. Has.son Majid Amon. 
Aman Majid Aman and Omar 
Majid Amon. as well os 
Mohammed Ahmed Rashid 
Muhannadi. Hamad Foraj 
Azran Moiri and Khumis 
Mufiah Fiiraj Najrani. 

(X the no people previous- 
ly charged in connLVlion with 
the anempied coup. 40 <ire .it 
large and will Died in 
ahsentia. They include at least 
iw«.> prominent members of 
Qator’.s ruling family, a Saudi, 
a Buhr.iini. :i Tun/anuui. a Sri 
Lankan and two Egyptiaas. 

The 1 10 were elvirgcd with 
cany’ing weapons with the 
intent of undermining the 


stale, contacting foreign pow- 
ers. revealing .scale .secrets, 
plotting to overthrow a legiti- 
mate government and on^k- 
ing the country. 

(^lari authorities rounded 
up about l(X) people loyal to 
the fonner emir. .Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thuni. 
in February 1996 after the 
foiled tinempt to overthrow 
the current emir. hLs son 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa AJ 
Thoni. 

The coup attempt came sev- 
eral months oter Sheikh 
Hamad ousted his father in a 
June 1995 palace coup. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim 
Ben Johr Al Thani re\’i\'cd 
occusatioas against Egypt at a 
news conference during a 
regional economic meeting in 
Doha on Nnv. 17. .saying 
Egypt hud been the "maestro" 
of the coup. 

Cairo dismissed the allega- 
tions as baseless. 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong plans to light up d» 
Great Wall of China wiih 
lasers beamed fifom sateOiiEs 
to mark the turn oftbe cemu- 
ly at midni^t on Dec. 31, 
1999. a newspaper said. The 
London-based MiUcDniiiin 
Foundotiori, which is cxgah 
ising global millenary cefe- 
brations. has asked the Hong 
Kong Cancer Fund chariy lo 
oversee Chinese and 
Kong festivities, the Soudi 
China Morning Post ssH 
The Millennium FouDdation 
is coordinating events v 
mark the stroke of midni^ 
in a liv'e global televiskn 
broadcast .storting in Fiji and 
ending in the Cook lsb^23 
hours later. 
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Belgian deputy 
rails at money 
down the drain 
in Eli Parliament 
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Retired Israeli spy master pleads 
innocent to fabricating information 


TEL AVIV ( AP> — A retired 
Mo$sod agem pleaded inno- 
cent Wedrresday to fabricuiing 
information that reponcdly 
pushed Israel and Syria to the 
brink of war last year. 

The uial of frnmer agent 
Yehuda Gil began behind 
da>cd (fooo> in the Tel .Aviv 
district court. 

Gil. 03. who retired from the 
Movod .spy agency in I9tW 
after 19 ycat!> of service, was 
arrested a rrxiDih ago and 
charged with fraud. cmbez/Ic- 
mcni and passing on infonna- 
tion with intent to dam:tttc 


Israeli army replaces officers’ phones 
to foil Hizboliah eavesdropping 


Matesccun^. 

Gil. who did some work for 
the Mossad after his reiirc- 
mem, reportedly told his supe- 
riors that Syrian President 
Hafez As-sjd was planning a 
lightning military strike U> 
.seize pun of the Golan Heights 
captured Iw Israel in the 1%7 
Midcosi WOT. 

The iafoTTTKUion provoked 
rc^n.‘te ibui could Ii3>’u led 
Isnul to the brink of war with 
Syrix Ccniri papers released 
this month said the in|'orm:i- 
tion Gil provided had "a sig- 
nificanl infiuonce on stale 
security*' and could have led to 
a loss of lives. 


TEL AVIV t AFP) — The Israeli army will replace the cel- 
lular telephoi^ ased by officeiT. in its northern command 
after discovering that Lebanese guerrillas were inicrccptine 
calls made on (heiroutdaied models, the Maariv newspupel- 
rupurted Wjdne.sday. General Amiruni Levine, head of the 
northern command, led the w.ny by turning in his analo'tical 
, cell phone for a new digital model w'hich .specialists sav is 
I more dilTicult to intercept, ihc newspaper said. The .swiich- 
! over was ordered after the army realised that Hizl^lloh was 
eavesdropping on culls made by officers on their cellular 
telephones in hope.s of garnering information on troop 
imn'cmenis. Maanv said. The guerrillas were able to inter- 
cept the phone calls using scanners which are rcadilv avail- 
able on the commcrcud market. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — An 
EU Belgian de^Xy 
slammed the cost of flcw 
bathrooms being installed in 
offices of members (rf 
European Parliament Janl^ 
Van<fomcu\ebrou(^ smdthat 

putting in 128 bathrooms ioio 

the building here in Biu^ 
was costing S1.84 nuQk^ 
some five or six times few 
real cost The row arises, 
because the bathiooiDS am 
unlikely to be used since teg- 
ulations for the Ixrilding 
bid the deputies to ^teudtiK 
night in the offices when 
woiking late or visitifig fioffl 
around Europe 

Vondemeulebroucke saW 
committee respoasiUe W 
iKtlering the bathrooms w**® 
'‘behaving like the managEft 
of Ali Baba's cave," 
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Writer says 
U.K. needs more - 
bodies in libraries 


4 Women 


Gil pleaded innocent 
Wednesday, said his attorney. 
Yigiil Shapira. Lsracl Radio ini- 
tially reported that Mr. Sfoipira 
plc;idcd guilty to sonic lesser 
chaiges. However. Mr. Shapira 
said lus client simply tteknowL 
edgod in coun that Mime of the 
facLs in the indicuncm, such as 
when he started working for 
iIK' Mos.Mid. were correct. 

Mr. Sh.ipira said his client 
wa.s doing well. "He is very 
inviii\>cd in the ctiun proce- 
dures. He writo* niHes all the 
time. He makes cummcnis." 
Mr. .Shapira (old reporters. 


The Yedint Ahronoi daily 
has reported that Gil cultivated 
a mole — a hisli-ranking offi- 
cial in the Syrian government 
— who in 1 97.*! provided 
Israel with vital infiinn.ition, 
But at some poim ^ it is not 
clear when — Gil allegedly 
began making up information 
instead and keeping the pav- 
menu intended for the mole.’ 
Oil ha.s been quoted as 
telling Ycdlot that he kepi 
pa.ssing on information 
because he felt the need to 
continue to prove himself after 
his retirement. 


LONIX)N (AP) — Cr^ 
'VTiicr Ruth Rendell. 
chilled millions whb 
bloody tales of dead 
told p^u-ljaiTiOTt that 
needed more 
libraries — w do more le^ 
ing. BooLs must t'O* ? 
excluded b>' computer kw** 
oology and view«l * 
"curiosities from a 
age," she said.‘To be 
is to aim the soul’s ^ 
towards the light." Mu'* 
ing bodes must gs* ^ 
library "if we are to 
societ}' of contented, 
people." .die said. *1 have P 
exi^s an intoea 
have written many 
with bodies in librari® y ^ 
.salubrious places." she 
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